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Thursday, June 25, 2026

LG hails SKUAST-K’s 
transformation

8th Muharram procession draws thousands in Srinagar
Sea of mourners remember Karbala martyrs

3rd year on historic Guru Bazar–Dalgate route

Admin, NGOs set up Sabeels
Water for the thirsty

AI, drone surveillance deployed for 
Muharram processions: Police

Cloudbursts: The new Himalayan nightmareSummer vacations in Kmr schools 
likely from July second week

‘Vitamin D deficiency widespread in 
J&K despite abundant sunshine’

J&K’s digital 
building approval system 

gains traction

JKRTC fleet shrinks by 
59% in 36 years

15-year-old student builds energy-efficient water purifier startup

RK News Service

Srinagar, Jun 24: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha on 
Wednesday chaired the 36th 
University Council Meeting 
of SKUAST-Kashmir at Lok 
Bhavan, attended by Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah, 
Minister for Agriculture Pro-
duction Javid Ahmad Dar, 
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo, 
and other senior officials. The 
Council approved several 
institutional reforms, includ-
ing the upgradation of the 
Agricultural Research Infor-
mation System into the Di-
rectorate of Information 
Technology, the Internal 
Quality Assurance Cell into 
the Directorate of Quality As-
surance, and the establishment

Ovaise Gul

Srinagar, Jun 24: One of the 
largest Muharram processions 
was carried out through the 
traditional routes of Srinagar 
for the third straight year on 
Wednesday, with the mourners 
in large numbers participating, 
reciting Nouha and remember-
ing the Karbala martyrs.

The administration granted 
permission to the Yaadgari 
Hussaini Committee, Guru 
Bazar, following which the 
procession was carried out 
from Guru Bazar here to Dal-
gate via Budshah Bridge and 
M A Road.

Wearing black clothes, the 
mourners in groups proceed-

ed towards Dalgate since the 
wee hours of this morning, 
during which the Imam Hus-
sain (AS) and his companions 
were remembered.

The procession from Guru 
Bazar to Dalgate was being 
disallowed every year on 8th 
Muharram for over three de-
cades. It was then allowed in 
2024, which witnessed a sea of 
mourners from different parts 
of the Valley.

As per the permission, the 
administration had asked that 
the procession commence from 
Guru Bazar at 6:00 am and 
proceed through Budshah Kadal 
and M.A. Road towards Dalgate.

The order prohibited anti-
national or anti-administration

Little ones keep spirit 
of Karbala alive

Ovaise Gul

Srinagar, Jun 24: Amid 
the solemn atmosphere of 
the 8th Muharram proces-
sion along the traditional 
Guru Bazar-Dalgate route 
in Srinagar, a heartwarm-
ing sight caught the at-
tention of mourners and 
onlookers alike as dozens 

of little mourners active-
ly participated in serving 
water and refreshments 
to participants.

At several points along 
the procession route, chil-
dren aged between 1 and 
7 years were seen sitting 
in the middle of the road 
carrying water bottles, 
juice packets and eatables

DGP, IGP, SSP participate in Sabeel; urge mourners to follow advisories

Abid Bashir

Srinagar, Jun 24: An 
extensive security and 
facilitation plan, including 
Artificial Intelligence-
enabled monitoring and 
drone surveillance, has 
been put in place across 
Srinagar and other parts 

of the Valley to ensure the 
peaceful and smooth con-
duct of Ashura and other 
Muharram processions 
throughout the month, 
Jammu & Kashmir Police 
said on Wednesday.

Senior police officers, 
including Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Nalin 

Prabhat, Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) Kash-
mir Zone V K Birdi and 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police (SSP) Srinagar Dr 
GV Sundeep Chakraborty, 
participated in the 8th 
Muharram procession and 
distributed water and bev-
erages at various 

	 J&K records 9 incidents in June alone	 July-August most vulnerable: Experts
Abid Bashir

Srinagar, Jun 24: Dark clouds 
gathering over the mountains of 
Jammu and Kashmir are no longer 
seen merely as signs of rain but a 
nightmare wrapped in cloudbursts. 
While Jammu region has logged 
five cloudburst incidents in June, 
Kashmir has recorded four such 
incidents. Experts say July and 
August are also vulnerable months 
for cloudbursts due to the rise in 
temperatures.

In the last few years alone, 
Jammu and Kashmir has witnessed 
repeated cloudbursts and extreme 
rainfall events, particularly in 
vulnerable districts such as Ram-
ban, Kishtwar, Doda, Reasi, Kath-
ua and parts of north and south 

Kashmir. Roads have been swept 
away, villages buried under debris 
and families displaced overnight 
as sudden floods ripped through 
mountain settlements.

As per the official data, in Jam-
mu region, five cloudburst inci-
dents were reported in the ensuing 
month, while Kashmir also re-
corded three similar happenings, 

especially in the north and south 
Kashmir parts. According to 
weather experts and disaster man-
agement officials, the frequency 
of extreme weather incidents in 
the Himalayan belt has shown a 
worrying rise, especially during 
the peak monsoon months of July 
and August.

Data from disaster management 
agencies and weather records show 
that several cloudburst-linked 
incidents have struck Jammu and 
Kashmir in recent years, causing 
extensive damage to infrastructure 
and loss of lives. Last year alone, 
multiple cloudbursts and flash 
floods triggered widespread de-
struction in Ramban and adjoin-
ing districts, damaging highways, 
bridges and residential structures.

Aatif Qayoom 

Srinagar, Jun 24: Sum-
mer vacations in Kashmir 
schools are likely to begin 
from the second week of 
July, with the School Edu-
cation Department close-
ly monitoring the weather 
situation before taking a 
final decision, officials 
said.

Sources in the depart-
ment said no formal order 
has been issued so far, but 
discussions regarding the 
vacation schedule are un-
derway in view of the ris-
ing temperatures being 
witnessed in several parts 
of the Valley.

An official, wishing not 
to be named, said the gov-
ernment is keeping a close 
watch on weather condi-
tions and will take a final 
call during the first week 
of July.

“The Valley witnessed 

unusually high tempera-
tures over the last few days. 
Before that, weather con-
ditions remained largely 
normal. However, forecasts 
suggest that temperatures 
may rise again in the com-
ing days. 

Experts warn of bone, immunity risks

Mansoor Peer

Srinagar, Jun 24: Despite 
being blessed with ample 
sunshine and scenic open 
landscapes, Jammu and 
Kashmir continues to face 
a widespread yet often 
overlooked public health 
challenge—Vitamin D de-
ficiency.

Health experts warn that 
inadequate exposure to 
sunlight, changing life-
styles, dietary habits, and 
harsh winter conditions 
are leaving a large section 
of the population vulner-
able to low Vitamin D lev-
els, impacting bone health, 

immunity, and overall 
well-being.

Dr S. Muhammad Salim 
Khan, Professor, Depart-
ment of Community Med-
icine, Government Medical 
College (GMC) Srinagar, 
in an advisory highlighted 
that Vitamin D deficiency 
remains common in J&K 
despite abundant sunshine 

because effective exposure 
to sunlight is often inad-
equate. 

"Long winters, short 
daylight hours, cold weath-
er, and indoor lifestyles 
significantly reduce the 
body's ability to synthesise 
Vitamin D. The situation 
worsens during winter 
months when ultraviolet 
B (UVB) rays are insuffi-
cient for adequate Vitamin 
D production," he said.

Traditional clothing 
patterns in the valley also 
contribute to the problem, 
as heavy woollen garments 
commonly worn during 
much of the year limit skin 

exposure to sunlight. Many 
residents consume insuf-
ficient quantities of Vita-
min D-rich foods, while 
access to fortified foods 
remains limited. Skin pig-
mentation affects Vitamin 
D production, with indi-
viduals having higher 
melanin levels requiring 
longer sun exposure. Obe-
sity and sedentary lifestyles 
are also important risk 
factors since Vitamin D 
gets stored in fat tissue, 
making obese individuals 
more prone to deficiency.

Infants and children, 
adolescent girls, pregnant 
and lactating women,
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Muhammad Salman Shah’s ‘Save Water AquaSol’ selected under Electropreneur Park 2.0; funding from STPI Noida

Younus Rashid

A Class 9 student from 
Kashmir is developing 
a water-treatment 
startup that aims to 

purify water from any source 
while using significantly less 
energy than conventional sys-
tems.

Muhammad Salman Shah, 
15, is the founder of Save Water 
AquaSol, a startup currently in 
pre-incubation at NewGen IEDC, 
University of Kashmir. The 
system is being designed to be 
source-insensitive. 

“It is being built to treat wa-
ter regardless of where it comes 
from,” Salman told Rising Kash-
mir. “The energy consumed 
should be less than a household's 
monthly electricity consump-
tion, but still enough to purify 
water for multiple villages at 
the same time.”

Dr Irfana Rashid, Head of 
NewGen IEDC at the Univer-
sity of Kashmir, described what 
the startup is working toward. 
“AquaSol is addressing some 
of the key limitations of con-
ventional purification systems,” 
she told Rising Kashmir. “Its 

core approach combines a mod-
ular low-pressure design with 
an integrated purification pro-
cess, aiming for high water 
recovery of up to 90 per cent 
while consuming significantly 
less energy than traditional RO 
systems.”

The 90 per cent figure is a 
design target. The prototype is 
still being developed, and inde-
pendent testing has yet to be 
conducted.

Dr Rashid said the modular 
architecture is also being de-
signed with practical deployment 
in mind. “The design is intend-

ed to simplify maintenance, 
reduce downtime, and allow 
capacity expansion without 
major redesign,” she said, add-
ing that the goal is to make it 
suitable for schools, rural com-
munities, disaster-relief opera-
tions, and institutional users.

On operating costs, she said 
the combination of lower pow-
er consumption, reduced reject 
water, and simplified servicing 
is expected to “translate into 
lower lifecycle operating costs” 
compared to existing systems.

AquaSol is funded by STPI 
Noida through NewGen IEDC, 

University of Kashmir. The 
startup was selected under Elec-
tropreneur Park 2.0, a flagship 
initiative of the Software Tech-
nology Parks of India, an au-
tonomous society under the 
Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology, Gov-
ernment of India. The selection 
was confirmed in a letter signed 
by Vandana Srivastava, Direc-
tor and CEO of Electropreneur 
Park, STPI Noida.

Dr Rashid said the support 
goes beyond funding. "The sup-
port of NewGen IEDC in asso-
ciation with STPI under 

867 applications processed in 3 months

Ovaise Gul

Srinagar, Jun 24: Just 
three months after the 
digital transition, the 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment Department's 
(H&UDD) Auto-Scrutiny 
Building Permission and 
Change of Land Use (CLU) 
Portal has witnessed a 
significant response from 
citizens and professionals 
with more than 860 appli-
cations submitted through 
the online system.

Official data available, 
accessed by Rising Kash-
mir, reveals that a total 
of 738 Building Permission 

(BP) applications and 129 
Change of Land Use (CLU) 
applications have been 
received so far, reflecting 
growing public confidence 
in the government's digi-
tal governance initiatives.

According to the data, 
118 building permissions 
have been issued, while 
31 applications stand ap-
proved, and 45 have been 
rejected. 

200 smart buses expected by year-end: MD

Idrees Bukhtiyar

Srinagar, Jun 24: The 
fleet strength of the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Road 
Transport Corporation 
(JKRTC) has witnessed a 
sharp decline of over 59 
per cent during the last 
36 years, raising concerns 
about the availability and 
quality of public transport 
services across the Union 
Territory.

Official data shared by 
the JKRTC reveals that 
the corporation had a fleet 
of 966 buses in 1990. The 
number gradually declined 
to 700 in 2006 and further 
dropped to 580 by 2014-15. 
The fleet strength contin-

ued to shrink in subse-
quent years, reaching 505 
buses in 2019-20 and 478 
in 2020-21. At present, only 
394 buses are operational, 
marking an overall decline 
of 59.2 per cent from 1990.

Officials attributed the 
reduction in fleet size pri-
marily to the retirement 
of overaged vehicles and 
the situation in the 90s, 
as many buses were dam-
aged then. 

Chairs 36th Council Meet; approves agri-innovation lab, 

startup park, global vet school 

 Contd on | Page 08  Contd on | Page 08  Contd on | Page 08

 Contd on | Page 08

 Contd on | Page 08  Contd on | Page 08

 Contd on | Page 08 Contd on | Page 08 Contd on | Page 08

 Contd on | Page 08

LG condoles Doda 
accident deaths

RK News Service

Srinagar, Jun 24: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha has ex-
pressed grief and anguish over 
the loss of precious lives in a 
tragic road accident near Khel-
lani in Doda.

He extended his condolences 
to the bereaved families and 
praying for the speedy recovery 
of the injured.

The Lieutenant Governor has 
directed senior officials to pro-
vide all possible support and 
assistance to those affected by 
the accident.
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Budgam, Jun 24: Dep-
uty Commissioner (DC) 
Budgam, Athar Aamir 
Khan, on Wednesday 
chaired a comprehensive 
review meeting to final-
ise preparations for the 
Pulse Polio Immunization 
Drive scheduled to be held 
on June 28, 2026.

The meeting was at-
tended by the PO ICDS 
Budgam, CMO Budgam, 
CEO Budgam, DIO Bud-
gam, all BMOs, ARTO 
Budgam, and other con-
cerned district officers, 
health authorities, block-
level teams, and officials 
from supporting depart-
ments who are directly 
involved in vaccination 
planning, booth manage-
ment, logistics, supervi-
sion, and field execution.

During the meeting, the 
DC reviewed in detail the 
district-wide micro-plan 
for the immunization 
drive, which included 
block-wise targets, num-
ber of Pulse Polio booths, 

manpower deployment, 
and the overall prepared-
ness of health and field 
teams.

Officers presented the 
complete structure of 
booth arrangements 
across Budgam district 
along with the deployment 
of vaccinators, supervi-
sors, and supporting 
manpower to ensure the 
smooth functioning of 
the campaign.

A special focus of the 
meeting remained on 
high-risk and hard-to-
reach areas, with detailed 
block-wise presentations.

The DC emphasised that 
all these locations must 
receive dedicated atten-
tion, with proper vaccina-
tion booths, field super-
vision, and follow-up 
mechanisms to ensure 
that no eligible child is 
left out.

The meeting also as-
sessed the location and 
functioning of transit 
booths, which will be 
established at busy mobil-
ity points such as mar-

kets, bus stands, and 
major travel routes to 
cover children who are 
on the move during the 
campaign period.

Officers from the Health 
Department shared block-
wise requirements of 
vaccine vials, cold chain 
logistics, printed mate-
rial, banners, and other 
necessary supplies for 
the smooth execution of 
the drive.

The DC reviewed the 
plan for door-to-door 

verification activities 
that will follow the booth 
day, aimed at identifying 
and vaccinating any 
missed children.

A detailed schedule of 
training sessions and 
workshops for supervi-
sors, vaccinators, ASHAs, 
AWWs, and other field 
workers was also pre-
sented during the 
meeting.a

The DC directed offi-
cials to keep track of all 
migratory and tribal 

populations, particu-
larly families moving 
from one district to an-
other, so that every child 
under five years of age 
belonging to these groups 
is covered under the im-
munization programme.

He stressed that mobile 
teams and transit points 
must work in close coor-
dination to ensure that 
the movement of such 
populations does not re-
sult in any child being 
missed during the drive.

The DC stressed ensur-
ing that no child is left 
out of the Pulse Polio Im-
munization Drive and 
directed officers to ensure 
100 percent booth staff-
ing, timely reporting, 
strong monitoring, and 
an uninterrupted vaccine 
supply across all blocks.

The DC directed all 
concerned departments 
to work collectively for 
the successful and com-
prehensive implementa-
tion of the Pulse Polio 
Immunization Drive 
across District Budgam.

RK News Service

Leh, Jun 24: The second 
day of the Sindhu Kumbh 
witnessed a magnificent 
confluence of faith, spir-
ituality and cultural pride 
as devotees, spiritual lead-
ers and dignitaries gath-
ered on the sacred banks 
of the River Sindhu to 
participate in the revered 
Sindhu Puja.

The sacred ceremony 
was conducted with tra-
ditional Vedic rituals and 
prayers, invoking peace, 
prosperity and harmony 
for the nation and human-
ity. The event reflected 
the enduring significance 
of the River Sindhu, which 
has been a cradle of civi-
lization and a symbol of 
India's rich cultural and 
spiritual heritage for mil-
lennia.

The auspicious occasion 
was graced by the pres-
ence of Governor of Hi-
machal Pradesh, Kavin-
der Gupta; Speaker of 
Rajasthan Legislative 
Assembly, Vasudev Dev-
nani; Deputy Speaker of 
Tripura Legislative As-

sembly, Ram Prasad Paul; 
senior RSS functionary 
Indresh Kumar; Rupesh 
Kumar; and several oth-
er eminent dignitaries, 
spiritual leaders and dis-
tinguished guests from 
across the country.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the dignitaries high-
lighted the importance of 
preserving India's ancient 
cultural traditions and 
strengthening the spirit 
of national unity through 
such sacred congregations. 
They emphasized that the 
Sindhu Kumbh serves as 
a powerful platform for 
celebrating the country's 
civilizational values, 
spiritual ethos and cul-
tural diversity.

The serene atmosphere 
of the Sindhu Ghats reso-
nated with devotional 
chants, traditional rituals 
and a deep sense of rever-
ence, creating a spiritu-
ally uplifting experience 
for all participants. The 
event beautifully show-
cased Ladakh's role as a 
bridge connecting India's 
ancient heritage with its 
vibrant present.

Day 02 of the Sindhu 
Kumbh stood as a remark-
able testament to faith, 
unity and cultural har-
mony, reaffirming the 
eternal legacy of the 
Sindhu River as a symbol 
of India's timeless journey 
of civilization and spiri-
tuality.

RK News Service

Awantipora, Jun 24: 
The Islamic University of 
Science and Technology 
(IUST), through its Centre 
for Career Counselling 
and Placements (CCCP), 
in collaboration with In-
dustry Connect under the 
aegis of the Dean Outreach, 
hosted HR Conclave 2026 
at its Main Campus, Awa-
ntipora. The conclave was 
themed “Youth, Skills and 
Employment: Bridging 
Academia and Industry 
for Sustainable Careers.”

The Conclave brought 
together leading human 
resource professionals, 
industry experts, corpo-
rate leaders, policymakers, 
academicians, and stu-
dents on a common plat-
form to deliberate on 
workforce readiness and 
emerging industry expec-
tations.

The conclave commenced 
with an inaugural session 
chaired by Prof. Shakil A 
Romshoo, Vice Chancellor, 
IUST with Dr. Subi 
Chaturvedi, Global SVP 
and Chief Public Policy & 
Corporate Affairs Officer, 
InMobi, and Harish Ma-
hadevan, Vice President-
HR, OneCell AI Inc., as 
the guests of honour.

Delivering the keynote 
address, Prof. Romshoo, 
stressed the role of uni-
versities in preparing 
graduates for future op-
portunities through in-
novation, entrepreneur-
ship and industry 
engagement. He stated, 
“Universities have a piv-
otal role in nurturing tal-
ent, promoting innovation 
and creating meaningful 

partnerships that trans-
late education into oppor-
tunity and impact”.

Speaking on the trans-
formative role of technol-
ogy in shaping careers 
and economies, Dr. Subi 
Chaturvedi, said, “Tech-
nology is transforming 
the world of work, and 
equipping young people 
with the right skills is es-
sential for inclusive and 
sustainable growth.”

She added that platforms 
such as the HR Conclave 
play a crucial role in 
strengthening industry-
academia collaboration 
and preparing students 
for the evolving world of 
work.

Harish Mahadevan, 
shared insights into 
emerging workplace ex-
pectations and talent re-
quirements in an increas-
ingly technology-driven 
environment.

He observed, “The work-
force of tomorrow will 
belong to those who com-
bine technical expertise 
with adaptability, creativ-
ity and a commitment to 
lifelong learning.”

Addressing the gather-
ing, Prof. Shameem A. 
Shah, Registrar, IUST, 

highlighted the Univer-
sity's commitment to fos-
tering employability and 
professional excellence 
among students.

He remarked, “Higher 
education institutions 
must foster not only aca-
demic excellence but also 
the skills and competen-
cies that enhance employ-
ability and professional 
growth.”

Prof. Sheikh Ajaz Bashir, 
Dean Academic Affairs, 
IUST, emphasized the need 
for academic programmes 
to remain aligned with 
changing industry de-
mands.

He said, “Industry en-
gagement helps universi-
ties remain responsive to 
emerging trends and en-
sures that students are 
equipped with relevant, 
future-ready skills.”

A major highlight of the 
conclave was the two par-
allel panel discussions on 
the theme “Industry Ex-
pectations and Workforce 
Readiness”, featuring 
senior representatives 
from leading national and 
regional organisations.

The conclave witnessed 
participation from an im-
pressive spectrum of or-

ganisations representing 
technology, telecommu-
nications, healthcare, 
hospitality, finance, man-
ufacturing, consulting, 
trade, industry bodies, 
deans and directors.

Prominent participating 
organisations included 
InMobi Global, OneCell 
AI Inc., TechArc, PHD 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (PHDCCI), 
Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII J&K), Kash-
mir Trade Forum (KTF), 
Reliance Jio, Kyber Group, 
Arco Group, Kashmir 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (KCCI), Taj 
Group of Hotels, FICCI 
FLO, Paras Hospitals, 
Ujala Cygnus Hospitals, 
The Khyber Himalayan 
Resort & Spa Gulmarg, 
Ernst & Young (EY), Apex-
ure, BQE Software Pvt. 
Ltd., Kyber Industries Pvt. 
Ltd., Maxpro Exhibitions, 
iQuasar Software Solu-
tions, J&K Bank Ltd., and 
SJT BioTech Innovations 
Pvt. Ltd.

Earlier, in her welcome 
address Dr. Ruheela Has-
san, Dean Outreach, IUST, 
underscored the impor-
tance of strengthening 
academia-industry link-
ages to prepare students 
for the evolving world of 
work.

The inaugural session 
moderated by Dr. Taiba 
Sahaf and Dr. Hajra Man-
zoor from School of Busi-
ness Studies concluded 
with a vote of thanks by 
Prof. Parvaiz A. Mir, Dean, 
School of Business Stud-
ies, IUST, who expressed 
gratitude to the speakers, 
participants and organis-
ers for their contributions.

RK News Service

Srinagar, Jun 24: The 
J&K Information Technol-
ogy Department in col-
laboration with the Uni-
versity of Kashmir and 
with support from the 
National e-Governance 
Division (NeGD), Union 
Ministry for Electronics 
and Information Technol-
ogy (MeitY), today orga-
nized a UT Level Consul-
tative Workshop on 
“Strengthening Cyber 
Security Frameworks for 
State Data” at the Uni-
versity of Kashmir, Sri-
nagar.

The workshop was or-
ganized as part of the 
national consultative 
process being undertak-
en by NeGD, MeitY, to 
facilitate stakeholder 
consultations and de-
velop a comprehensive 
framework for strength-
ening cybersecurity, data 
protection and digital 
resilience across States 
and Union Territories.

The inaugural session 
was attended by Professor 
Nilofer Khan, Vice Chan-
cellor, University of Kash-
mir; Saurabh Bhagat, 
Commissioner Secretary 

Information Technology 
Department; Asha Choud-
hary Malhotra, Chief 
Executive Officer, JaKe-
GA; Professor Naseer 
Iqbal, Registrar, Univer-
sity of Kashmir;  Abdul 
Hafiz Shah, Special In-
formation Technology 
Department; Shokat 
Mehmood Special Secre-
tary; Jaskaran Singh 
Modi, State Informatics 
Officer, NIC J&K; Maroof 
Naieem Qadri, Director 
IT, University of Kashmir; 
Ashaq Dar, Director, 
NIELIT, besides repre-
sentatives from NeGD, 
CERT-In (through VC), 
NIC, J&K Bank, SeMT, 
JaKeGA, Academia and 
senior officers of various 
government departments 
who have also been nom-
inated as CISOs, ISOs and 
Technical Experts.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Saurabh Bhagat 
emphasized that cyber-
security has emerged as 
a critical pillar of digital 
governance and citizen 
trust. He highlighted the 
growing dependence of 
government institutions 
on digital platforms for 
delivery of public ser-
vices.

DC Budgam reviews preparedness 
for PPI drive scheduled on Jun 28
 Focus on 100% coverage of children under five

Sindhu Kumbh Day 2: A grand 
celebration of faith, culture and 

India’s timeless heritage

IUST brings academia & industry together at 
National HR Conclave 2026

KU hosts workshop on 
strengthening state data 

cyber security

RK News Service

Ganderbal, Jun 24: As 
part of efforts to strength-
en preparedness for the 
forthcoming Shri Ama-
rnath Ji Yatra (SAN-
JY)-2026, the National 
Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) on 
Wednesday conducted a 
comprehensive Table Top 
Exercise at Conference 
Hall of Mini Secretariat, 
Ganderbal.

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Ganderbal, Jatin 
Kishore, presided over 
the session and gave a 
detailed overview of the 
district's preparedness 
measures and emergen-
cy response framework 
for the annual pilgrimage. 
He highlighted the im-
portance of meticulous 
planning, close coordina-
tion among all stakehold-
ers and prompt response 
mechanisms to ensure 
the safety and well-being 
of pilgrims.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Brigadier (Retd.) P. 
S. Gurung, Coordinator, 
NDMA for the mock ex-
ercise, emphasized the 
significance of regular 
preparedness exercises 
in strengthening response 
capabilities and ensuring 
the safety of devotees 

undertaking the Yatra.
He said that the exercise 

was designed to assess 
the preparedness of var-
ious agencies and review 
coordination mecha-
nisms in place for han-
dling emergencies during 
the pilgrimage. The ini-
tiative, he added, forms 
part of NDMA's efforts 
to enhance inter-agency 
coordination and build 
a robust response system 
for any unforeseen situ-
ation.

During the exercise, 
various emergency sce-
narios, including fire 
incidents in camps, stam-
pede situations, drowning 
cases and other potential 
emergencies, were dis-
cussed in detail. Par-
ticipants deliberated on 
response protocols, re-
source mobilisation, 
communication systems 
and coordination mea-
sures required for effec-
tive management of such 
situations.

Earlier, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
Ganderbal, Syed Faheem 
Bihaqi, briefed partici-
pants on the district ad-
ministration's efforts to 
reduce disaster risks, 
particularly in vulner-
able locations along the 
Yatra route.

NDMA conducts disaster 
preparedness exercise for 

SANJY at Ganderbal

RK News Service

Srinagar, Jun 24: The 
North Zone Cultural Cen-
tre (NZCC), Ministry of 
Culture, Government of 
India, in collaboration 
with the Jammu & Kash-
mir Academy of Art, Cul-
ture & Languages (JKAA-
CL) on Wednesday 
organized a national 
level seminar and exhibi-
tion dedicated to the 350th 
Martyrdom Anniversary 

of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Ji at Mattan, Anantnag.

An exhibition of paint-
ings depicting the life, 
teachings, philosophy and 
supreme sacrifice of Sri 
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji 
was also organized on the 

occasion which was in-
augurated by Principal 
Secretary, Department of 
Culture, Brij Mohan 
Sharma.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the participants 
highlighted the enduring 
relevance of Guru Sahib’s 
teachings, which con-
tinue to inspire the hu-
manity through their 
message of tolerance, 
compassion, justice and 
universal brotherhood. 

National seminar, exhibition 
mark 350th martyrdom anniversary of 

Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
RK News Service

Anantnag, Jun 24: First 
of its kind, a two-day In-
ternational Conference 
on the theme “The Sacred 
Journey to Shri Amar-
nath Ji: A Multi-Dimen-
sional Perspective” com-
menced on Wednesday 
at Government College 
for Women (GCW), An-
antnag.

The conference, being 
organised by District 
Administration in col-

laboration with the host 
college, has brought to-
gether administrators, 
faculty from reputed in-
stitutions and organisa-
tions, eminent academi-
cians, researchers, 
scholars, students, offi-
cials and civil society 
members.

The inaugural session 
was attended by Deputy 
Commissioner(DC), Dr. 
Bilal Mohiuddin Bhat 
(Patron of the Confer-
ence), Principal GCW, 

Prof Khalida Hassan (Co-
patron of the Conference), 
Prof Monowar Alam Kha-
lid (Professor Environ-
mental Science and Dean 
Students Welfare, Integral 
University Lucknow), Prof 
Himanshu Roy (Professor 
Centre for Political Stud-
ies, JNU), Prof Kapil 
Kumar (Former Chair 
Professor, Centre for 
Freedom Struggle and 
Diaspora Studies), Prof 
Farooq Ahmad Malik, 
GDCW (Organising Sec-

retary), faculty of various 
Govt Degree Colleges, 
academicians, research-
ers, scholars, students 
and civil society members.

Three sessions were held 
on first day during which 
the speakers deliberated 
upon various aspects of 
the revered Shri Amar-
nath Ji Yatra (SANJY). 
They highlighted the 
historical, cultural and 
spiritual significance of 
the Annual Himalayan 
Pilgrimage besides elab-

orating it's administra-
tive, socioeconomic and 
ecological dimensions.

In her welcome address, 
Principal of the College 
highlighted the impor-
tance of academic discus-
sions on heritage, tradi-
tions and the overall 
significance of the an-
nual SANJY. She said the 
platform will serve as a 
great opportunity to en-
gage on multicultural 
aspects of the sacred Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra.

Two-day international conference ‘The Sacred Journey to Shri 
Amarnath Ji’ commences at Anantnag
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Srinagar, June 24 - De-
partment of Handicrafts 
and Handloom, Kashmir, 
has been conferred with 
the prestigious SKOCH 
Award for its innovative 
GI QR Code Management 
System, implemented 
through the Pashmina 
Testing & Quality Certi-
fication Centre (PTQCC) 
at the Craft Development 
Institute (CDI) and the 
NABL-accredited Carpet 
Testing Laboratory at 
IICT, Srinagar.

The award recognizes 
the Department's pioneer-
ing use of technology to 
strengthen product au-
thenticity, quality assur-
ance, sustainability and 
artisan welfare in the 
handicrafts sector.

In a statement issued 
here , a spokesperson of 
the department said, “The 
GI QR Code Management 
System is among the 
country's first compre-
hensive QR code-based 
Geographical Indication 

(GI) certification mech-
anisms for handicrafts”.

The award was received 
by Sajid Nazir, Senior 
Faculty, CDI, on behalf 
of the Department at a 
ceremony in New Delhi.

The award-winning 

system enables buyers 
to instantly verify the 
authenticity, origin and 
quality of products such 
as Pashmina and Kani 
shawls, Sozni embroidery, 
hand-knotted carpets and 
other GI registered crafts. 

By scanning the QR code, 
consumers can trace a 
product back to the arti-
san or institution that 
created it, ensuring trans-
parency and preventing 
counterfeiting.

The spokesperson said 

thousands of handicraft 
products have already 
been labelled under the 
initiative, enhancing 
consumer confidence, 
expanding market access 
and supporting export 
growth.

Congratulating the 
technical teams of PTQCC 
and IICT, Director Hand-
icrafts and Handloom, 
Kashmir, Sh. Mussarat 
Islam, said the recogni-
tion reflects the Depart-
ment's commitment to 
preserving Kashmir's 
rich craft heritage. He 
added that the QR code 
system provides direct 
visibility to artisans, 
helping them connect 
with buyers and access 
niche global markets, 
thereby improving their 
economic prospects.

The SKOCH Award is 
a prestigious national 
recognition honouring 
innovative initiatives 
that promote excel-
lence, good governance, 
and inclusive develop-
ment.

Arif Rashid

Srinagar, June 23: The 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Government has direct-
ed officials across all 
districts to ensure that 
genuinely eligible ben-
eficiaries are not ex-
cluded from the final 
beneficiary list under 
the Pradhan Mantri 
Awaas Yojana-Gramin 
(PMAY-G) 2.0 and to ad-
dress all related griev-
ances on a priority basis.

In a communication 
issued to the Directors 
of Rural Development 
Departments of Jammu 
and Kashmir divisions, 
Secretary to Govern-
ment, Mohammad Aijaz, 
emphasized the need for 
strict adherence to the 
guidelines issued by the 
Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment, Government of 
India, regarding the fi-
nalization of the Perma-
nent Wait List (PWL) 
under PMAY-G 2.0.

The directive follows 
reports and representa-
tions from several dis-

tricts highlighting con-
cerns over the exclusion 
of deserving households 
from the final benefi-
ciary list. According to 
the communication, some 
eligible beneficiaries 
were reportedly rejected 
or deleted due to inad-
vertent errors and defi-
ciencies during the sur-
vey and verification 
process.

The Secretary has 
asked all Assistant Com-
missioners Development 
(ACDs) and Block Devel-
opment Officers (BDOs) 
to ensure that the dele-
tion of ineligible house-
holds is carried out 
strictly in accordance 
with the Ministry's 
guidelines issued vide 
D.O. No. M-12018/02/2019-
RH(M&T) (Part) (e-
390818) dated May 13, 
2026.

Officials have also been 
instructed to identify, 
examine and rectify 
cases where genuinely 
eligible beneficiaries may 
have been wrongly re-
jected or removed from 

the list. Furthermore, 
all grievances and public 
representations regard-
ing exclusion from the 
PMAY-G 2.0 beneficiary 
list are to be addressed 
promptly, with corrective 
measures taken wher-
ever necessary.

The government has 
warned that any omis-
sion, rejection or deletion 
of an eligible beneficia-
ry resulting from negli-
gence, inadequate veri-
fication, lack of due 
diligence or administra-
tive oversight will be 
viewed seriously. The 
officers or officials re-
sponsible for such lapses 
will be held personally 
accountable and may face 
action under the relevant 
rules.

The communication 
stresses that the matter 
should be treated as "Most 
Urgent" and accorded top 
priority to ensure that 
no deserving household 
is deprived of the benefits 
envisaged under the flag-
ship rural housing 
scheme.

Kashmir’s GI QR Code System 
Earns National recognition

Technology-driven authentication system strengthens global 
trust in Pashmina, Carpets & other heritage crafts

Govt Orders 
Inclusion of Eligible 

PMAY-G Beneficiaries
Officials told to rectify wrongful exclusions , 

address grievances on priority

RK News Service

Srinagar, June 24: The 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Government on Wednes-
day reviewed measures 
to promote reuse of 
treated wastewater and 
strengthen sustainable 
water management under 
the Jal Hi AMRIT initia-
tive of AMRUT 2.0.

A meeting of the Water 
Resource Recovery Cell 
(WRRC) was held under 
the chairpersonship of 
Commissioner/Secre-
tary, Housing and Urban 
Development, Mandeep 
Kaur, to discuss strate-
gies for water circular-
ity, resource recovery 
and wider use of treated 
wastewater for non-po-
table purposes.

During the meeting, 
officials informed that 
J&K is implementing 
AMRUT 2.0 through wa-
ter supply, sewerage and 
water body rejuvenation 
projects. Under its Jal 
Hi AMRIT component, 

aimed at upgrading Sew-
erage Treatment Plants 
through incentive-based 
funding, Jammu and 
Kashmir has secured 
incentives worth Rs 10.50 
crore so far.

The government has 
initiated installation of 
SCADA systems, ter-
tiary treatment facilities 
and other interventions 
to improve wastewater 
treatment quality and 
encourage reuse.

The meeting was in-
formed that the Water 
Resource Recovery Cell 
has been constituted to 

facilitate inter-depart-
mental coordination for 
effective utilisation of 
treated wastewater. Mem-
bers include representa-
tives from Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Industries 
and Commerce, Munic-
ipalities, Jal Shakti, Ir-
rigation and Flood Con-
trol, J&K Pollution 
Control Committee, 
Forest Department and 
industrial bodies.

Chairing the meeting, 
Mandeep Kaur stressed 
that treated water meet-
ing prescribed standards 
should be utilised for 

irrigation of parks and 
gardens, industrial pro-
cesses, construction 
activities, automobile 
cleaning, kitchen gar-
dens and reducing de-
pendence on potable 
water for non-drinking 
purposes.

The Jal Shakti Depart-
ment and Urban Envi-
ronmental Engineering 
Department (UEED) 
were advised to explore 
projects for developing 
an exclusive network 
for supply of treated 
wastewater to parks and 
gardens in Srinagar. A 
working group was also 
proposed for Jammu to 
prepare a comprehen-
sive plan for productive 
use of treated wastewa-
ter.

The meeting was at-
tended by senior officials 
from various depart-
ments, including JKPCC, 
municipal corporations, 
agriculture, horticul-
ture, industries and 
engineering wings.

Govt Pushes Reuse 
of Treated Wastewater

Srinagar, Jammu to explore dedicated treated wastewater networks
Aatif Qayoom

Srinagar, June 24: Af-
ter remaining closed for 
more than a month, the 
Gulmarg Gondola is 
likely to resume opera-
tions today, bringing 
much needed relief and 
excitement to tourists, 
local residents, and busi-
nesses associated with 
Kashmir's tourism in-
dustry.

The reopening of the 
world famous cable car 
service comes as wel-
come news for thousands 
of visitors who travel to 
Gulmarg every year, 
particularly during the 
summer season. For 
many tourists, a trip to 
Gulmarg feels incom-
plete without a ride on 
the Gondola, which offers 
breathtaking views of 
lush meadows, pine for-
ests, and the majestic 
Afarwat mountains.

Officials associated 
with the Cable Car Cor-
poration said prepara-
tions for the resumption 
of services have been 
completed and that the 

corporation is hopeful 
of restarting operations 
after necessary proce-
dures were carried out 
following the recent 
technical issue.

The Gondola service 
was suspended after a 
technical glitch left 
nearly 300 tourists 
stranded mid air. All 
passengers were rescued 
safely, and the govern-
ment subsequently or-
dered an inquiry into 
the incident. Officials 
said the inquiry com-
mittee has submitted its 
report, clearing the way 
for the expected reopen-
ing.

The shutdown had a 
visible impact on tourist 
activity in Gulmarg. Lo-
cal hoteliers, restaurant 
owners, guides, pony 
operators, and shopkeep-
ers reported a decline 
in visitors during the 
closure period. Many 
tourists who arrived in 
the famous hill resort 
expressed disappoint-
ment upon learning that 
the Gondola service was 
not operational.

Gulmarg Gondola Set 
to Resume Today

Mansoor Peer

Srinagar, Jun 24: To 
standardize postgraduate 
medical education across 
the country, the National 
Medical Commission 
(NMC) has announced 
that all Post Graduate 
(PG) Diploma courses in 
medical colleges and in-
stitutions will be phased 
out and converted into 
Post Graduate Broad Spe-
cialty Degree courses 
(MD/MS) from the aca-
demic year 2027-28 on-
wards.

As per a public notice 
issued by Postgraduate 
Medical Education Board 
(PGMEB) under NMC, 
the Academic Year 2026-
27 will be the final year 
for admissions to PG Di-
ploma courses. No fresh 
admissions will be per-
mitted to such courses 
from the Academic Year 
2027-28, after which the 
diploma programs will 

cease to function.
The commission stated 

that several medical col-
leges across the country 
are currently running 
both PG Diploma and MD/
MS courses in the same 
specialties, while some 
institutions continue to 
offer only diploma pro-
grams.

The NMC observed that 
many of these institutions 
already possess adequate 
infrastructure, faculty 
strength, clinical mate-
rial and other resources 
required for conversion 
of diploma seats into de-
gree seats.

The move has been 
taken to enhance the 
quality and recognition 
of specialist medical 
training, align postgrad-
uate qualifications with 
contemporary educa-
tional standards and 
optimize the utilization 
of existing institutional 
capacities.

Postgraduate Medical 
Diploma Courses to End 

From 2027–28
Medical colleges asked to convert diploma 

seats into MD/MS programmes

Umar Raina

Srinagar,  June 24: A 
tragic road accident oc-
curred near Marpochoo 
Bridge in the Drass area 
on Tuesday evening when 
a Fronx vehicle (Regis-
tration No. LA01/4920) 
travelling from Sonamarg 
to Kargil reportedly 
plunged into a river, leav-
ing four occupants, in-
cluding two young wom-
en, feared dead.

According to sources, 
the incident came to light 
after family members lost 
contact with the occu-
pants. While three mobile 
phones were found 
switched off, one phone 
continued to ring without 
being answered, prompt-
ing relatives to alert the 
police.

Drass Police, civil ad-
ministration officials, 
and rescue teams rushed 

to the spot and discovered 
tyre marks leading to-
wards the river. During 
the search operation, the 
body of a 35-year-old man, 
identified as Agha Syed 
Baqir, son of Syed Muslim 
of Linkerchey, was re-
covered from the river-
bank.

The three remaining 
missing persons have 
been identified as Sajjad 

Hussain (26), son of Haji 
Mahmood Hussain; Ha-
sina Bano, daughter of 
Mahmood Hussain; and 
Sigra Bano (23), daughter 
of Mohammad Ali, all 
residents of Gato Link-
erchey. Rescue efforts 
continued until 2 a.m. but 
were suspended due to 
darkness and resumed 
on Wednesday morning. 
Police sources said he 

and Deputy Commis-
sioner Drass Imtiaz Ah-
mad Kacho are person-
ally supervising the 
operation. However, 
strong river currents 
have hampered efforts 
to trace the vehicle and 
the missing persons. A 
case has been registered 
under FIR No. 20/2026 
under Section 281 of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS).

Meanwhile, in a sepa-
rate incident in the Barn-
abug Poshkar area of 
Kangan in central Kash-
mir’s Ganderbal district, 
a man allegedly ended 
his life by jumping into 
the hydro power canal. 
Following information 
from family members, 
Kangan police and SDRF 
teams launched a search 
operation and recovered 
the body after strenuous 
efforts.

Four Feared Dead as Vehicle Falls 
Into River in Drass

One Body Recovered, Search Continues
Idrees Bukhtiyar

Srinagar, June 24: The 
Islamic University of Sci-
ence and Technology 
(IUST), Awantipora, on 
Wednesday organised the 
HR Conclave 2026, bring-
ing together leading hu-
man resource profession-
als, industry experts, 
policymakers, academi-
cians and students to 
deliberate on workforce 
readiness and emerging 
industry expectations.

Organised by the Cen-
tre for Career Counsel-
ling and Placements 
(CCCP) in collaboration 
with Industry Connect 
under the aegis of the 
Dean Outreach, the con-
clave was themed “Youth, 
Skills and Employment: 
Bridging Academia and 
Industry for Sustainable 
Careers.”

The inaugural session 
was chaired by Vice Chan-
cellor Prof. Shakil A. 
Romshoo and attended by 

Dr. Subi Chaturvedi, 
Global Senior Vice Pres-
ident and Chief Public 
Policy & Corporate Affairs 
Officer at InMobi, and 
Harish Mahadevan, Vice 
President-HR, OneCell AI 
Inc., as guests of honour.

In his keynote address, 
Prof. Romshoo under-
scored the crucial role of 
universities in preparing 
students for future op-
portunities through in-
novation, entrepreneur-
ship and stronger 
industry engagement. He 
said educational institu-

tions must nurture talent, 
promote innovation and 
build meaningful part-
nerships that transform 
education into opportuni-
ties and impact.

Speaking on the trans-
formative influence of 
technology on careers 
and economies, Dr. 
Chaturvedi highlighted 
the need to equip young 
people with relevant skills 
to ensure inclusive and 
sustainable growth.

She said platforms such 
as the HR Conclave help 
strengthen industry-

academia collaboration 
and prepare students for 
the rapidly evolving world 
of work.

Harish Mahadevan 
shared insights into 
changing workplace dy-
namics and talent re-
quirements in an increas-
ingly technology-driven 
environment. He noted 
that future success would 
depend on a combination 
of technical expertise, 
adaptability, creativity 
and a commitment to 
lifelong learning.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Registrar Prof. Sha-
meem A. Shah reiterated 
IUST’s commitment to 
enhancing student em-
ployability and profes-
sional excellence. He 
stressed that higher 
education institutions 
must focus not only on 
academic achievement 
but also on developing 
competencies that sup-
port career growth and 
employability.

IUST Holds HR Conclave to Bridge 
Academia-Industry Gap
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NOTICE 
In the Adhar card vide aadhar no 831805990096, my name  has been enrolled as 
Hajira instead of Hajra Begum Panjra. Now I want to apply for it's Correction in 
this regarding if anybody is having any objection he may file same to the Concerned 
Department within a period of Seven days after seven days no objection will be 
entertained. 

Hajra Begum Panjra
W/o:- Mohd Maqbool Panjra, 

PD	 R/o:-Ibrahim Coloney Sgr J&K:- 190014

NOTICE
I, Mangalbai Motilal Pawar mother of No- 15745997L SIGMN Pawar Dipak Motilal 
presently residing at Vill- Talwade, PO- Shirsale, Teh- Amalner, Distt- Jalgaon, 
State- Maharashtra, PIN-425401 do hereby declare that i have changed my name 
from Mangalbai to Mangalbai Motilal Pawar vide affidavit No:- IN-JK33165265168026Y 
dated:- 24-Jun-2026 which was wrongly declared by my son at the time of Enrollment. 
However my correct name is Mangalbai Motilal Pawar. Now the same is to be 
corrected. Objection if any must reach 2 RR Bn Zainkote, Srinagar Jammu and 
Kashmir within one week. After that no objection will be entertained.             PD

NOTICE
I, Bhagwan Jankiram Alhat father of No- 15583350X Hav Alhat Baleeram Bhagwan 
presently residing at Vill- Masrul, PO- Masrul, Teh- Buldhana, Distt- Buldhana, 
State- Maharashtra, PIN-443106 do hereby declare that i have changed my 
name from Alhat Bhagwan Jankiram to Bhagwan Jankiram Alhat vide affidavit 
No:- IN-JK33162078145417Y dated:- 24-Jun-2026 which was wrongly declared 
by my son at the time of Enrollment. However my correct name is Bhagwan 
Jankiram Alhat. Now the same is to be corrected. Objection if any must reach 
2 RR Bn Zainkote, Srinagar Jammu and Kashmir within one week. After that no 
objection will be entertained.			                 PD

Office of Naib Tehsildar Nowgam/Sanatnagar  Tehsil Chanapora/ Natipora
Subject: - online application for issuance of legal heir in favour of legal heirs of  deceased  Fatima Rashid w/o Abdul Rashid 
Khan R/o Khan Colony Chanapora Srinagar who expired on 23.02.2021

NOTICE 
The above titled online application for issuance of legal heir’s certificate is under process in our office. In this regard, the 
report obtained from field staff reveals that Fatima Rashid w/o Abdul Rashid Khan R/o Khan Colony Chanapora Srinagar 
who expired on 23.02.2021, the said deceased was survived by following legal heirs.

Sno. Name Relationship 
with deceased 

Age Occupation

1 Bilal Ahmad Khan Son 50years Married 

2 Fehmeeda Bilal Daughter 54Years Married 

3 Feroza Mushtaq Daughter 48years Married 

If anyone is having any objection in this regard, he/she may intimate the office of Naib Tehsildar Nowgam/Tehsil office 
Chanapora either personally or through any authorised agent within seven days from the date of publication of this notice, 
after expiry of said period no claim shall be entertained.			   NW

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
This is to inform the general public that my name has been wrongly mentioned in 
my Aadhaar Card bearing Aadhaar No. 948427768384. Now I want to change my 
name from  Bilal ahmad dar (Old Name) to OWAIS AKRAM DAR (New Name). In this 
regard, if anyone has any objection, he or she may approach the concerned authorities 
within a period of seven days. After that, no objection shall be entertained.

Name: - OWAIS AKRAM DAR
S/o: - MOHAMAD AKRAM DAR

IR	 R/O: - WATERHAIL Budgam , Jammu And Kashmir- 191111.

NOTICE 
I Gowhar Amin (as per Service records ) S/O Mohd Amin R/O Umarhair 
Buchpora Srinagar want to change my name from Gowhar Amin to 
"GAWHER AMIN" (as per matriculation DOB Certificate) If anyone 
has any objections kindly intimate to concerned DDO Block Medical 
Officer Khanshib Dist. Budgam within 7 days from the date issue of 
this notice.					        Inf

PUBLIC NOTICE
In my saving bank account no. 0074040800002673, my name and my parentage has been wrongly 
admitted as "Syed Altaf Hussain S/o Syed Gh Ali "while as per adhaar my actual name and parentage is 
written as "Syed Altaf Hussien Razvi S/o Gh Ali" now I am applying for its correction, in this regard if 
anybody is having any objection may file the same to Manager J&K Bank Branch Tarzoo Sopore, within 
the period of Seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be 
entertained.

Syed Altaf Hussien Razvi
S/o: Gh Ali

GM	 R/o: Haigam Sopore, district Baramulla

PUBLIC NOTICE
In my son's adhaar card bearing no. 628439191507, his name has been wrongly admitted as "Muneeb 
Ahmad Dar" while as his actual name is written as "Munaib Ul Irshad " also his actual DOB is 20/08/2011 
instead of 03/05/2006, now I am applying for its correction, in this regard if anybody is having any 
objection may file the same to concerned department within the period of seven days from the date of 
publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be entertained.

Irshad Ahmad Dar
F/o: Munaib Ul Irshad

GM	 R/o: Pazalpora Rafiabad, district Baramulla.

NOTICE
I want to correct my name in  Provisional Certificate ,Degree & Marksheet bearing  
Registration No, Roll No,Serial no: IUST/BTECH/09/46 ,EC0955 & 51  from Shoaib 
Mohmad To Shoab Mohmad   .Now I am applying for correction    .In  this regard if 
anybody is having any objection may file the same to Concerned Department  /IUST 
within the period of seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After that 
no objection shall be entertained.
9469639861					            11439

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR BOARD OF 
SCHOOL EDUCATION
NEW CAMPUS BEMINA SRINAGAR

                 PUBLIC NOTICE
I have passed/appeared in Secondary School Examination (Class-10th) under Roll 
No: 139005082, Session: Annual Regular 2025, year:- 2025 through the Jammu and 
Kashmir Board of School Education. The error has been committed by the NA against 
my Name as Fatima instead of Fatima Jabeen. Now, I have applied for correction/
rectification of error in the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education, New 
Campus Bemina, Srinagar, if any person has any objection in this regard, may 
file the same in the office of the Assistant Secretary, Certificates-KD within sev-
en days from the date of Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no objection will 
be entertained. This is published for the information of general public.

Safa Niyaz
Father's Name:-Niyaz Ahmad Sheikh

Mother's Name: Fatima Jabeen
				         Date of Birth :- 28-08-2007	

Residence:-Manigam Ganderbal
11440	 Mobile No:- 9596005883/9469722235

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mohd Ashraf Ganie, S/o Late Gh. Mohd Ganie, R/o Baba Gund 
Pattan, was a student of Govt. HHS Sherabad under Admission No. 
573 in the year 1997. My Class 9th pass certificate issued by the said 
institution has been lost/misplaced. I have applied for the issuance of 
a duplicate certificate from the concerned institution. If anybody has 
any objection, may contact the Principal, Govt. HHS Sherabad within 
7 days from the date of publication of this notice.		                 Inf

PUBLIC NOTICE
Subject: Grant of Registration of the Proposed Travel Unit under the name and 
style “Professional travels ” situated at killora malikgund, J&K. Whereas, I Mr. 
Mohammad Shahid  S/o ----------------, R/o --------------, Kashmir intends 
to apply in the Department of Tourism for Registration of my proposed Travel 
Unit under the name and style “ --------------------------------” situated at 
----------------------- Kashmir under Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12. 
Whereas, I will submit State Subject / Domicile Certificate, Qualification 
Certificate, PAN Card, Experience Certificate (Minimum 05 Years), Character 
Certificate (Police Department), Bank Statement (Minimum Balance 10000), 
Site Plan, Non Conviction Affidavit , Rent Deed duly attested by Sub-Registrar, 
Printing Material (Letter Head / Visiting Card), Photograph of the Unit (indoor 
and outdoor) and Two Passport Size Photographs to the Department of Tourism 
as per prescribed checklist prior to Registration of my unit as an Excursion 
Agency. Now as per J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011/12, 
before my case is processed for registration by the Competent Authority, the 
matter is hereby notified for information of general public / Financial Institutions 
/ Bank / Organisation etc. for objection, if any, and the same should reach to 
the Assistant Director Tourism Pahalgam Registration (e-mail ID: 
jktourismpahalgam@gmail.com, Contact No. 01936243224) within a period 
of seven (07) days from the publication of this notice in leading local newspaper/s 
of the valley. No objections beyond a period of seven (07) days shall be entertained.
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THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR BOARD OF 
SCHOOL EDUCATION
NEW CAMPUS BEMINA SRINAGAR

                 PUBLIC NOTICE
I have passed/appeared in Secondary School Examination (Class-10th) under Roll No: 
107021031, Session: Oct-Nov, year:- 2025 through the Jammu and Kashmir Board 
of School Education. The error has been committed by the NA against my Name as 
Rehaan Farooq Nazir instead of Rehaan Nazir Tantray. Now, I have applied for correc-
tion/rectification of error in the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education, 
New Campus Bemina, Srinagar, if any person has any objection in this regard, 
may file the same in the office of the Assistant Secretary, Certificates-KD within 
seven days from the date of Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no objection 
will be entertained. This is published for the information of general public.

Rehaan Nazir Tantray
Father's Name:-Nazir Ahmad Tantray

Mother's Name: Haja Begum
				         Date of Birth :- 05-10-2010	

Residence:-Singhpora Kalan Baramulla
0011	 Mobile No:- 6006690731

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR BOARD OF 
SCHOOL EDUCATION
NEW CAMPUS BEMINA SRINAGAR

                 PUBLIC NOTICE
I have passed/appeared in Secondary School Examination (Class-10th) under Roll No: 
107021032, Session: Oct-Nov, year:- 2025 through the Jammu and Kashmir Board 
of School Education. The error has been committed by the NA against my Name as 
Mubashir Nisar Ashraf instead of Mubashir Ashraf. Now, I have applied for correction/
rectification of error in the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education, New 
Campus Bemina, Srinagar, if any person has any objection in this regard, may 
file the same in the office of the Assistant Secretary, Certificates-KD within sev-
en days from the date of Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no objection will 
be entertained. This is published for the information of general public.

Mubashir Ashraf
Father's Name:-Mohammad Ashraf Mir

Mother's Name: Rafika Begum
				         Date of Birth :- 

07-03-2009Residence:-Nowpora Jagir
0011	 Mobile No:- 6006431393

THE JAMMU AND KASHMIR BOARD OF 
SCHOOL EDUCATION
NEW CAMPUS BEMINA SRINAGAR

                 PUBLIC NOTICE
I have passed/appeared in Secondary School Examination (Class-10th) under Roll No: 
107021033, Session: Oct-Nov, year:- 2025 through the Jammu and Kashmir Board of 
School Education. The error has been committed by the NA against my Name as Navid 
Rashid Kumar instead of Naveed Rashid Kumar. Now, I have applied for correction/
rectification of error in the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education, New 
Campus Bemina, Srinagar, if any person has any objection in this regard, may 
file the same in the office of the Assistant Secretary, Certificates-KD within sev-
en days from the date of Publication of this notice, after the expiry of said period no objection will 
be entertained. This is published for the information of general public.

Naveed Rashid Kumar
Father's Name:-Abdul Rashid Kumar

Mother's Name: Saleema Begum
				         Date of Birth :- 10-03-2010	

Residence:-Singhpora Kalan Baramulla
0011	 Mobile No:- 6006723730

This is inform to the general public that in School records the 

name of my wards has been mentioned as Moosa Rafiq and 

Mohammad Taha While as their Correct name are Moosa Rafiq 

Ganie and Mohammad Taha Ganie. Mothers name of my wards 

are also wronlgy mentioned as Arifat instead of Arifat Yousuf. 

Now i want to apply for the Corection of the same. if anybody has 

any objection in this regard he/she may contact Tibetan Public 

School, Badamwari Hawal, Srinagar within 07 days after that no 

objection will be entertained.
RAFIQ AHMAD GANIE
F/O: MOOSA RAFIQ GANIE AND MOHAMMAD TAHA GANIE
M/N: ARIFAT YOUSUF
R/O: CHANNA MOHALLA, CHATTABAL SRINAGAR

NOTICE 
I have changed my name father’s name 
from old name Mehraj ud din shergujri 
S/O Gasha Sheergujri to New name 
and F/Name Mehraj ud din Sheergojri 
S/O Gashi Sheergojri . In future I will 
know as new name and F/N Mehraj 
ud din Sheergojri S/O Gashi Sheergojri. 
If anybody having any objection 

MP

The Executive Engineer PHE Division Baramulla
Khawaja Bagh, District Baramulla

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
Email ID:- kmrphebla@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-NIT No. 03 of 06/2026 dated 22.06.2026

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Division Baramulla, invites e-tenders from “reputed and resourceful eligible Bidders/ Firms/Companies / Consortiums/ joint ventures registered in JKPWD/CPWD/Railways/
MES/ROC or any other State Government for “Electrical/ Electro-Mechanical and Civil Works” for Water Supply Scheme Watergam Town under CAPEX BUDGET on EPC Mode for an amount of Rs. 1477.00 Lacs”
The bidding process shall be completed online on www.jktenders.gov.in in two covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of Pre- Qualification Criteria, General Terms and Conditions, Scope of work and Technical Specifications and Cover 2nd consisting of Financial Bid 
on percentage basis, in the prescribed BOQ.
ANNEXURE-A

S.No Particulars of Work Total EPC Cost Tender Fee Earnest Money Bid Validity Period Time of completion

1. Water Supply Scheme Watergam Town under CAPEX BUDGET on EPC Mode Rs. 1477.00 Rs. 
10,000/-

Rs. 3000000/- 180 days 18 Months 

Position of funds:			   Projected under UT Capex
Administrative Approval:	 Accorded vide Govt. Order No. 120-JK(HUD) of 2026 dated 10.06.2026.
Position of TS: 			   Tenders invited on EPC
The tender inviting authority: 	 Executive Engineer PHE Division Baramulla on behalf of Chief Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt. Kashmir

i) Publish Date 22.06.2026

ii) Document Download/sale start Date 24.06.2026

iii) Bid submission start date 24.06.2026

iv) Pre-Bid Meeting date 29.06.2026 from 10.00 hrs to 13.00 hrs

v) Bid submission end date 10.07.2026 upto 02.00PM

vi) Date and time of Bid opening 10.07.2026 at 04.00PM

1. Bid documents can be accessed and downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in.
2. The pre-bid meeting will be held in the office chamber of the Chief Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Department Kashmir, Srinagar through virtual/offline mode.
3. The whole bidding process shall be completed online on tender portalwww.jktenders.gov.in. The intending bidders can download the bid document from the tender portal and can submit their bids by uploading them on the tender portal. 
4. The valid bids received shall be opened online in the office of Chief Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Department Kashmir, Srinagar Bids must be accompanied by EMD and cost of Tender 
5. Document as specified in column 4 & 5 of the table and shall be payable at Kashmir. The cost of tender documents should be in the form of TR/e Challan/DD/CDR/FDR in favour of the Executive Engineer , Jal Shakti (PHE) Division Baramulla. 
6. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape of TR/e-Challan, Earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR/DD and other relevant documents shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial cover. 
7. EMD of Rs 3000000/= Thirty lacs in the form of CDR/FDR/DD/BG in favour FA/CAO, PHE Jalshakti Department Kashmir
7. The bid shall remain valid for a period of 180 days from the last date of submission of bids. withdraws his bid before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the same shall be considered to be in violation of bid 
security declaration and shall be dealt with accordingly and the bid shall be declared non-responsive.
8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website. www.jktenders.gov.in.
9. Queries by email if any should be sent to all the mail IDs below: • kmrphebla@gmail.com

Sd/-
No. PHE/Bla/1329-33 	 Executive Engineer
Dt. 22.06.2026 		  PHE Division Baramulla
DIPK-2493-26  Dated:- 24-06-2026

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) SOPORE

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
FRESH NIT No   22     /RnB /Sopore of 2026-27  Dated:    24 -06-2026(4th   call) 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Government of J&K UT, e-tenders are being invited on percentage basis (as applicable) from approved and eligible Contractors registered with the J&K Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central Governments for the following works.

S.
No

Name of Work Adv. Cost (Rs. In 
Lacs) incl. cost  of 
tar & GST

Earnest 
money
(In Rupees

Cost of T/Doc.
(In Rupees )

Time of 
completion

M.H of Account Class of 
Contractor

Positing of AAA Position of TS

1
Macadamization of inner links of Dangerpora 
by way of Providing and laying of Providing 
and laying of 75 mm WBM WBM, 75 mm thick 
WMM, 50 MM thick BM amd 25 mm thick 
semidense  incld seal coat and Berm filling by 
way of  GSB.

     
78.44 156880/ 1600/- 30 days C&T sector Capex 

Budget 2026-27
AAY

Accorded by SE 
R&B Circle Bla vide 
his order No/17 
of 2026-27 dated: 
16.5.2026

 SE R&B Circle Baramulla  vide 
his order No:18 of 2026-27 
dated: 18.5.2026

2
Macadamization of Rampora Rajpora and 
Sampora Road by way of  Providing and lay-
ing WBM Grade-2nd in Patches/Stretches , 
75 mm thick WMM, 50 mm thick Bitiminous 
Macadam and 25 mm thick semidense incld 6 
mm thick IRC type seal coat  and Berm filling 
by way of GSB

    
 58.829       117658/ 1600/- 30 days C&T sector Capex 

Budget 2026-27
AAY

Accorded by SE 
R&B Circle Bla vide 
his order No/18 
of 2026-27 dated: 
16.5.2026

SE R&B Circle Baramulla  vide 
his order No:17 of 2026-27 
dated: 18.5.2026

3

Macadamization of inner links at Hathlangoo 
road by way of 75 mm thick WBM, 75 mm 
WMM, 50 Bitiminous Macdam and 25 mm 
thick semidense,6 mm thick IRC type seal coat 
with GSB  for Berms

     
39.13       78260/- 1100/- 20 days C&T sector Capex 

Budget 2026-27
AAY/ BEE

Accorded by SE 
R&B Circle Bla vide 
his order No/22 
of 2026-27 dated: 
16.5.2026

EE/R&B Sopore  04/TS of 
2026-27
EE/R&B Sopore 04/TS of 
2026-27

Project Authority:-       Chief Engineer, PWD (R&B) North Kashmir.           
Position of funds:    Partially available.
1.  The bidding documents, which would include qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications/drawings, a bill of quantities (B.O.Q), a set of contract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.
gov.in on the dates listed below:

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice                       24-06-2026

2 Period of downloading of bidding documents                       24-06-2026

3 Bid submission Start Date                        24-06-2026

4 Bid Submission End Date    03 -07-2026  4:00 PM

5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)        04 -07-2026  11.00 AM

Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid submission start date and the Bid Submission End date) with NIT No. Name of work and Serial No. deposited in M.H. 0059 in the name of Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore (tender inviting authority) 
as the cost of the tender document. 
Geotech Photographs Minimum 03 sets (01 set Comprising of Photographs before, during and after execution of work) of size 26 cm x21 cm  to be provided.
2.	 At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore (dated between the bid submission start 

date and the Bid Submission End date) otherwise the tender will be rejected. The successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 5% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the Government’s circular instructions from time to time. The 
earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of a Performance Security of 5% of the contract cost, in single CDR/FDR/BG which will be released after successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.

3.	 Unbalanced Bid:- In case bid of the successful bidder is unbalanced, the Successful bidder will have to provide additional performance security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer, R&B Division Sopore (tender receiving authority) vide Principal 
Secretary to Government Finance department’s  circular issued under endorsement  No: DF-Code/ 441/ 2021-02-158 dated” 8.8.2025

a:	 Where the bid price is below 10% but not below 20% of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guarantee/security percentage shall be Incremented by 0.1% for every percentage of bid price below 10% of the project cost put to bid starting at 11% with 
the additional bid performance guarantee being 0.1% and this additional performance guarantee percentage shall be applied on the bid price.

b. 	 Where the bid price is 20% or more below of the project cost put to bid, the additional performance guarantee percentage shall be Incremented by 0.2% for every percentage of bid price below 20% of the project cost put to bid in addition to 1% of the bid price and this 
additional performance guarantee percentage shall be applied on the bid price.

c,	 The additional performance guarantee percentage shall be rounded off to the next lower percentage based on whether the decimal point of the percentage of bid price is below 0.5% or next higher percentage based on whether the decimal point of the percentage of 
bid price is 0.5% or more.

d,	 The additional performance security shall be treated as part of the performance security . Additional performance security shall be  taken only after approval of next  higher  authority.
The additional performance security shall be released only after successful completion of 	 work.
4.	 The date and time of bid opening shall be notified on the Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and automatically communicated to bidders via an e-mail message sent to their e-mail address. Responsive bidders’ bids will be opened online on the same Web Site in the Office 

of the Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore (tender receiving authority).
5.	 Bids for the work shall be valid for 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids.
6.	 Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
6.1	 Bidders are advised to download the bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as the “Bidders Manual Kit” option on the website www.jktenders.gov to familiarize themselves with the bid submission process.
6.2	 In order to participate in the bidding process, bidders must obtain a ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ under the Information Technology Act of 2000. Any approved Vendor can provide bidders with a digital certificate.
6.3	 Bidders must submit their bids in electronic format with a digital signature online. No physical bids will be accepted.
6.4	 Bids will be opened online in accordance with the time schedule specified in Para-1.
6.5	 Bidders must upload online scanned copy of all required documents (within the document upload limits) with their technical bid.

Sd/-
No:2809-18		              	 Executive Engineer 
Dated: 24 -06-2026	               		   R&B  Division Sopore
DIPK-2500-26    Dated:- 24-06-2026
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FORM No. STK –-6
PUBLIC NOTICE

[Pursuant to sub-section (2) and sub-section (4) of section 248 of the Companies Act, 2013 and rule
7 of the Companies (Removal of Names of Companies from the Register of Companies) Rules, 2016]

Public :ROC/C-PACE/STK-2/248(2)/2026-27/545                                                                                                                                          Date: 17/06/2026
Reference:

In the matter of striking off or removal of names of (5) companies in the Jammu and kashmir state under section 248 of the Companies 
Act, 2013 in respect of:

S. No. Work Item CIN Company Name 
1 AC3853162 U74109JK2024PTC016155 JHELUM DESIGN STUDIO PRIVATE LIMITED
2 AC3785863 U41001JK2025PTC017128 SVPRIME ENGINEERS PRIVATE LIMITED 
3 AC3782277 U70200JK2025OPC016949 STRATIORA CONSULTING (OPC) PRIVATE LIMITED
4 AC3661187 U63999JK2024PTC015495 GIRITRA LABS PRIVATE LIMITED
5 AC3705495 U51909JK2020PTC011446 KRISHNA GANGAMRIT AROGYA PRIVATE LIMITED

2. Notice is hereby given that the Registrar of Companies had received applications from the above-mentioned companies under section 
248(2) of the Companies Act, 2013 for removal of its/their name (s) from the register of companies either on the ground that they have failed 
to commence business within one year of their incorporation or on the ground that the company(ies) is/are not carrying on any business or 
operation for a period of two immediately preceding financial years and has/have not made any application (s) within such period for ob-
taining the status of a dormant company under section 455 of the Companies Act, 2013 or the company(ies) have obtained the status of 
dormant company/subscribers to the memorandum have not paid the subscription which they had undertaken to pay at the time of incor-
poration of a company and a declaration to this effect has not been filed within one hundred and eighty days of its incorporation under 
subsection (1) of section 10A/ have not been carrying on any business or operations, as revealed after the physical verification carried out 
under sub-section (9) of section 12, but it/they do not wish to continue its/their registration as companies and have, therefore, requested 
for removal/strike off of its/their names from the register of companies.
3. Accordingly, the Registrar of Companies proposes to remove or strike off the names of the above-mentioned companies from the Register 
of Companies.
4. Any person objecting to the proposed removal or striking off name of the companies from the register of companies may send his or her 
objection to the office address mentioned here above within thirty days from the date of publication of this notice.

Irkan Tirkey
Deputy RegistrarCBC 07123/11/0238/2627                            Centre for Processing Accelerated Corporate Exit

Forest Rights Act Cases Must 
Follow Prescribed Norms: Govt

Minister Rana calls for collective efforts to ensure effective implementation of public welfare initiatives

RK News Service

Anantnag, Jun 24:  Minister 
for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal Affairs 
Javed Ahmed Rana on Wednes-
day reviewed the implementation 
of the Forest Rights Act (FRA) 
in Anantnag and directed officials 
to strictly follow prescribed pro-
cedures while processing relat-
ed cases. 

Observing concerns over im-
plementation, he emphasized the 
need for due diligence and ad-
herence to established norms to 
ensure transparency and protect 
the rights of all stakeholders.

The Minister chaired a detailed 
review meeting to assess the 
status of developmental works 
and public welfare initiatives 
being implemented in Dooru 
constituency.

MLA Dooru, Ghulam Ahmad 
Mir, MLA Anantnag West, Abdul 
Majeed Bhat and district officers 
of Jal Shakti, Forest and Tribal 
Affairs Departments besides 
other concerned departments 
attended the meeting.

The Minister reviewed the 
progress of various developmen-

tal projects being executed in 
the constituency and directed 
the officers to expedite the ongo-
ing works while ensuring qual-
ity and adherence to timelines.

During the meeting, the Min-
ister announced the establishment 
of an Eklavya Model Residential 
School (EMRS) at Ahlan Breng, 
saying the initiative would sig-
nificantly enhance the access to 
quality education for students 
from tribal and other marginal-
ized communities in the area.

Noting that Anantnag district 
has a sizable tribal population, 
Javed Rana emphasized that it 
is the responsibility of the Gov-
ernment to ensure better educa-
tional facilities for tribal and 

underprivileged sections of so-
ciety.  He said that education is 
a key driver for socio-economic 
transformation and empower-
ment, and reiterated the Govern-
ment's commitment to strength-
en educational infrastructure in 
tribal-dominated and remote 
areas to ensure inclusive and 
equitable development.

The Minister said that the Gov-
ernment led by Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah remains steadfast 
in its commitment towards the 
welfare and upliftment of tribal 
communities. 

It is taking concerted measures 
to provide quality education and 
improved learning opportunities 
to students belonging to these 

sections, he added.
Reviewing the functioning of 

Jal Shakti, Forest and Tribal 
Affairs Departments, Javed Rana 
called for enhanced inter-depart-
mental coordination to ensure 
optimum utilisation of resourc-
es and effective implementation 
of developmental programmes.

The meeting also reviewed the 
status of flood protection and 
irrigation-related works being 
executed in Dooru constituency, 
with emphasis on timely com-
pletion of ongoing projects and 
strengthening infrastructure to 
safeguard the agricultural land 
and ensure efficient irrigation 
facilities.

Javed Rana directed the officers 
to implement all decisions and 
instructions in letter and spirit 
and maintain transparency, ac-
countability and efficiency in 
governance.

The meeting also discussed 
various constituency-specific 
developmental issues and strat-
egies for their early resolution.

Senior officers apprised the 
Minister of the progress achieved 
under various schemes and pro-
grammes in Dooru constituency.

Sakeena Pushes Timely Completion 
of Health Infrastructure

Reviews SSH, GMC & Pahalgam hospital projects

RK News Service

Srinagar, Jun 24: Min-
ister for Health and Med-
ical Education, Social 
Welfare and Education, 
Sakeena Itoo, on wednes-
day  reviewed the progress 
on construction of OPD 
Complex of Super Special-
ity Hospital (SSH) Srinagar 
and Multi Facility Centre 
(MFC) of Government 
Medical College Srinagar 
as well as additional 
50-bedded hospital build-
ing of SDH Pahalgam here 
at Civil Secretariat.

MLA Pahalgam  Altaf 
Ahmad Wani; Principal 
GMC Srinagar; Director 
Health Services Kashmir; 
Director Finance/Director 
Planning Health and Med-
ical Education and other 
senior officers of health 
and medical education 
department were also 
present in the meeting.

During the review meet-
ing, the Minister took stock 
of the progress achieved 
on each project. She di-
rected the concerned of-
ficers and executing agen-
cies to expedite the pace 
of work and ensure com-
pletion of all pending civ-
il works within the stip-
ulated timelines.

Emphasizing account-
ability in execution of 
public projects, the Min-
ister said that these ini-

tiatives are being under-
taken with public funds 
and are aimed at improv-
ing the healthcare services 
for the people. She assert-
ed that any delay in com-
pletion of such projects 
adversely affects the pub-
lic welfare and, therefore, 
must be avoided.

Reviewing the construc-
tion of the 50-bedded ad-
ditional building at Pa-
halgam, the Minister 
directed the concerned 
authorities to finalize the 
Detailed Project Report 
(DPR)  and commence the 
remaining works without 
delay. She observed that 
Pahalgam is one of the 
most prominent tourist 
destinations in Jammu 
and Kashmir and also 
serves as the base camp 
for the annual Shri Ama-
rnath Ji Yatra. She 
stressed the need for a 
well-equipped healthcare 
facility in the area to cater 
to both residents, visitors 
as well as devotees.

The Minister set a target 
of March 2027 for comple-
tion of the hospital build-
ing and directed the con-
cerned agencies to ensure 
that the facility is made 
fully functional and oper-
ational.

Earlier, Director Health 
Services Kashmir in-
formed the meeting that 
the project involves an 

estimated cost of Rs 19.90 
crore, out of which civil 
works worth Rs 12.40 crore 
have already been ten-
dered. He added that the 
hospital, once operation-
al will provide a range of 
essential healthcare ser-
vices and facilities to the 
people of the area.

While reviewing the 
Multi-Tasking Facility 
Centre (MFC) of GMC Sri-
nagar, the Minister direct-
ed that all civil works be 
completed by the end of 
July 2026. She also in-
structed the concerned 
officers to pursue neces-
sary approvals from the 
Government of India for 
installation of additional 
facilities and infrastruc-
ture required for the cen-
tre.

Reviewing the progress 
of works related to the 
Super Speciality Hospital 
and other healthcare in-
frastructure projects, the 
Minister reiterated that 
delays in the healthcare 
sector are unacceptable 
and called for close mon-
itoring of all ongoing proj-
ects.

She directed the Health 
Department to maintain 
regular oversight of proj-
ect implementation. She 
asked for ensuring that 
infrastructure is developed 
strictly in accordance with 
healthcare requirements 
and approved standards. 
She also stressed the need 
for proper planning, co-
ordination and adherence 
to guidelines in the exe-
cution of all health sector 
projects to ensure timely 
completion and optimal 
utilization of resources.

Assembly Panel Stresses Protection of MLAs’ Privileges
Chief Secretary asked to ensure compliance

Bukhari Condoles With Lt G M Shah’s Family
RK News Service

Srinagar, Jun 24: Apni Party President 
Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari on 
Wednesday visited the residence of late 
Ghulam Mohiuddin Shah at Magarmal 
Bagh in Srinagar and offered condo-
lences on the demise of Shah’s wife.

Accompanied by a delegation of par-
ty leaders, Bukhari met the bereaved 
family and expressed sympathy with 
them, particularly with the sons of the 

deceased—Dr. Imtiyaz Shah, Ishfaq Shah 
and former MLA Irfan Shah.

During the visit, the delegation prayed 
for eternal peace to the departed soul 
and expressed solidarity with the fam-
ily during their time of grief.

According to a party statement, Bukhari 
also prayed for strength and patience 
for the bereaved family to bear the loss.

Several party leaders accompanied 
the Apni Party president during the 
condolence visit.

RK News Service

Srinagar, Jun 24: A for-
mal meeting of the Com-
mittee on Privileges of the 
Legislative Assembly was 
held on Wednesday at the 
Assembly Secretariat un-
der the chairmanship of 
MLA Justice (Retd) 
Hasnain Masoodi.

Legislators Showkat 
Hussain Ganie, Khurshied 
Ahmad, Zafar Ali Khata-
na, Vijay Kumar, Rajeev 
Kumar along with officials 
from Assembly Secretar-
iat were present in the 
meeting.

The Chairman highlight-
ed the significance of the 
Committee on Privileges, 
describing it as an import-
ant committee of the House 
entrusted with safeguard-
ing the privileges, digni-

ty and authority of the 
Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. He emphasized 
the need for expeditious 
disposal of the pending 
cases before the commit-
tee and called for timely 
redress of all matters re-
ferred to it.

The members deliber-
ated in detail on various 
issues concerning the 
functioning of the com-
mittee. They underscored 
the importance of strength-
ening its role in upholding 
the privileges of the House. 
They also offered valuable 
suggestions for improving 
the effectiveness and func-
tioning of the committee.

The Committee instruct-
ed the Chief Secretary to 
ensure strict adherence 
to and protection of the 
privileges of the Members 

of the Legislative Assem-
bly. It emphasized that 
any breach of privilege of 
a MLA shall be viewed 
seriously and that neces-
sary measures shall be 
taken to prevent such 
instances.

The Committee also took 

up three privilege motions 
referred to it and issued 
notices in all the cases. 
The concerned officials 
have been directed to re-
main present before the 
committee during its next 
meeting scheduled for July 
8, to facilitate the exam-

ination and disposal of the 
matters.

The meeting concluded 
with a reaffirmation of the 
committee's commitment 
to safeguard the privileg-
es of the House and ensure 
prompt redress of all pend-
ing cases.

Govt Reviews Transport, Supply Plans for SANJY
Minister stresses coordination for smooth pilgrimage

RK News Service

Anantnag, Jun 24: Minis-
ter for Food, Civil Supplies 
& Consumer Affairs, Infor-
mation Technology, Science 
& Technology, ARI & Train-
ings, and Youth Services & 
Sports, Satish Sharma, today 
convened a review meeting 
at Pahalgam to take stock 
of the preparedness and 
arrangements of transport 
services, supply of essential 
commodities, other critical 
services for the forthcoming 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
(SANJY)-2026.

The meeting was attended 
by senior officers from the 
district administration and 
line departments, including 
Regional Transport Officer 
(RTO) Kashmir, Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate Pahalgam, 
Deputy Director FCS&CA, 
Assistant Directors FCS&-
CA Anantnag and Kulgam, 
Assistant Regional Trans-
port Officers (ARTOs) of 
Anantnag and Kulgam, 
officers of the Motor Vehicles 
Department, Assistant Ex-
ecutive Engineers of PDD 
and PHE besides other con-
cerned officers associated 
with the transport regula-
tion, essential supplies and 
service delivery during the 
Yatra period.

The review meeting fo-
cused on the preparedness 
of departments entrusted 
with ensuring smooth trans-
port operations, uninter-
rupted supply of essential 
commodities, consumer 
facilitation and provision 
of other critical services for 
successful conduct of the 
annual pilgrimage.

The Minister took a de-
partment-wise assessment 
of the arrangements being 
made and sought updates 
on the action plan, prepared-
ness timeline and field-lev-
el coordination mechanisms.

During the meeting, the 
Regional Transport Officer, 
Kashmir, briefed the Min-
ister on the transportation 
arrangements being put in 
place for smooth movement 
of pilgrims and service pro-
viders associated with the 
Yatra.

The Minister was informed 
about the regulation of pas-
senger transport, availabil-
ity and deployment of vehi-
cles, route management, 
traffic facilitation and co-
ordination between the 
Motor Vehicles Department 
and local administration to 
ensure seamless mobility 
along the Pahalgam axis 
during the Yatra period.

The Food, Civil Supplies 

& Consumer Affairs Depart-
ment also briefed the Min-
ister on the availability and 
supply position of essential 
commodities required 
during the Yatra.

Reviewing the prepared-
ness of the departments 
under his charge, Satish 
Sharma stressed that the 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra is 
one of the most significant 
annual pilgrimages and 
requires meticulous plan-
ning, timely execution and 
close coordination among 
all concerned departments. 
He said that the success of 
the Yatra depends not only 
on major infrastructural 
and logistical arrangements 
but also on the efficiency of 
routine public service de-
livery, particularly in the 
areas of transportation, 
essential supplies and con-
sumer support.

The Minister directed the 
concerned officers to ensure 
that all arrangements re-
lating to transportation, 
essential supplies and ser-
vice facilitation are com-
pleted well in advance so 
that the pilgrimage proceeds 
in a smooth, orderly and 
hassle-free manner. He 
stressed that availability 
of adequate transport, un-
interrupted supply of essen-
tial commodities, proper 
regulation of passenger 
movement, and responsive 
consumer support systems 
are central to ensuring a 
comfortable and safe expe-
rience for the yatris.
(Read full text on www.

risingkashmir.com)

Bukhari Seeks Lifting of 
Trekking Ban in J&K

Says restrictions hurting adventure 
tourism, seeks LG’s intervention 

RK News Service

Srinagar, Jun 24: 
Apni Party President 
Syed Mohammad Altaf 
Bukhari on Wednesday 
urged the administra-
tion to lift restrictions 
on trekking, hiking and 
camping activities 
along high-altitude 
routes in Jammu and 
Kashmir, saying the 
curbs are affecting ad-
venture tourism and 
impacting livelihoods.

In a statement, 
Bukhari appealed to 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha to consid-
er revoking the ban in 
the interest of the tour-
ism sector and local 
communities depen-
dent on it. He said the 
restrictions have lim-
ited the region’s adven-
ture tourism potential 
and affected hundreds 
of local youth who work 
as trekking guides and 
support staff.

Bukhari said trek-

king activities are largely 
seasonal and conducted 
during a limited period 
each year, making the cur-
rent season important for 
tourism-related earnings.

He added that lifting the 
restrictions would support 
local businesses, generate 
employment and enable 
visitors to experience Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s trekking 
routes and natural land-
scapes.
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A
t least 23 pilgrims set out for the Sukrala Mata shrine 
seeking blessings and solace. They ended up in a hos-
pital ward, two of them battling for life after their mini-
bus plunged into a gorge in Kathua’s Simbli area. Of-

ficials say the driver “reportedly lost control” of the vehicle. That 
familiar phrase, repeated after every hill-road tragedy, now rings 
less like an explanation and more like an alibi for a system that 
refuses to learn. We are told that police, civil administration and 
locals mounted a swift rescue, that the injured were shifted to the 
hospital and are being “closely monitored” by doctors. There is 
no doubt that first responders did what they could in the face of 
chaos and carnage. But rescue is not a substitute for responsibil-
ity. The real question is why a vehicle carrying pilgrims on a 
notoriously treacherous stretch could so easily roll into a gorge 
in the first place. In Jammu and Kashmir’s hill districts, road 
accidents have become a parallel epidemic. Overloaded vehicles, 
under-maintained roads, weak enforcement and casual licensing 
combine into a deadly cocktail. Each time a bus skids off a moun-
tain bend or a taxi pierces a roadside barrier, officialdom reacts 
with the same ritual: a probe is ordered, blame is vaguely appor-
tioned to “rash driving” or “mechanical failure”, and the file is 
quietly buried under the next disaster. Pilgrimage traffic demands 
higher, not lower, standards of safety. These are not routine com-
muters; they are often elderly devotees, families, and first-time 
travellers unfamiliar with the terrain. Yet we still see rickety 
minibuses pressed into service, safety checks reduced to a formal-
ity and hill-road engineering left decades behind basic norms. 
Guardrails, crash barriers, warning signage, and regular audits 
of accident-prone spots should have been non-negotiable by now. 
They are not. The Kathua accident must not be allowed to dissolve 
into the usual fog of platitudes. The investigation announced by 
police has to move beyond the convenient scapegoat of an errant 
driver and examine uncomfortable truths: Was the vehicle road-
worthy? Was it overloaded? Is the Simbli stretch properly engi-
neered and maintained? How many previous accidents have oc-
curred there, and what, if anything, was done afterwards? The 
administration must publish these answers, time-bound and 
transparent, and couple them with enforceable measures: manda-
tory fitness checks before pilgrimage seasons, GPS and speed 
monitoring on hill routes, stricter caps on passenger loads, and 
criminal liability for officials who rubber-stamp unsafe opera-
tions. If a journey to a shrine becomes a gamble with death, it is 
not fate at work; it is failure. The pilgrims of Kathua deserve more 
than sympathy; they deserve a state that treats road safety as a 
right, not an afterthought.

When Pilgrimage 
Turns Perilous

Opinion Srinagar, Friday 02 January 202606

RK EDITORIAL

I
n 1930, Mahatma Gandhi’s 
defiance of the Salt Tax exposed 
how oppressive taxation can 
alienate the citizen from the 

state. It was a stark reminder that 
when taxes are arbitrary or excessive, 
they undermine trust and the social 
contract. Four decades later, India 
witnessed another extreme with 
Indira Gandhi raising income tax 
level to astonishing 97.5%.

This legacy bred a deep equation 
of distrust between the taxpayer and 
the state. For decades, compliance 
was driven by fear. It encouraged 
avoidance rather than active 
contribution. It is against this 
backdrop that the Modi government’s 
tax reforms, beginning 8 years ago 
and carried forward decisively in 
2025, mark a clear break from the 
past.

Underlying this shift is the logic 
of the Laffer curve that low tax rates 
are suboptimal for revenue generation 
and expand the tax base. India’s 2025 
tax reforms thus represent not just 
fiscal change, but a philosophical 
one, from coercion to cooperation, 
and from distrust to a renewed social 
contract between the state and the 
citizen.

The Pre-GST Reality: 
Fragmentation, Leakage and 
Distrust

During the VAT regime, multiplicity 
of indirect taxes created massive 
confusion with states repeatedly 
tweaked VAT rates, abandoning the 
uniform slabs of 0%, 4%, and 12.5%.

In fact, despite clear warnings, 
states ignored the pointed advice of 
the CAG in its 2010 report against 
imposing additional levies, yet entry 
taxes and local surcharges continued. 
This created confusion and 
fragmentation, with each state 
enforcing its own compliance rules, 
penalties, and processes.

The consequences were severe. 
Weak scrutiny and inconsistent 
enforcement encouraged evasion. 
One in every two dealers attempted 
to evade tax, and in one case alone, 
seven dealers were granted exemptions 

worth INR 1,026 crore without proper 
documentation.

Next-Generation GST Reforms 
(2025): Simplicity as Strategy

The introduction of GST in 2017 
was historic. It unified India into a 
single market, ended cascading taxes, 
and laid the foundation for a 
transparent indirect tax system. 
However, ambiguities in rates and 
classifications led to disputes and 
undeniably there was huge issue in 
compliance as well as registration.

For instance, let’s take the textile 
sector, services like washing and 
dyeing were taxed at 5% as part of 
“job work services,” while processes 
such as bleaching, printing, and 
chemical treatments attracted 18%. 
This led to severe confusion over 
classification and led to tax disputes.

Recognizing these challenges, the 
Modi government introduced Next-
Generation GST reforms in 2025, 
delivering the most meaningful 
simplification since GST’s launch. 
The system was rationalised into 
two clear slabs, 5% and 18%. At the 
same time, classification of items 
was also clarified, compliance made 
simpler and registration made easier.

Over the past 8 years, the government 
has actively listened to businesses 
and states, treating states as equal 
partners in implementation. This 

collaborative approach ensured the 
reforms were rolled out smoothly. 
The 2025 GST reforms did more than 
simplify taxes; they directly 
stimulated demand across multiple 
sectors.

India recorded highest Diwali sales 
of INR 6.05 trillion an increase of 
over 25% from the previous yearand 
witnessed its strongest Navratri sales 
in over a decade. Also the automobile 
retail sales in October 2025 rose 40.5% 
to an all-time high.

Critics who argued that simplifying 
GST and rationalizing rates would 
reduce tax revenue were also proved 
wrong. In October–November 2025, 
gross GST collections were 2.8% 
higher than the same period in 2024, 
despite the significant cuts in GST.

The cut in GST rates and the hike 
in I-T exemption limit will help 
households save Rs 2.5 lakh crore 
annually. All individual life and 
health insurance premiums will 
attract 0% GST, down from 18%. 
Means if an INR 20,000 base premium 
previously carried INR 3,600 GST 
(18%), making the payable INR 23,600. 
Post-exemption, you pay INR 20,000, 
a straightforward INR 3,600 saving.

The GST next-gen reforms, will 
lead to a saving of 13% in the household 
bills for groceries and daily essentials, 
while a small car buyer could save 
around Rs 70,000. AC purchase would 

result in a saving of Rs 2,800 as the 
GST rate of these items has been 
slashed from 28% to 18%.

By rationalising GST slabs and 
easing the tax burden on both essential 
and aspirational items, the government 
created an environment of confident 
spending and sustained demand.

A Middle-Class Tax Breakthrough
India’s income tax journey mirrors 

its economic evolution. The Indira 
Gandhi, era confiscatory tax regime, 
with tax rates touching 97.5%, 
entrenched evasion and distrust. 
Decades later, despite liberalisation, 
relief remained modest, in 2014; 
income tax exemption was capped 
at INR 2 lakh, barely adequate for 
an urbanising economy.

The Modi government has steadily 
eased the tax burden on the middle 
class, prioritizing policy consistency 
over episodic measures. Over the 
past decade, the income tax exemption 
limit has risen from INR 2 lakh in 
2014 to INR 12 lakh in 2025, offering 
a 6X relief.

For salaried employees, after 
accounting for the standard deduction 
of INR 75,000, the effective nil-tax 
threshold is now INR 12.75 lakh per 
annum.  A tax payer in the new regime 
with an income of Rs 12 lakh will get 
a benefit of Rs 80,000 in tax. While a 
person having income of Rs 18 lakh 
will get a benefit of Rs 70,000 in tax.

From the Salt Tax to confiscatory 
income tax rates, India’s history 
shows that poorly designed taxation 
weakens trust and growth. The Modi 
government’s 2025 tax reforms 
represent a decisive break from that 
past. By prioritising simplicity, 
fairness, and transparency, the state 
has strengthened compliance while 
energising consumption.

In 2025, taxation in India is no longer 
an instrument of control. It is a 
partnership, one that recognises that 
when citizens are trusted and systems 
are simple, the economy responds 
with growth.

(Courtesy: Press Information 
Bureau; PIB)

From Confi scatory Taxes to Citizen-Centric Reform: 
India’s 2025 Tax Turning Point
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The drug menace in Kashmir is a manifestation of our complicity and silence committed for over three decades

Makafat-e-Amal: The drug menace in Kashmir

D
ubai was glittering. I had always been 
drawn to it and like the countless other 
youngsters in Azad Kashmir, I too har-
boured the wish to come here and increase 

my status back home in Rawalakot. Building a big 
mansion with a huge terrace, furniture imported 
from Karachi, a black Toyota Land cruiser, a bike 
each for my two younger brothers, marrying my 
sisters to a well-settled businessman in Lahore and 
a promising bureaucrat in Islamabad and sending 
my parents for Hajj were the dreams that had brought 
me to this glamourous city nine years ago.

In Dubai, I started working as a waiter, then a 
salesman and currently, I work at one of the many 
three-star hotels in Deira as a Guest Services As-
sociate. My salary including tips is around 2,800 
Dirhams per month and the perks include accom-
modation and meals. As such, I can save a big part 
of my income and send around 2,400 Dirhams home.

I work together with a lot of people from my re-
gion, Pakistanis, Indians, Bangladeshis and Afghans. 
We communicate fairly easy with each other because 
of our shared histories, and our food, habits and 
cultures overlap. While we enjoy indulging in 
heated debates about politics and religion, strange-
ly enough none of the intense animosity which is 
prevalent back home overshadow our interactions. 
Sure, we all mischievously try to score points against 
each other, especially during cricket matches, but 
are never disrespectful or aggressive. Perhaps we 
all understand that despite our differences, our 
objectives in Dubai are the same; Making money.

I love working with my colleagues irrespective 
of their origins and nationalities, but as a Kash-
miri, I have always been very much drawn to also 
having friends and acquaintances from Kashmir. 
Especially the other side of Kashmir. Dal Lake, 
Gulmarg, pink salted tea, red apples and their re-
lentless sacrifices for Azaadi. That side of Kashmir 
has always fascinated me and with me, everyone 
else in Azad Kashmir. Kashmir is our land divided 
by India, the people there our brothers and sisters, 
their fight our fight and their sacrifices our pain. 
It is true that our side is also Kashmir, but that side 
of Kashmir is magical. Perhaps because I have 
never been there and only heard stories or maybe 
because it was yet to achieve Azaadi unlike us in 
Azad Kashmir.

Furqan was from Srinagar. A doctor working at 
the NMC Medical Center in Deira. Educated, groomed, 
and a Kashmiri as I had imagined; Tall, handsome, 
fair and a personality which oozed confidence. He 
had told me that in Srinagar, he lived close to the 
Dal Lake, which had only intrigued me more about 
this Kashmiri brother from the other side of Kash-
mir. We had met some five years ago at the Al Falah 
Mosque in Deira and with the passing of time had 
become friends.Last month during Ramadan; we 
would often break the fast together.

Furqan had invited me to his home on Eid-ul-Fitr 
last Sunday and his wife, Beenish, also from Sri-

nagar, had cooked the most delicious Kashmiri 
food. She told me about each dish and what it was 
called; Rogan Josh, Yakhni, Mirchi Korma and 
Paneer with tomatoes, both of which had actually 
different Kashmiri names but were too difficult for 
me to pronounce.

I had always looked up to Furqan. After all, he 
was from the other side of Kashmir and that too 
from Srinagar. In addition, he was well-educated 
and a doctor while I was just a simple clerk in a 
hotel. He had a nice townhouse on the outskirts of 
Dubai, a white Nissan Patrol, two maids and apart 
from his financial status, he was also very intel-
ligent. One could talk to him about anything. He 
always gave the impression that he knew what he 
was talking about and weighed every word of his 
before uttering it while maintaining the rhythm 
of his arguments. While sipping on my third cup 
of pink salted tea, I touched upon a topic which I 
wanted to discuss for a long time.

“Furqan Bhai, one thing has always disturbed 
me. Despite the struggle for Azaadi which demand-
ed the biggest sacrifices from people from your side 
of Kashmir, the oppression you endured from India, 
the martyrs you produced, the rapes, the curfews, 
the restrictions on your religious practices and the 
devastation you witnessed, everyone I see from the 
other side of Kashmir who lives in the Middle-East, 
Europe or America is either a Doctor, a Business-
man, an Engineer or at a high post in a multina-
tional. However, most people from our side of Kash-
mir, despite us being Azad, are either taxi drivers, 
non-skilled labourers, waiters or clerks. Why do 
you think that is? We belong to the same land and 
have the same history, but I could never understand 
this”.

Furqan thought long and in his usual style weighed 
his words before uttering them. “That is very true, 
Nasir”, he said. “And I know why that is”, he con-
tinued. “We are one people, belonging to one land, 
but you are wrong in saying that we have the same 

history. And because we do not have the same his-
tory, we have different destinies, albeit equally 
harsh. When Jammu & Kashmir was attacked on 
22 October 1947, many people on your side became 
facilitators and allies of those who attacked our 
land, raped us, looted us and killed us. You were 
complicit in the burning of our homes, the kidnap-
pings of our womenfolk and the desecration of our 
culture. All this while defenceless Kashmiris on 
our side defended Kashmir with homemade weap-
ons, knifes, sticks and even pots and pans.

Furqan Bhai continued, “For your treachery 
with your own land, the same fertile land stopped 
feeding you. It stopped providing you refuge. It 
separated mother and fathers from their sons”. 
Furqan Bhai did not stop there, “Half of the popu-
lation of Azad Kashmir is burning their heels away 
from their loved ones in search of just plain bread. 
Azad Kashmir has become Azab Kashmir for its 
people”. He slammed the table with his fist and 
yelled, “You deserve this. This is your Makafat-e-
Amal”.

I was speechless. Furqan Bhai had 
never been this angry.
And this right.

Indeed, many on our side of Kashmir had facili-
tated the Lashkars who had attacked Kashmir. In 
the name of religion, many of us had committed 
treason with our land and deceived our brothers 
and sisters. And yes, half of our population, most-
ly youngsters, had flown to new climes and lands 
in search of a livelihood causing brain drain back 
home. We were being punished for our deceit. Our 
land, our mother, our soil, Kashmir, had refused 
to shelter and feed us.

Furqan Bhai was not finished yet. “And don’t be 
a victim of any illusions. It is true that many Kash-
miris from the Valley are engaged in respectable 
and well-paying jobs, but Kashmir has not forgiven 

us on the other side as well”. “What do you mean, 
Furqan Bhai”, I asked.

Furqan Bhai’s eyes were moist and there was 
this stony look on his face. “Do you know that almost 
15 Lakh people in Kashmir are drug addicts? That 
is almost 10% of the population. Around 30% of 
these are women and girls and more than 2 Lakh 
are children between the age group of 10 to 18 years. 
Over 40 thousand syringes are being used daily for 
heroin injections and in the last four years there 
has been an increase of 2000% in the use of drugs 
in Kashmir. And all of this is not the fault of India, 
Israel, America, BJP or Modi. Only we are to be 
blamed”.

Furqan Bhai continued, “It is us Kashmiris who 
glorified gun culture for over 35 years. The same 
gun, which under the garb of ‘Azaadi’, accession to 
Pakistan and Nizam-e-Mustafa, was used to marry 
the most beautiful girl in the Mohalla, to clear the 
debt owed to the local shopkeeper, to get our uncle 
a government contract, to ensure that our sister 
got a medical seat in the best college, to destroy our 
forests, ravage our lakes and rivers, ruin our her-
itage, and annihilate our culture and traditions. 
We too are reaping what we sowed. And we only 
sowed hatred and discord. And while we did that, 
we had the gall to somehow find excuses in order 
to blame everyone but ourselves. What exactly did 
we expect our society to become while using a bor-
rowed gun from those who divided us in that autumn 
of 1947, to commit rape, murder, extortion and kid-
napping of our own people? Why do you think I left? 
I couldn’t bear it anymore”.

Furqan Bhai carried on, “The drug menace in 
Kashmir is a manifestation of our complicity and 
silence committed for over three decades. It is an 
outcome of chasing a mirage and thereby believing 
that we were justified to kill, rape and loot for it. It 
is the result of showering flower petals on the dead 
bodies of those who committed these crimes while 
elevating them to the status of ‘Shaheed’. It perhaps 
is a curse from all those widows and orphans we 
so ardently helped creating and so conveniently 
abandoned. Or all those we forced into exile. While 
one gunman was a hero for us, the other somehow 
was a demon. We became supporters of terrorism. 
We betrayed our land. We destroyed Kashmir.

Today it has come back to haunt us.
Today, our younger generation has         
turned into junkies.
Nasir, this is our Makafat-e-Amal”.

It was as if my tongue got stuck in my throat. I 
couldn’t breathe. I was sweating and my whole body 
was shivering. After minutes of silence which was 
only broken when Beenish Bhabhi entered the room 
with another flask of hot pink salted tea, I somehow 
mustered the courage to ask one last question. “Will 
Kashmir forgive us, Furqan Bhai?”

Tears started rolling down his cheeks and in a 
soft, broken voice he whispered, “I don’t know, 
Nasir. I don’t know. Would you forgive betrayal? 
Deceit? Murder? Rape? Treason?

Would Allah forgive Shirk?”

(The AuThor is The DirecTor of europeAn 
founDATion for souTh AsiAn sTuDies (efsAs)

The Price of Marriage: How Gold and Extravagance Are Creating Barriers

Rising Kashmir
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Spectrum Srinagar, Sunday 06, April, 2025

A Tradition Turned Burden
In the picturesque Kashmir Valley, where tradi-

tions hold deep cultural significance, gold has long 
been a symbol of prosperity, social status, and fa-
milial pride. However, in recent times, this prized 
metal has transformed from an emblem of tradition 
to a formidable hurdle in matrimonial alliances. 
The excessive importance placed on gold in mar-
riages—especially in the context of dowries and 
expectations—has led to financial strain, delayed 
unions, and even broken engagements.

Gold: A Status Symbol or a Social Pressure?
For generations, gold has been an integral part 

of Kashmiri weddings, signifying both wealth and 
stability. It is customary for the bride’s family to 
present gold ornaments as part of her dowry, which 
often determines her perceived value in the mari-
tal market. Unfortunately, this practice has shift-
ed from being a cultural embellishment to an ex-
pectation, leading to undue financial pressure on 
families, particularly those from modest backgrounds.

Families of grooms, in many cases, measure the 
‘worthiness’ of a bride’s family by the amount of 
gold they can provide. Conversely, the groom’s fam-
ily is also judged based on the amount of gold they 
can offer, creating a competitive and materialistic 
approach to marriage negotiations. This commer-
cialization of relationships undermines the very 
essence of marriage, which should be built on mu-
tual understanding and companionship rather 
than material assets.

The Economic Strain on Both Families
The increasing cost of gold has exacerbated the 

financial burden on many households in the Kash-
mir Valley. The price of gold fluctuates globally, 
and its surging rates make it difficult for middle- and 

lower-income families to meet societal expectations. 
As a result, parents often resort to loans or selling 
off ancestral property to afford gold for their daugh-
ters’ weddings.

However, the financial burden is not one-sided. 
The groom’s family also suffers due to societal 
expectations. They are often required to reciprocate 
with expensive gifts, gold jewellery for the bride, 
and other lavish wedding expenditures. Many 
families, despite their limited resources, feel com-
pelled to match or exceed what is offered by the 
bride’s side to avoid social embarrassment. This 
leads to economic hardship on both ends, making 
weddings more of a financial transaction than a 
celebration of union.

Beyond gold, additional expenses such as ex-
travagant tent decorations, multi-course feasts, 
lavish gifts, and elaborate wedding venues have 
further escalated the cost of marriages. What was 
once a community-driven celebration has now be-
come a display of financial status. The pressure to 
host grand weddings adds further stress to families, 
making it increasingly difficult for many to arrange 
marriages within their means.

Delayed Marriages and the Fear of Stigma
In a region where societal norms play a signifi-

cant role, delayed marriages due to the inability to 
meet gold expectations are becoming increasingly 
common. Women who remain unmarried for an 
extended period face unwarranted scrutiny, often 
labelled as ‘too expensive to marry off.’

The delay in marriage not only impacts women 
emotionally and psychologically but also restricts 
their prospects in life. Many women, despite being 
well-educated and capable, find themselves at a 
disadvantage because their family cannot afford 
the gold dowry expected by potential suitors’ fam-
ilies.

Similarly, the groom’s family is not exempt from 
this pressure. In some cases, the groom is assessed 
based on the weight of gold his family can provide 
as gifts or bridal jewellery, adding further stress 
to marriage negotiations. Many young men face 
difficulties finding a match if their families are not 
able to meet the demands for lavish gifts and gold. 
This materialistic approach places an unfair bur-
den on both sides, reducing marriage to a financial 
arrangement rather than a meaningful partnership.

Breaking the Chains of Tradition: 
A Path Forward

Despite the deeply ingrained gold-centric mar-
riage customs, a quiet revolution is taking place in 
the Kashmir Valley. Some progressive families and 
social activists are advocating for a shift in mar-
riage expectations, focusing on education, charac-
ter, and compatibility rather than material wealth.

Several communities have begun to challenge 
these archaic norms, encouraging simple wed-
dings with minimal financial burdens. Social 
media campaigns and local awareness drives are 
helping to reshape mind-sets, promoting mar-
riages that prioritize mutual respect over mate-
rial possessions.

Additionally, there is a growing movement toward 
simplifying wedding ceremonies. Many families 
are now opting for modest weddings with fewer 
guests, minimal decorations, and cost-effective 
catering. The emphasis is shifting from ostentation 
to meaningful, intimate celebrations that honour 
tradition without imposing financial ruin.

Conclusion: Redefining Marriage 
beyond Materialism

Marriage is a sacred union that should be based 
on love, trust, and companionship rather than fi-
nancial exchanges. The undue emphasis on gold in 
Kashmiri weddings is not just a financial challenge 
but a social issue that affects countless families, 
leading to stress, delays, and even broken relation-
ships.

While cultural traditions should be preserved, 
they must evolve to align with modern realities. 
Societal attitudes need to shift from materialistic 
demands to values that truly define a strong and 
lasting relationship. Only then can the sanctity of 
marriage be restored, making it accessible and 
meaningful for all, regardless of their financial 
standing.

(AuThor hAs Done B.A.LLB, 
LLM (criMinAL LAws), DipLoMA in consuMer 

LAws, DipLoMA in cyBer LAws)

ADV FALAK KHAN

Marriage is a sacred union that should be based on love, trust, and companionship rather than financial exchanges
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The Modi government’s 2025 tax reforms represent a decisive break from that past

Rising Kashmir

T
he Rising Kashmir wishes its readers 
a prosperous and blissful new year 
2026.We at The Rising Kashmir 
have been in the forefront of 

showcasing the issues and achievements 
that shape the lives of the people in Jammu 
and Kashmir. It has been our sincere effort 
to implement the editorial policy which 
addresses the concerns of all sections of 
the people in Jammu and Kashmir. Our 
team has been making consistent efforts 
to present the stories that need to be brought 
to the fore so that the policy makers can 
devise their decision-making strategies for 
the welfare of the people. It has been our 
consistent policy to give space to diverse 
viewpoints so that an inclusive platform 
is created  in the interest of the society and 
the nation. Jammu and Kashmir is witnessing 
infrastructural development and the Central 
Government has been keenly implementing 
the policies that are meant to enable the  
betterment of the people.The process of 
good governance that was the imperative 
of the successful Assembly Elections after 
the neutarlisation of Article 370 and 35A 
is being witnessed though there may be 
some bottle necks but things are  taking 
positive shape.This has generated a new 
hope among the youth after witnessing 
decades of conflict that destablised the 
region causing pain and misery.The personal 
intrest being taken by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to uplift the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir and invest in peace and 
development has indeed made a difference.
The extension of the railways to Kashmir 
must be seen as the major policy initiative 
to mainstream the Union Territory(UT) 
and connect the business and traders  of 
Jammu and Kashmir  with the rest of India 
so that the business players get an opportunity 
to market their products in the markets of 
the nation.This will not only shorten distance 
between the national capital and Kashmir 
but will allow the Kashmiris explore the  
wider national canvas  for the overall 
development.We at the Rising Kashmir  are 
well aware of our role in contributing to 
develop the public opinion and showcase 
Jammu and Kashmir to the rest of India.
So that the nation is sensitized about the 
issues confronting the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir in order to prompt the policy 
makers to  frame the policies that are well 
meaning.Not only that we are aware about 
the international developments that have 
a direct bearing on the national security 
and internal security.As such we have been 
repeatedly focusing on the geo-strategic 
challenges that  must be addressed to secure 
our frontiers in Jammu and Kashmir.The 
turbulence in the Indian neighbourhood 
cannot be brushed aside and it is our 
journalistic duty to analyse the situation 
with caution and accordingly attract the 
attention of the policy makers in New Delhi 
to safeguard the national interests in Jammu 
and Kashmir.We welcome the new year 
2026 with the reaffirmation to uphold the 
national interests with a focus on safeguarding 
the territorial integrity and sovereignty of 
the Indian nation.Our editorial team is 
well aware of its responsibility towards its 
readers and the nation and as such The 
Rising Kashmir is committed to deliver the 
news,analysis and editorials that are 
comprehensive. Newspapers are meant for  
giving shape to  the popular view that prevails 
in the society so that governance and decision 
making is tangible.We request our readers 
to keep showering their love and keep faith 
in our efforts to showcase their issues and 
aspirations.

The New Year Resolve

W
e live in a time that 
demands emotional 
efficiency. Relationships 
are expected to begin 

easily and end cleanly. After a breakup, 
the advice offered is strikingly uniform: 
move on, let it go, replace, and heal. 
Memory is treated with suspicion, as 
though remembering a past love for 
too long signals weakness or failure. 
In this moral climate, forgetting has 
quietly become a social virtue.

This expectation, however, deserves 
to be questioned. When a relationship 
ends, it does not always disappear 
from one’s inner life. Years later, a 
song, a street, or a moment of silence 
can still evoke a past love. For many, 
this is neither painful nor obsessive. 
It is simply an acknowledgment that 
something once mattered deeply. Yet 
contemporary culture leaves little 
room for such emotional continuity. 
Memory is quickly mistaken for 
stagnation.

At the heart of this attitude lies a 
deeper philosophical inheritance. 
Jeremy Bentham’s utilitarian principle 
that pushpin is as good as poetry so 
long as it produces pleasure and has 
quietly seeped into how we understand 
love and loss. If all pleasures are equal, 
then depth carries no special moral 
weight. A fleeting distraction is as 
valuable as a transformative 
attachment. From this standpoint, 
replacing a lost relationship with a 
new one or even with diversion appears 
perfectly reasonable. Forgetting 
becomes not just acceptable, but 
rational.

But our discussions have consistently 
returned to the limits of this logic. 
Love is not pushpin. It is not 
interchangeable with any other 
pleasure. A serious relationship 
reshapes the person who lives it. It 
leaves marks ethical, emotional, 
existential that cannot be measured 
by immediate satisfaction alone. To 
treat love as replaceable is to 
misunderstand its human significance. 
What is lost in a breakup is not merely 
a source of pleasure, but a shared 
history, a way of being with another, 

a version of oneself that emerged 
through that bond.

Psychological thought is often 
misused to reinforce the demand to 
forget. Sigmund Freud’s distinction 
between mourning and melancholia 
is frequently cited to suggest that 
emotional health requires detachment 
from the past. But Freud’s argument 
is more careful. Mourning involves 
accepting loss, not erasing meaning. 
The problem is not remembrance, but 
refusal to acknowledge that the 
relationship has ended. To remember 
a love while knowing it is over is not 
denial; it is an honest reckoning with 
experience.

Erich Fromm warned that when 
relationships are treated like 
commodities entered into for 
satisfaction and discarded without 
residue, forgetting becomes a moral 
obligation. In such a culture, emotional 
depth appears inconvenient. The 
expectation is not merely to recover, 
but to erase. Yet love, once lived 
seriously, cannot be undone without 
cost. Demanding emotional amnesia 
after loss is not maturity; it is a form 
of self-denial. This is why the common 
comparison between lingering memory 
and addiction is misleading.

Addiction dulls awareness and 
suspends responsibility. Memory does 
the opposite. It keeps people attentive 

to what once mattered. It reminds 
them that they were capable of care, 
vulnerability, and commitment. 
Remembering does not remove one 
from reality; it anchors one in it.

Memory becomes a problem only 

when it replaces life when it is used 
to avoid future risk or renewed 
openness. But this is not the same as 
cherishing a past love. The issue is 
not remembrance itself, but what one 
does with it. There is also an ethical 
dimension that modern culture often 
ignores.

For many, forgetting feels like 
betrayal not of the other person, but 
of themselves. That relationship may 
have revealed something essential: 
the capacity to love seriously. To erase 
that memory feels like pretending 
that part of oneself never existed. In 
a society impatient with emotional 
seriousness, the pressure to forget 
quietly discourages depth.

This does not mean life should be 
organised around a single past 
attachment. Memory cannot become 
a refuge against living. But neither 
should life be organised around the 
demand to erase the past. New 
relationships do not replace old ones; 
they add to an emotional history that 
shapes how people love, choose, and 
trust.

Human beings do not reset after 
loss; they accumulate meaning.The 
deeper problem, then, is cultural rather 
than individual. We have come to 
equate forgetting with freedom and 
replacement with healing. In doing 
so, we mistake emotional speed for 
emotional strength. A society that 
values quick closure often lacks 
patience for the slower work of 
meaning.

Remembering a past love is not a 
refusal of life. It becomes one only 
when memory substitutes for the 
courage to live again. The real task 
is not to forget, but to remember without 
clinging to allow memory and 
movement to coexist.

In an age that urges people to close 
emotional chapters quickly, it may 
be necessary to defend a quieter right: 
the right to remember. Not as obsession 
or escape, but as fidelity to what was 
once lived honestly. Memory, carried 
with openness, is not a weakness. It 
is one of the ways human beings remain 
serious about love.

(The authors teach Political 
Science at Akal University. They 

can be contacted at: 
waseembhat94@gmail.com/ 
mohsinabdul94@gmail.com)

On Love, Loss, and the Right to Remember
To remember a love while knowing it is over is not denial; it is an honest reckoning with experience

DR. WASEEM AHMAD BHAT  
DR. ABDUL MOHSIN

In an age that urges 

people to close 

emotional chapters 

quickly, it may be 

necessary to defend a 

quieter right: the 

right to remember. 

Not as obsession or 

escape, but as fidelity 

to what was once lived 

honestly

F
ifty years since the imposi-
tion of Emergency, the na-
tion continues to reflect 
upon this period which is 

remembered as one of the darkest 
chapters in India's democratic his-
tory. The objective of observance 
of closing ceremony of the nation-
al commemoration of Samvidhan 
Hatya Diwas - Long Live Democ-
racy (Loktantra Amar Rahe) - is 
not merely to remember history, 
but to reflect on the enduring val-
ues that sustain our Republic.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar once remarked:
"The Constitution is not a mere 

lawyer's document; it is a vehicle 
of life, and its spirit is always the 
spirit of the age."

Few statements capture the es-
sence of our constitutional journey 
more powerfully than these words. 
The Constitution is not simply a 
legal framework that governs the 
affairs of the State. It is a living 
covenant between citizens and in-
stitutions, between rights and re-
sponsibilities, between liberty and 
accountability.

Democracy Must Be Remembered 
to be Preserved

India's democratic ethos is deep-
ly rooted in our civilizational tra-
ditions. For centuries, our society 
nurtured institutions of consulta-
tion, collective deliberation, and 
public participation. It is essential 
to recall that Bharat did not in-
herit democracy - it nurtured it. 
From ancient sabhas and samitis 
to the post-independence parlia-
mentary system, we have always 
believed in the collective will of 
the people.

The Constitution transformed 
these traditions into a modern 
democratic framework while pre-
serving the values that had sustained 
them through generations. The 
Preamble remains our constitu-
tional compass. Justice. Liberty. 
Equality. Fraternity. These are not 
merely constitutional ideals. They 
are national aspirations. They guide 
public policy, shape institutions, 
and define the relationship between 
the State and the citizen. At the 
same time, history reminds us that 
democracy can never be taken for 
granted.

The Emergency of 1975-77 remains 
one of the most significant tests 
faced by independent India. It dem-
onstrated how democratic institu-
tions can come under strain when 
constitutional safeguards are weak-
ened and public freedoms are cur-
tailed. The impact of that period 
extended beyond political life. It 
touched the everyday experiences 
of citizens across the country. It 
carried a profound human cost.

These experiences serve as a pow-
erful reminder that constitutional 
rights are not abstract legal prin-
ciples; they are safeguards that 
directly shape the dignity, liberty, 
and everyday lives of citizens. When 
these rights are curtailed, it is not 
merely institutions that suffer - it 
is ordinary people, families, and 
communities whose freedoms and 
aspirations are most deeply af-
fected. Yet the enduring lesson of 
that period is one of democratic 
resilience.

The people of India demonstrated 
extraordinary faith in constitu-
tional methods. Democratic pro-
cesses ultimately corrected demo-
cratic distortions. Through 
peaceful participation and the 
ballot box, citizens reaffirmed the 
principle that sovereignty resides 
with the people. That remains one 
of the greatest strengths of Indian 
democracy - its ability to learn, 

adapt, self-correct, and emerge 
stronger from periods of challenge.

Marking this occasion, a curated 
exhibition forms an important seg-
ment of the commemoration. It 
serves as a visual journey through 
one of the most challenging times 
in Indian democracy - presenting 
archival material, stories of resis-
tance, constitutional milestones 
and people’s experiences during 
the Emergency.

Another crucial element marking 
the occasion is a special memorial 
lecture - by Padma Bhushan vet-
eran journalist and author Shri 
Ram Bahadur Rai - one that lends 
contemporary relevance to the 
larger theme of constitutional 
vigilance and democratic renewal. 
In contemporary times, nearly eight 
decades after Independence, the 
meaning of democracy continues 
to evolve.

Citizens increasingly seek not 
only representation, but participa-
tion. Not only rights, but responsive 
governance. Initiatives promoting 
financial inclusion, grassroots 
participation, and citizen-centric 
governance have widened the reach 
of democratic institutions. At the 
same time, the responsibility of 
citizenship has become even more 
important. A strong democracy 
depends upon informed citizens. 
Today, when the world turns to 
India and calls her the “Mother of 
Democracy”, it is a recognition of 
our long civilizational journey from 
the dharma of ancient kings to the 
will of modern voters.

Recovering People’s Histories 
and the Living Legends of Free-
dom

The components comprising this 
closing ceremony reflect this broad-
er understanding of democracy as 
a living and evolving national ex-
perience. The exhibition on Digital 
District Repository (DDR) - a pio-
neering initiative launched under 

the commemoration of Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) in the 
year 2021 - aims to bring to the fore-
front hundreds of lesser-known 
stories of sacrifice, courage, and 
public participation from every 
corner of the country.

The Ministry of Culture has also 
created 10 short films pertaining 
to these lesser-known narratives 
from our freedom struggle. To-
gether, these initiatives remind us 
that democracy is strengthened 
when constitutional values are 
reinforced by cultural memory, 
historical awareness, and a deep 
sense of national belonging. So far 
DDR has more than 19,500 narra-
tives on the dedicated website sec-
tion.

Among the institutions and de-
partments that have contributed 
to the DDR initiative, the Centre 
for Cultural Resources and Train-
ing (CCRT) - an autonomous organ-
isation under the Ministry of Cul-
ture - has played an important role 
in documenting and curating a 
substantial number of stories that 
illuminate lesser-known dimen-
sions of India's struggle for inde-
pendence.

On this occasion, we are privileged 
to be joined by two living freedom 
fighters who stand before us as liv-
ing embodiments of courage, sac-
rifice, and service - Shri Sheshrao 
Laxmanrao Khot of Maharashtra 
joined the Hyderabad Liberation 
Movement as a young student; and 
Shri Eddula Suryanarayana Red-
dy from Andhra Pradesh, who be-
gan supporting the freedom move-
ment as a child and was detained 
by the police at the age of eleven 
years. Their presence reminds us 
that freedom is not a distant his-
tory but a living memory.

(The author is Union Minis-
ter for Culture & Tourism, 

Government of India. Cour-
tesy: PIB)

Long Live Democracy: Why Remembering 
Freedom Matters

Academic Freedom: Reclaiming India's Civilizational Legacy of Knowledge

I
n India, whenever the issue 
of academic freedom comes 
up, the conversation is in-
variably through a modern 

political prism. However, intel-
lectual freedom has a rich heri-
tage in Indian civilisation. It has 
been a tradition in India, dating 
back long before the dawn of 
modern universities in Europe, 
to encourage cultures of inqui-
ry, debate, and dissent, in the 
Vedic tradition, the Buddhist 
knowledge centres of monastic 
schools, and the many philo-
sophical schools. This is the 
heritage we need to revive and 
consolidate to achieve our goal 
of becoming a knowledge power 
in the 21st century.

Academic freedom in India has 
been reported to be in serious 
jeopardy in recent years in the 
international arena. Though the 
question of rankings and indices 
can be argued, the bigger ques-
tion is, can a country be innova-
tive, prosperous and scientifi-
cally advanced without giving 
the scholars freedom to question, 
challenge and explore?

The Vedic Tradition: Knowledge 
Through Questioning

Contrary to the popular notion 
that ancient learning was mere 
rote memorisation and obedi-
ence, Vedic education was all 
about questioning. The Upani-
shads are conversations in the 
form of questioning. Pupils ques-
tioned teachers, and questions 
were put to sages; the truths were 
not decreed, but rather were 
challenged and debated.

Perhaps one of the earliest ex-
amples of intellectual courage 
appears in the Katha Upanishad, 

where Nachiketa meets Yama. 
A young boy who doesn't accept 
easy answers and is constantly 
asking questions about life and 
death. Similarly, Gargi Vachakna-
vi, in the Brihadaranyaka Upa-
nishad, challenged intellectual 
authority (of the sage Yajnavalkya) 
publicly.

The Rig Veda contains an at-
titude of inquiry. The famous 
Nasadiya Sukta does not provide 
definitive answers to the creation 
issue but acknowledges its un-
certainty. Such modesty regard-
ing knowledge is characteristic 
of a confident civilisation.

The Buddhist Contribution: 
Freedom as a Path to Truth

Another strong case for aca-
demic freedom is presented in 
the teachings of the Buddha. Lord 
Buddha in the Kalama Sutta 
taught that his followers should 
never take anything on faith just 
because it is found in scripture, 
or tradition, or the words of 
someone. Rather, the individual 
was asked to look for evidence 
and use reason to decide for him-
self whether to accept any claim. 
This is based on the same prin-
ciple as contemporary scien-
tific practice.

Science advances because every 
idea remains open to scrutiny. 
Every theory can be challenged. 
Every hypothesis must survive 
criticism. Academic freedom is 
therefore not a political luxury; 
it is the operating system of sci-
entific progress. The Buddhist 
universities that f lourished 
across ancient India institution-
alised this spirit of inquiry. De-
bate was not considered a threat. 
It was considered a method of 
learning.

Why Academic Freedom is im-
portant for the future of India.

India is now looking to be a 
leader in Artificial Intelligence, 
Biotechnology, Quantum Com-
puting, Space Science, Renewable 

Energy and Advanced Manufac-
turing. Such dreams need fund-
ing and infrastructure, but much 
more. It's hard to get innovation 
when people are afraid to chal-
lenge the status quo. Some of the 
largest scientific achievements 
ever made, including the discov-
ery of DNA, Einstein's theory of 
relativity, and the invention of 
modern computers, were the 
result of intellectual freedom.

The recent studies increas-
ingly demonstrate a positive link 
between academic freedom and 
innovation. Nations that enjoy 
greater academic freedom have 
higher patent output, better re-
search, and stronger techno-
logical development. Evidence 
indicates that greater academic 
freedoms lead to meaningful 
increases in the quantity and 
quality of innovations produced. 
But it is important to understand 
that if India is to become a de-
veloped nation by 2047, it must 
recognise that academic freedom 
is a key driver of it.

Institutional Autonomy: The 
Foundation of Academic Freedom

The recent Academic Freedom 
Index report offers an important 
insight that deserves particular 
attention in India. According to 
the authors, the autonomy of 
academic institutions is one of 
the strongest determinants of 
the freedom enjoyed by indi-
vidual researchers.

When institutional autonomy 
is reduced, universities and 
scholars are subjected to more 
and more external pressures, 
political, ideological, adminis-
trative and economic, the report 
says. Academic freedom is not 
only a matter for courageous 
scholars; it is also a matter of 
the university's independence 
to decide what is taught, re-
searched, and debated.

Several countries that once had 
relatively high levels of aca-
demic freedom, such as Hun-

gary, India and Türkiye, have 
seen their academic autonomy 
eroded over time due to various 
political, legal and administra-
tive measures. This trend is not 
only prevalent in developing 
nations but also in developed 
ones. In recent years, institu-
tional autonomy has also declined 
sharply in the USA, and it is a 
cause for concern among schol-
ars around the world.

This finding is of great impor-
tance for a nation like  India. 
The ancient seats of learning in 
the country, such as Nalanda, 
Vikramshila, and Takshashila, 
prospered due to their relative 
intellectual freedom. They were 
run by kings and patrons, but 
rarely dictated the content of 
scholarship. There was a clash 
of philosophies among teachers, 
a challenge to dogma among stu-
dents, and the development of 
knowledge occurred without 
administrators' control.

Without autonomy, a univer-
sity can't be a real centre of in-
novation. Scientists who are 
worried about repercussions 
within their institutions may be 
reluctant to pursue unusual ideas, 
controversial research or inter-
disciplinary research. Over time, 
this prudence leads to a lack of 
creativity and suppresses the 
innovative thinking needed to 
address complex problems such 
as climate change, public health, 
AI, and sustainable development. 
Preserving the autonomy of uni-
versities should be seen not only 
as an administrative problem 
but also as a developmental issue 
for India to become a global 
leader in knowledge by 2047.

(The Author  is  the Dean 
-Academic Affairs, Garden 
City University, Bengaluru  
and   an adjunct faculty at 

the National Institute of 
Advanced Studies,  Banga-

lore, E-mail: bijudharmapa-
lan@gmail.com )

I
n the past decade, the Kashmir Valley has witnessed a 
profound transformation. Smartphones have become as 
common as the pheran, and high speed internet now 
reaches many homes, classrooms and shops. Yet beneath 

this impressive spread of devices lies a sobering truth: access 
to technology has far outpaced our ability to use it wisely, 
securely and productively. The Valley today does not suffer 
from a gadget gap as much as it suffers from a literacy gap. 
Digital literacy is far more than the ability to open an app or 
forward a message. It means understanding how information 
is created and shared, how to verify what is true, how to protect 
one’s privacy, and how to use online tools for education, liveli-
hoods and civic engagement. In Kashmir, where young people 
form a large share of the population, this literacy can be the 
difference between being passive consumers of content and 
becoming active creators of opportunity. Classrooms across 
the Valley are slowly embracing smart boards, online re-
sources and virtual learning. But many teachers have not been 
adequately trained to integrate these tools into their lessons. 
Students, meanwhile, often know social media better than 
they know basic digital research, cyber safety or online eti-
quette. Parents, particularly in rural pockets, may see the 
phone as a distraction or even a threat, rather than a potential 
bridge to knowledge and services. The response must be coor-
dinated and sustained. Government departments, schools, 
colleges and civil society need to work together on structured 
digital literacy programmes that reach villages as much as 
cities. Short, practical courses on cyber security, digital pay-
ments, online government services and fact checking should 
become a routine part of community life, from mohalla com-
mittees to masjid gatherings and women’s self help groups. 
Local languages, including Kashmiri and Urdu, must be cen-
tral to this effort so that training is truly inclusive. Equally 
important is ensuring that digital literacy empowers, rather 
than excludes. Girls, persons with disabilities, and children 
from low income and remote areas must be at the heart of 
every initiative. When they can navigate online spaces safely 
and confidently, they gain access to scholarships, tele health, 
remote work and platforms to share their stories. Kashmir 
has long produced doctors, engineers, scholars and entrepre-
neurs who have excelled far beyond the Valley. If we invest 
seriously in digital literacy today, the next generation will not 
merely keep pace with a rapidly changing world; it will help 
shape it. The devices are already in our hands. It is time to 
place the knowledge, skills and ethical compass in our minds 
as well.

Bridging the Digital Divide 

India's democratic ethos is deeply rooted in our civilizational traditions
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T
he book investigates the com-
mon scholarly binary of “tra-
ditionalist” and “modernist” 
tafsir, arguing instead for con-

tinuities between pre-modern and mod-
ern Qur’anic thought. Kamran Bashir 
situates South Asian exegesis in local, 
colonial, and global contexts, challeng-
ing portrayals of modern interpretations 
as ruptures from the Islamic intellec-
tual heritage. His attempt to explain 
“why Muslims interpreted the Qur’an 
as they did” (p. 5) is perhaps one of the 
profound questions modern scholars 
of the Qur’an have long struggled with 
and continue to do so. 

For instance, Johanna Pink, a profes-
sor of Islamic Studies at the Albert-
Ludwigs-University of Freiburg, Ger-
many, also dealt with this issue in her 
recent book, Muslim Qur’anic Inter-
pretations Today: Media, Genealogies 
and Interpretive Communities (2019), 
when she wrote, “[b]efore asking how 
Muslims today are interpreting the 
Qurʾān, we should ask why they do it” 
(p.15). Several other scholarly works 
also deal with modern interpretations 
of the Qur’an through other approach-
es and methodologies, but these studies 
offer significant revelations about Mus-
lim interpretative tendencies of the 
Qur’an in the Modern context, which 
are commendable.

The book under review is organized 
into eight thematic chapters, framed 
by a substantial introduction. Bashir’s 
central aim is to question the assump-
tion that modern tafsīr in South Asia 
emerged as a radical break from pre-
modern exegetical traditions. He iden-
tifies five problematic assumptions in 
much scholarship on modern Qur’anic 
interpretation: (1) that modern tafsīr is 
purely a modern product disconnected 
from the past, (2) that it overempha-
sizes literalism, (3) that it excessively 
foregrounds the Qur’an’s literary qual-
ities, (4) that it relies on reason in un-
precedented ways, and (5) that tafsīr can 
be neatly categorized into rigid typolo-
gies (pp. 7–8). To counter these assump-
tions, Bashir situates South Asian ex-
egetical practices within the 
intellectual, political, and religious 
milieu of British India. He argues that 
continuities between pre-modern and 
modern tafsīr traditions are more pro-
nounced than usually recognized. 

In order to explore continuities in the 
Quranic interpretations, Bashir delin-
eates 1857 as a pivotal moment in the 
intellectual understanding of Muslim 

scholarship of the Qur’an, marking a 
shift from pre- to post-Mutiny exegeti-
cal traditions. Before 1857, he notes, 
South Asian tafsīr was mostly written 
in Arabic, drawing heavily on classical 
commentaries such as of al-Bayḍawi (d. 
1319) and al-Jalalayn (d. 1505). Moreover, 
key principles such as naẓm (textual 
coherence) and rabṭ-i ayat (intercon-
nectedness of verses) are emphasized, 
while mystical interpretations and Ḥanafī 
legal frameworks shape much exegeti-
cal writing even before modern times. 
Bashir underscores that many interpre-
tive techniques later considered “mod-
ern” were already visible in these pre-
modern works (pp. 23–24).

He also highlights the intellectual 
legacy of Shah Wali Allah (1703–1762), 
whose reflections on Qur’anic sciences 
influenced debates on naskh (abroga-
tion), asbab al-nuzul (occasions of rev-
elation), and mutashabihat into the 
modern era. Post-1857 tafsīr, Bashir shows, 
was deeply shaped simultaneously by 
colonial encounters, missionary polem-
ics, Orientalist critiques, intra-Muslim 
theological disputes, and Hindu reform-
ist challenges (pp. 43–67). Bashir situ-
ates South Asian tafsīr within the broad-
er global currents of Islamic revivalism, 
reformist thought, pan-Islamism, and 
anti-colonial resistance, demonstrating 
how these movements influenced 
Qur’anic hermeneutics in the region. 

Despite these evolving contextual pres-
sures, he contends that Muslim schol-
arly responses—manifested in com-
mentaries and translations—retained 
strong continuities with pre-colonial 
exegetical methodologies. Notably, the 
advent of print technology played a piv-
otal role in facilitating the mass produc-
tion and dissemination of tafsir works, 
particularly in Urdu, thereby democ-
ratizing access to Qur’anic interpreta-
tion and reshaping religious discourse 
in colonial India. Against this backdrop, 
Bashir examines what he called as 
“Quran Projects” of three key figures: 
Sayyid Ahmad Khan (d. 1898), Ashraf 
‘Ali Thanawi (d. 1943), and Hamid al-Din 
Farahi (d. 1930). 

Sayyid Ahmad Khan is presented as 
both rooted in tradition and innova-
tively responding to modern intellec-
tual challenges. His commentary sought 
to reconcile revelation with science and 
reason, reinterpreting terms like mal-
ak (angel) as “abilities,” and reading 
Adam’s creation metaphorically. Bashir 
stresses Khan’s continuity with classi-
cal tafsīr but acknowledges his bold 
“wholesale revisiting” of the exegetical 
heritage (p. 94), which many considered 
radical deviation from mainstream 
interpretative Quranic thought. Ashraf 

‘Ali Thanawi’s Bayān al-Qur’ān is de-
scribed as a firmly traditionalist work 
that upheld principles like naẓm, rabṭ, 
asbāb al-nuzūl, and naskh. 

Unlike Khan, Thanawi rejected non-
traditionalist paths, though he still 
adapted his tafsīr to address modern 
concerns. Bashir portrays him as bridg-
ing past and present without compro-
mising orthodoxy. Hamīd al-Dīn Farahi 
advanced a distinctive hermeneutic 
centered on naẓm, intertextuality, and 
rigorous philology. His reinterpretation 
of Sūrah al-Tīn, in which al-tīn and al-
zaytūn symbolized sacred geographies 
rather than fruits, illustrates his phil-
ological method (pp. 184–185). Bashir 
frames Farahi’s marginalization of ḥadīth 
as less radical than it may appear, al-
though this claim is debatable. Farahi’s 
influence on Amin Ahsan Islahi (1904-
1997) and Javed Ahmad Ghamidi (b. 

1952) underscores his enduring impact.
Through these case studies, Bashir 

demonstrates that South Asian tafsīr 
was not a rupture but a dynamic inter-
play of tradition, adaptation, and con-
textual responses. The juxtaposition 
of Khan, Thanawi, and Farahi is par-
ticularly effective. By pairing Khan’s 
rationalist hermeneutics with Thanawi’s 
traditionalism and Farahi’s philologi-
cal rigour, Bashir highlights the inter-
pretive diversity of South Asian Qur’anic 
projects. 

That said, certain claims invite cri-
tique. Bashir’s effort to situate Sayyid 
Ahmad Khan within classical heritage 
is not entirely convincing. Khan’s rad-
ical reinterpretations of many Quranic 
verses and words, such as angels, Adam 
(AS), and miracles, strain continuity. 
Bashir’s assertion that Khan was “deep-
ly rooted in his tradition” (p. 95) under-
plays rupture. Likewise, Bashir argu-
ably minimizes Farahi’s radical 
interpretative approach. His reliance 
on philology and scepticism toward 
ḥadith mark a notable departure from 
mainstream tafsir tradition. To claim 
this was “far from being radical” (p. 
190) overlooks the disagreement around 
Farahi’s hermeneutics, later reflected 
in debates over Islahi and Ghamidi.

In a broader perspective, the interpre-
tive methodologies of Sir Syed Ahmed 
Khan and the Farahi school, indeed, 
represent a critical departure from clas-
sical tafsīr, rooted in principles that are 
fundamentally at odds with the tradi-
tional exegetical legacy. Khan’s frame-
work was built upon a radical triad: 
believing the law of fiṭrah as a universal 
and unchangeable truth, boldly reject-
ing the understanding of the Qur’an 
inherited by the Muslims, and declaring 
hadiths that conflicted with this ratio-
nalist reading as unreliable. 

While the Farahi school adopted a 
more nuanced tone, it was noticeably 
influenced by this foundational approach. 
The shared tendency to explain miracles 
through natural causes—despite formal 
differences—and the similarities in 
handling specific Quranic verses like 
Surah al-Tin (chapter 104) and the Ḥuruf 
Muqaṭṭa‘at (disjointed letters appearing 
at the beginning of certain Quranic 
chapters) reveal, in many instances, a 
common interpretative methodology 
between Farahi and Khan. In essence, 
both schools position a rationalist, fiṭrah-
based framework as the ultimate arbi-
ter of scripture, thereby re-formulating, 
rather than continuing, the traditional 
hermeneutic tradition. Their work, 
therefore, must be classified as a dis-
tinctly modern enterprise in Quranic 
interpretation.

Moreover, Bashir’s analysis enters a 
well-established scholarly debate con-
cerning modernity’s impact on tafsīr. 
He aligns his work against the “rupture” 
thesis, which he notes is prevalent in 
studies of modern Islam. He further 
supports this by citing Johanna Pink’s 
earlier scholarship, which described 
the late 19th century as a “rupture” and 
a “radical departure from the tradition 
of Qur’anic exegesis” (pp. 215-216). How-
ever, this engagement with Pink’s work 
falls short. 

In her more recent study (2019), Jo-
hanna Pink notably refines this position, 
asserting that while “significant trans-
formations and innovations occurred”, 
but “no clear dividing line between 
‘premodern’ and ‘modern’ exegesis” 
can be drawn and thus “there was nev-
er a complete rupture” (p. 38) between 
the periods. The omission of Pink’s lat-
est work, though published before 
Bashir’s book; ignoring the Qur’anic 
“projects” of other schools of thought 
in South Asia leaves a notable gap in 
the book’s engagement with contempo-
rary historiography on modern Quranic 
interpretation. 

That said, Bashir’s analysis is informed 
by his methodological and intellectual 
training and alignment with a well-
known European revisionist tradition 
of Qur’anic studies, which explicitly 
explains Bashir’s drive to deconstruct 
binaries like “traditionalist”/“modernist” 
and to emphasise hermeneutical con-
tinuities. Consequently, this suggests 
his effort to normalise figures like Khan 
and Farahi—by downplaying their 
radical breaks. However, this same lens 
can lead to a relative marginalisation 
of the internal theological perspectives 
that often defined these exegetes as 
radical within their own tradition.

Despite these critiques, The Qur’an 
in South Asia is a richly researched 
and thought-provoking contribution to 
Qur’anic studies and South Asian intel-
lectual history. This volume will be of 
particular interest to scholars of Qur’anic 
hermeneutics, Islamic intellectual his-
tory, and colonial South Asia. By fore-
grounding South Asian exegetical tra-
ditions, Bashir not only enriches our 
understanding of Qur’anic thought but 
also compels us to rethink the tafsir’s 
global history.

(The Author is an Assistant 
Professor of Islamic Studies at the 

Higher Education Department, 
Jammu and Kashmir; he can be 
reached at: myyaseenm@gmail.

com)

T
he Battle of Karbala remains 
one of the most profound and 
emotionally significant events 
in Islamic history. More than 

fourteen centuries later, its message 
continues to inspire millions of people 
across the world, transcending sectar-
ian, cultural and geographical bound-
aries. The tragedy of Karbala is not 
remembered merely as a historical 
battle fought in the deserts of Iraq in 
680 CE; rather, it is seen as a timeless 
symbol of courage, justice, sacrifice 
and unwavering commitment to truth.

The battle took place on the 10th day 
of Muharram in the year 61 Hijri near 
the banks of the Euphrates River in 
Karbala, present-day Iraq. At the heart 
of the event was Imam Hussain (AS), 
the beloved grandson of Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH), who stood against 
oppression and injustice despite know-
ing the immense hardships and sacri-
fices that awaited him and his small 
group of companions.

Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS) chose 
principles over power and truth over 

compromise. His stand was not driven 
by personal ambition or worldly gain, 
but by a deep sense of moral responsi-
bility. Historians and scholars across 
generations have viewed Karbala as a 
struggle to preserve ethical values, 
human dignity and justice in society.

One of the most powerful aspects of 
Karbala is the extraordinary courage 
displayed by Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS) 
and his companions. Despite being 
heavily outnumbered and facing severe 
deprivation, including lack of water in 
the scorching desert heat, they refused 
to surrender their principles. Their 
patience, resilience and faith under 
extreme hardship transformed Karbala 
into an enduring moral lesson for hu-
manity.

The sacrifices made in Karbala were 
immense. Members of Hazrat Imam 
Hussain’s (AS) family, close relatives 
and loyal companions laid down their 
lives. Yet the spirit of Karbala teaches 
that material strength alone cannot 
define victory. True victory lies in 
standing for justice even in the face of 
overwhelming odds.

The message of Karbala continues to 
hold deep relevance even in modern 
times. It teaches humanity to uphold 
truth regardless of circumstances, to 
resist injustice peacefully and coura-
geously, and to remain patient during 
hardship. Karbala reminds people that 
silence in the face of oppression weak-
ens society, while moral courage 

strengthens it.
Another important lesson of Karbala 

is compassion and humanity. Even amid 
suffering, Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS) 
upheld dignity, kindness and ethical 
conduct. The tragedy teaches the values 
of sacrifice for the greater good, helping 
the needy and standing beside the op-
pressed.

For Muslims around the world, Mu-
harram is therefore not merely a pe-
riod of mourning, but also a time for 
reflection, compassion and self-account-
ability. The remembrance of Karbala 
encourages people to examine their 
own conduct and ask whether they stand 
with truth, fairness and humanity in 
their daily lives.

The message of Karbala also carries 
universal relevance beyond religion. 
It speaks to all societies about the im-
portance of resisting injustice, protect-
ing human dignity and standing firm 
against oppression. Leaders such as 
Mahatma Gandhi openly acknowledged 
being inspired by Imam Hussain’s sac-
rifice and perseverance. Gandhi once 
remarked that he learned from Hussain 
how to achieve victory while remaining 
oppressed.

Another enduring lesson from Karbala 
is the importance of patience and mor-
al character during adversity. Hazrat 
Imam Hussain (AS) demonstrated dig-
nity and compassion even in the most 
difficult moments. Historical accounts 
highlight how he treated others with 

kindness and upheld ethical conduct 
despite the suffering endured by his 
camp.

The role of women in Karbala also 
remains deeply significant. Hazrat 
Zainab (AS), the sister of Imam Hussain 
(AS), displayed immense courage and 
strength after the tragedy. Her resilience 
and powerful voice ensured that the 
message of Karbala reached future 
generations. Her example continues to 
inspire women across the world with 
lessons of patience, dignity and leader-
ship.

Karbala further reminds humanity 
about the dangers of division, intoler-
ance and misuse of authority. The val-
ues associated with Karbala — truth-
fulness, sacrifice, honesty, courage and 
compassion — remain essential for 
building peaceful and just communi-
ties.

In Kashmir and many other parts of 
the world, Muharram processions and 
gatherings reflect not only grief and 
remembrance but also social solidar-
ity and collective reflection. Sabeels 
offering water and food, charity initia-
tives and acts of public service during 
Muharram symbolise the humanitar-
ian spirit associated with Imam Hus-
sain’s teachings.

Importantly, the message of Karbala 
promotes unity, peace and mutual re-
spect. Scholars repeatedly emphasise 
that the true spirit of Muharram lies 
in understanding the ethical and hu-

manitarian lessons of sacrifice and 
righteousness rather than focusing on 
divisions.

Today, in a world often marked by 
conflict, inequality and moral uncer-
tainty, the lessons of Karbala remain 
deeply relevant. The battle teaches that 
individuals must never lose hope while 
standing for justice and humanity. It 
reminds people that moral courage can 
leave a lasting impact far greater than 
worldly power.

More than 1,400 years have passed 
since the sands of Karbala witnessed 
one of history’s greatest sacrifices, yet 
the message continues to resonate across 
generations. The name of Hazrat Imam 
Hussain (AS) remains synonymous with 
dignity, truth and resistance against 
injustice.

Karbala ultimately stands as a time-
less reminder that principles should 
never be abandoned for convenience 
and that humanity’s highest values are 
preserved through sacrifice, patience 
and unwavering faith in truth.

That is why the message of Karbala 
continues to live not only in history 
books or religious gatherings, but also 
in the hearts of millions who see in it 
a universal call for justice, compassion 
and moral courage.

(Author is the Senior Special Cor-
respondent at Rising Kashmir and 

can be reached at: abid@rising-
kashmir.com)
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LG hails
of an International Students Cell.

As part of SKUAST-Kashmir's future roadmap, three 
futuristic and self-sustainable flagship initiatives were 
proposed: the establishment of a Centre for Agri In-
novation, Analytics and Certification as a National 
Reference Laboratory; creation of an Agri-Startup Park 
to nurture and host over 50 SKUAST startup enter-
prises; and establishment of a Global Veterinary School 
as an internationally benchmarked centre for veterinary 
education, research, and advanced clinical services.

Presenting the University Report, Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Nazir Ahmad Ganai highlighted SKUAST-Kashmir's 
remarkable transformation from a regionally focused 
institution into a nationally recognised university with 
a clear vision of emerging as a globally competitive 
institution. He informed that the University has made 
significant gains in national rankings, developed the 
largest startup ecosystem among higher educational 
institutions in Jammu and Kashmir, and recorded 123 
Intellectual Property Rights, including patents, trade-
marks, and designs. Nearly 30 per cent of the Univer-
sity's students now come from outside Jammu and 
Kashmir, demonstrating its growing national outreach 
and academic reputation.

The Lieutenant Governor commended the Univer-
sity's incredible journey from local roots to global as-
pirations, praising its sustained growth in academics, 
research, innovation, entrepreneurship, and interna-
tional partnerships, and noted that its transformative 
initiatives have the potential to position it as a leading, 
innovation-driven, and globally engaged agricultural 
university. He also directed the Vice Chancellor to 
ensure that meetings of the University Council are 
convened regularly, at least twice a year, for the time-
ly review of academic and administrative matters.

The meeting was attended by Additional Chief Sec-
retary Agriculture Production Department Dr Ashish 
Chandra Verma, Additional Chief Secretary Finance 
Shailendra Kumar, NITI Aayog Chairman Committee 
on Reimagining Agriculture Dr Ashok Dalwai, ICAR 
DDG Dr Yashpal Malik, Principal Secretary to Lieuten-
ant Governor Dr Mandeep K Bhandari, Vice Chancellor 
SKUAST Jammu Dr B.N Tripathi, Commissioner Sec-
retary Planning R Alice Vaz, Registrar SKUAST Kash-
mir Dr Azmat Alam Khan, and other senior officials. 
The Council approved several institutional reforms 
aimed at strengthening the University's academic and 
administrative framework.

8th Muharram
speeches, provocative sloganeering and any activity 

that could affect communal harmony or disturb public 
order.

During the procession, many government depart-
ments, NGOs, as well as the district administration, 
had erected tents as part of Sabeel to distribute water 
and foodstuffs among the mourners.

The officials from SMC, J&K Bank, PHE divisions, 
district administration were seen distributing the wa-
ter and foodstuffs to the mourners during the procession.

The Divisional Administration had also put in place 
elaborate arrangements to ensure the smooth, peaceful, 
and orderly conduct and observance of Muharram pro-
cessions.

In a coordinated effort, the civil and police admin-
istration had put in place all necessary arrangements 
and established effective mechanisms to facilitate the 
peaceful observance of Muharram processions while 
maintaining public safety and law and order.

The administration had undertaken extensive mea-
sures, including route management, deployment of 
adequate security personnel, traffic regulation, sanita-
tion drives, uninterrupted power and water supply, 
emergency medical assistance, installation of control 
rooms, and round-the-clock monitoring.

Civil and police administration had been instructed 
to maintain close liaison with Muharram committees, 
religious organisations, community representatives, 
and local volunteers to facilitate the smooth conduct 
of processions and religious gatherings.

The Traffic Police City Srinagar had issued a traffic 
advisory for the 8th Muharram procession scheduled 
from 5:00 AM till the culmination of the procession.

In a statement, a spokesperson for traffic police had 
said there will be no movement of traffic from Karan 
Nagar towards Jehangir Chowk via Shaheed Gunj and 
Tankipora from 5:00 AM to 8:00 AM. The stretch from 
Jehangir Chowk-M.A. Road up to Dalgate-Badyari will 
remain closed for traffic from 5:00 AM till the proces-
sion ends.

Little ones
for distribution among mourners. Dressed in black 

attire and wearing Muharram-themed patches, the 
young volunteers displayed remarkable enthusiasm 
and dedication as they offered refreshments to those 
taking part in the procession.

Many mourners paused to appreciate the efforts of 
the children, who eagerly handed out water bottles 
despite their young age. The gesture reflected the spir-
it of service and compassion associated with Muharram 
observances.

Parents accompanying the children said they want-
ed them to learn the values of sacrifice, humanity and 

selfless service that form the essence of the message of 
Karbala.

“We bring our children to participate in such ac-
tivities so they understand the significance of Muharram 
from an early age,” said a parent. “Serving water is a 
small act, but it teaches them empathy and the impor-
tance of helping others.”

The distribution of water holds special significance 
during Muharram as it commemorates the suffering 
and thirst endured by Imam Hussain (AS), his family 
members and companions in Karbala.

AI, drone
Sabeels organised at Lal Chowk. They interacted 

with mourners, volunteers and members.
Officials said elaborate arrangements involving traf-

fic regulation, crowd management, emergency response 
systems and round-the-clock surveillance are being put 
in place in consultation with religious bodies, civil 
administration and local stakeholders.

Speaking to reporters, IGP Kashmir said the police 
are focusing equally on security and public convenience 
to ensure that mourners are able to observe Muharram 
peacefully and with dignity.

“Comprehensive security arrangements were in place 
across Srinagar for the 8th Muharram procession. 
Similar arrangements will be there for 10th Muharram 
(Ashura) and the rest of the month across Kashmir,” 
Birdi said. “Our effort is to facilitate the religious gath-
erings in the best possible manner while ensuring 
safety and smooth movement for the general public. 
Police and civil administration are working in close 
coordination, and all necessary measures will remain 
in place throughout the month.”

Talking to reporters while joining the 8th Muharram 
procession, SSP Chakravorthy said that advanced sur-
veillance systems, including AI-assisted monitoring 
and drone surveillance, were used for the smooth and 
peaceful conduction of the procession. 

“The arrangements will be the same for the Ashura 
processions in the city,” the SSP said. “Muharram is 
observed with deep reverence and emotions. We appeal 
to mourners, volunteers and citizens to cooperate with 
police and traffic personnel, follow designated routes 
and adhere to advisories in letter and spirit so that all 
events pass peacefully.”

The use of drones and smart surveillance, officials 
said, will help authorities monitor sensitive locations, 
manage traffic diversions and respond swiftly to emer-
gencies, particularly during major congregational events 
in Srinagar and district headquarters.

Officials said additional CCTV systems are also be-
ing integrated into the security grid to strengthen 
monitoring across key routes.

Meanwhile, DGP, IGP, SSP, DySP Headquarters Syed 
Sleet Shah, and several other senior officers of police 
participated in the 8th Muharram procession and took 
part in the Sabeel at Lal Chowk. IGP Kashmir, SSP 
Srinagar and senior police officers distributed water 
and other beverages to the mourners. The participation 
of top police officers was seen as a gesture of outreach 
and confidence-building, with several mourners ap-
preciating the administration’s efforts to ensure smooth 
observance of the 8th Muharram procession.

Cloudbursts: The
Meteorologists say the geography of Jammu and 

Kashmir makes it particularly vulnerable. Steep moun-
tains, unstable slopes, rapid urbanisation, shrinking 
forest cover and increasing temperature trends are 
amplifying the impact of intense rainfall events.

Director Meteorological Centre Ladakh, Sonam Lo-
tus, said the Himalayan region is witnessing a visible 
increase in severe weather events linked to changing 
climate behaviour. “The current monsoon period — 
July, August and mid-September — remains highly 
vulnerable to cloudbursts and flash floods,” Lotus said 
during previous weather advisories. “When prolonged 
rainfall combines with intense localised showers, the 
mountains become extremely fragile, leading to land-
slides, flash floods and slope failures.”

Lotus has repeatedly stressed that warming trends 
in the Himalayas are altering traditional weather cycles 
and increasing atmospheric instability. “There is a 
noticeable rise in severe weather conditions over the 
years. Climate change is influencing rainfall behaviour 
in mountain regions,” he said. 

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has also 
issued repeated warnings over the growing threat of 
extreme weather events in Jammu and Kashmir, cau-
tioning that heavy rainfall spells can trigger cloudbursts, 
flash floods and mudslides in vulnerable areas.

Meteorologists explain that a cloudburst occurs when 
more than 100 millimetres of rain falls within an hour 
over a small geographical area, overwhelming mountain 
drainage systems and triggering sudden floods. Such 
events are highly localised and difficult to predict with 
precision, making them particularly dangerous in hilly 
terrain.

In J&K, experts say changing monsoon patterns are 
now bringing intense bursts of rain to areas that his-
torically witnessed moderate precipitation.

The impact has been severe. In August last year, 
cloudbursts and heavy rainfall caused major devasta-
tion in Ramban district, disrupting the Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway and damaging dozens of houses. 

Similar incidents have repeatedly struck Chenab Val-
ley districts, where fragile slopes and riverbank settle-
ments remain highly exposed to flash floods.

Kishtwar, Doda, and Reasi districts have also wit-
nessed repeated landslides and flood incidents over 
recent monsoon seasons, with several villages tempo-
rarily cut off after roads collapsed under heavy rain. 
Environmental experts believe unplanned construction 
along riverbanks, road cutting through mountains and 
deforestation are worsening the intensity of disasters.

“Nature’s carrying capacity in the Himalayas is 
under stress,” said an official associated with disaster 
management efforts in Jammu and Kashmir. “When 
intense rainfall hits already weakened mountain slopes, 
destruction becomes inevitable.”

The IMD has expanded weather monitoring infra-
structure across Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh in 
recent years, including Doppler Weather Radars and 
improved forecasting systems aimed at strengthening 
early warning mechanisms.

Authorities are also increasingly relying on satellite-
based monitoring and district-level disaster prepared-
ness plans as extreme weather events become more 
common.

Yet despite technological improvements, people liv-
ing in remote mountain villages remain deeply vulner-
able. For residents of Chenab Valley and upper moun-
tainous belts, every spell of heavy rain now brings 
anxiety.

Farmers, shepherds and roadside communities say 
weather patterns have changed drastically over the 
last decade. Summers have become hotter, rainfall more 
erratic, and cloudbursts increasingly destructive. 

Experts warn that unless environmental safeguards, 
scientific planning and climate-resilient infrastructure 
are prioritised, Jammu and Kashmir could witness 
even more severe weather disasters in the coming years. 
And as another monsoon season approaches the Hima-
layas, the mountains of Jammu and Kashmir stand 
once again on edge — watching the skies with growing 
fear.

Summer vacations
Keeping this in view, a final decision regarding sum-

mer vacations will be taken in the first week of July,” 
the official said.

He added that authorities are assessing the situation 
on a day-to-day basis and are taking feedback from 
various quarters before announcing the vacation sched-
ule.

The possibility of summer vacations has generated 
keen interest among students, parents and teachers, 
especially after the recent spell of hot weather across 
Kashmir. Many parents have been urging authorities 
to announce vacations early if temperatures continue 
to remain above normal.

Officials said the department wants to ensure that 
any decision is taken after carefully examining weath-
er forecasts and ground conditions. They said student 
welfare remains the top priority and all factors will be 
considered before issuing an official order.

"The decision, once finalised, will be communicated 
well in advance to enable schools, students and parents 
to make necessary arrangements," an official said.

J&K’s digital
A substantial 442 applications are currently under 

process, whereas 102 cases are pending with applicants 
for submission of required documents or compliance 
with observations raised by authorities.

In the CLU category, 36 permissions have been issued, 
13 applications approved, and 11 rejected. Another 24 
cases are under process, while 45 applications remain 
pending with applicants.

The portal, launched by Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo 
on March 16, 2026, was introduced to streamline the 
approval process for building plans and land-use chang-
es through an automated scrutiny mechanism. The 
system aims to reduce manual intervention, enhance 
transparency and accelerate service delivery in urban 
planning and development.

The data further shows that 239 Registered Technical 
Professionals (RTPs) have enrolled on the platform, 
indicating active participation by architects, engineers 
and other professionals associated with the construc-
tion sector. Officials said the initiative forms part of 
the government's broader push towards the digitisation 
of public services and ease of doing business. The por-
tal enables online submission, tracking and processing 
of applications, reducing the need for physical visits 
to government offices.

While the volume of applications points to increasing 
adoption of the system, the large number of pending 
cases under process highlights the need for timely 
disposal to ensure that the benefits of digital governance 
translate into faster approvals on the ground.

Vitamin D
elderly persons, individuals with obesity, people 

suffering from chronic illnesses, and indoor workers, 
students, and healthcare professionals who spend lim-
ited time outdoors are at high risk, according to the 
advisory.

Musculoskeletal effects include bone pain, back pain, 
muscle weakness, leg pain, fatigue, increased risk of 
falls and fractures, osteomalacia in adults, rickets in 

children, and osteoporosis among the elderly. Beyond 
bone health, Vitamin D deficiency may result in reduced 
immunity, frequent respiratory infections, mood dis-
turbances, depression and anxiety, poor sleep quality, 
and reduced physical performance.

Health experts stress that sunlight exposure remains 
the most important preventive measure. Residents are 
advised to expose face, arms, forearms, and legs to 
sunlight whenever feasible, preferably between 11:00 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Recommended exposure duration is 
15–20 minutes during summer and 30–45 minutes dur-
ing winter, at least four to five days per week. People 
are also advised to avoid sunlight through window 
glass, as UVB rays are blocked.

Special recommendations for Kashmir winters in-
clude utilizing sunny afternoon periods, encouraging 
outdoor walking and physical activity, and ensuring 
schoolchildren spend time outdoors during daylight 
hours.

Non-vegetarian sources include fatty fish such as 
salmon, sardines, mackerel, and trout, fish liver oils, 
egg yolks, and liver. Vegetarian sources include UV-
exposed mushrooms, fortified milk, fortified curd or 
yogurt, fortified breakfast cereals, and fortified plant-
based milk. Adequate intake of calcium, phosphorus, 
magnesium, and protein is also essential for maintain-
ing healthy bones.

The advisory further recommends regular physical 
activity, including brisk walking and outdoor sports 
for children and adolescents, while emphasizing weight 
management to prevent obesity-related deficiency.

According to public health experts, J&K has sunshine, 
but not necessarily enough effective skin exposure to 
sunlight. A combination of regular midday sunlight 
exposure, outdoor physical activity, Vitamin D-rich 
foods, and adequate calcium intake can reduce the 
burden of Vitamin D deficiency.

JKRTC fleet
They said that in 2025, the corporation auctioned 237 

vehicles, including 145 buses, 85 trucks, five tempos 
and two cranes, all of which had completed more than 
15 years of service.

The corporation has also identified 249 additional 
vehicles for auction during the current year. Officials 
acknowledged that delays in the disposal process had 
led to the accumulation of a large number of obsolete 
vehicles.

“As per government norms, no extension of service 
life or major maintenance is permitted for vehicles that 
have crossed 15 years. Such vehicles have to be phased 
out,” an official said.

The decline in fleet strength comes amid growing 
complaints from commuters regarding the condition 
of buses operating on various routes. Passengers have 
repeatedly alleged that many buses offer uncomfortable 
and bumpy rides and require urgent upgrading and 
maintenance.

Commuters have urged the authorities to improve 
the quality of public transport and ensure that buses 
remain roadworthy and passenger-friendly.

Responding to these concerns, JKRTC officials main-
tained that regular maintenance of operational buses 
is being carried out. They said that most buses cur-
rently in service are between five and ten years old and 
undergo periodic inspections.

Meanwhile, the corporation is looking to strengthen 
its fleet through fresh procurements. Managing Direc-
tor JKRTC, A R War said that the government has ap-
proved the purchase of 200 smart buses for the Union 
Territory.

“We have placed orders for 200 smart buses - 100 for 
Jammu and 100 for Kashmir. We expect the buses to 
arrive by the end of this year. The proposal has already 
been cleared by the government,” War told Rising Kash-
mir.

Officials said the induction of the new buses is ex-
pected to enhance public transport services, improve 
commuter comfort, and help address the shortage cre-
ated by the retirement of ageing vehicles.

15-year
Electropreneur Park 2.0 is crucial in helping the 

founder move from engineering design to prototype 
development, industry outreach, pilot deployments, 
and commercialisation," she said. 

"We are providing incubation support, mentorship, 
innovation infrastructure, and access to funding and 
industry networks."

Salman, who is also the author of two books, a se-
lected member of the John Locke Institute, and an ac-
credited representative of the United Nations Major 
Group for Children and Youth for the UNESCAP Asia-
Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development, said the 
problem he is trying to solve has always been concrete. 
“It has to work in a village that does not have infra-
structure. It has to work in an emergency,” he said. "If 
it requires a truck and a generator, it does not solve 
the problem."

Salman is in Class 9, and the prototype is still being 
built. But Save Water AquaSol has moved past the stage 
of being just a school project. 

It is now in a government-backed facility, with in-
stitutional support around it, working toward a device 
that could one day reach the communities it was designed 
for.
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Dispute over nuclear inspections shows how US and Iran are negotiating in public
Associated Press

Tokyo, Jun 24: The head of 
the UN's nuclear agency signaled 
Wednesday that Iranian nucle-
ar enrichment sites would be 
visited by his inspectors, a key 
component in the interim US-
Iran deal to reach an end to the 
war. An Iranian diplomat in-
stead insisted any such visit 
would only come after a final 
deal.

The US and Iran offered con-
tradictory remarks Tuesday 
about whether those sites would 
be inspected.

A week after the two countries 
signed an interim deal, leaders 
from the US and Iran have re-
peatedly disagreed in public 
about what that document actu-
ally means.

International Atomic En-
ergy Agency head Rafael Mari-
ano Grossi on Wednesday ac-
knowledged the “war of words” 
over Iran's nuclear program, 
but the dueling narratives are 
playing out on a range of issues, 
including Israel's war with 
Iranian-backed Hezbollah 
militants in Lebanon and how 
Tehran will spend billions of 

dollars once unfrozen.
After the signing of the 

memorandum of understanding, 
both sides agreed to a 60-day 
period to iron out these and 
other details, work that will 
take place in private. Until those 
talks are completed, leaders 
from both countries will con-
tinue to negotiate in public, 
raising the risks of derailing 
the shaky ceasefire in the region.

Grossi's remarks were the 
firmest yet from the United Na-
tions agency, which is viewed 
as key in determining the sta-
tus of Iran's nuclear stockpile.

Since Israel launched a 12-
day war on Iran in 2025, the 
IAEA has been blocked by Teh-
ran from visiting enrichment 
sites where the Islamic Repub-
lic is believed to store enough 
highly enriched uranium to 
potentially build as many as 10 
nuclear weapons, should it 
choose to rush for the bomb. 
Iran long has maintained that 
its program is peaceful, though 
it is the only country in the 
world to have uranium enriched 
up to 60% purity without a 
weapons program.

Grossi says inspections are 

‘going to happen’
“I can understand political 

statements, they are part of the 
reality, but the fundamental 
thing I would like to remind 
you and draw your attention 
to is that there has been a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing, signed by both presidents,” 
he told journalists at a news 
conference at the tsunami-hit 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant.

The accord “says explicitly 
that the nuclear activities that 
are going to be carried out with 
regards to the nuclear mate-

rial facilities will be supervised 
by the IAEA — in all letters,” 
he said.

Grossi added: “Obviously, 
to do that, we will have to in-
spect. Whether this happens 
the day after tomorrow or in 
one week or in 10 days, it's im-
portant, but not essential. This 
is going to happen.”

Those inspections are key 
for the deal, which calls for 
Iran's stockpile of uranium to 
be “downblended” from highly 
enriched levels.

Kazem Gharibabadi, an Ira-
nian deputy foreign minister, 

took his own shot at Grossi 
after his remarks, saying Teh-
ran didn't meet with him while 
in Switzerland.

“These issues will be re-
viewed and decided only with-
in the framework of a final 
agreement and as a result of 
practical action by the other 
side to end all sanctions and 
other measures.” Gharibabadi 
wrote on X.

He added: “You cannot ad-
vance the stir up and take over' 
policy with media hype.”

IAEA blocked from seeing 
bombed sites

The IAEA has been allowed 
to visit other nuclear sites in 
Iran since the 12-day war in 
2025, such as the Bushehr nu-
clear power plant. But without 
accessing the enrichment sites, 
the IAEA says it is unable to 
verify the status of Iran's stock-
pile or check the cascades of 
centrifuges used to enrich ura-
nium. Both Iran and the IAEA 
say Tehran hasn't been enrich-
ing uranium, but nonprolif-
eration experts worry that the 
Islamic Republic may be mov-
ing its stockpile to undeclared 
areas.

The US and Iran agreed to a 
deal last week that calls for 
Tehran to dilute its stockpile 
of enriched uranium and waives 
US-backed sanctions on Ira-
nian oil, while giving each side 
60 days to hammer out broader 
agreements.

But the uneasy ceasefire 
already has been tested by Iran 
saying it closed the strait again 
over fighting between Israel 
and the Iranian-backed militia 
Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Israel launched an airstrike 
Wednesday that killed two 
people in southern Lebanon, 
the country's state-run news 
agency said. It was Israel's first 
airstrike on Lebanon since the 
latest ceasefire took effect on 
Saturday. Israel's defense min-
ister said Wednesday that the 
US had not demanded that Is-
rael withdraw from Lebanon 
and maintained that Israel will 
remain there as long as Hezbol-
lah poses a threat to its troops 
and residents. Hezbollah has 
refused to halt attacks unless 
Israel commits to withdrawing.

“We are not withdrawing, 
and as of this moment -- and 
this is a diplomatic achievement 

-- there is no American demand 
for Israel to withdraw from 
Lebanon,” said minister Israel 
Katz. Lebanese and Israeli of-
ficials are meeting this week 
in Washington as part of direct 
negotiations between the two 
countries, through which Leb-
anon hopes to reach a plan for 
Israeli withdrawal.

Technical-level talks between 
the US and Iran are expected 
to resume early next week at 
the Bürgenstock resort in Swit-
zerland, Pakistan's Foreign 
Ministry said Wednesday. 
Pakistan has been a key me-
diator.

Marco Rubio in Middle East
Grossi's remarks came as US 

Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
traveled in the Persian Gulf for 
a three-nation tour, beginning 
with a closed-door meeting and 
private working lunch in Abu 
Dhabi with Emirati President 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Na-
hyan, the State Department said 
Wednesday. A photo later re-
leased by the State Department 
showed Michael Boulos, the 
husband of President Donald 
Trump's daughter Tiffany, at-
tended the meeting. 
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR SERVICES SELECTION BOARD (JKSSB)

Muthi Akhnoor Road, Jammu/Zamzam Complex Rambagh Srinagar.
www.jkssb.nic.in

NOTIFICATION
Subject: 	 Result/Scoresheet of Written Examination for the post of Field Assistant, Forest, Ecology and Environment Department, J&K held on 20.05.2026- regarding.

	 Whereas, the Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB) conducted the OMR based Written Examination for the post of Field Assistant, Forest, Ecology and 
Environment Department, J&K advertised vide Notification No. 03 of 2021 under Item No.s 594 on 20th May, 2026; and
	 Whereas, the Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB), vide Notice No. JKSSB COEOEXAM(UT)/14/2026-03 (7842028) dated: 20.05.2026, issued Provision-
al Answer Key in respect of the written Examination/Test; and
	 Whereas, the Revised/Final Answer Key in respect of written examination held for the said post has been notified vide No. JKSSB-COE0EXAM(UT)/14/2026-03 (7842028), 
dated 23.06.2026.
	 Now, therefore, in view of the above, the Result/Score-sheet, based on the performance of candidates who appeared in the Written Examination/Test for the post of 
Field Assistant, Forest, Ecology and Environment Department, J&K is hereby notified as Annexure "A".
	 It is further notified that:
	 i. Mere figuring in the result/score sheet shall not entitle a candidate to be called for further stages of selection and that he/she has to fulfil other eligibility conditions, 
	     as laid down and decision of the Board in this regard shall be final.
	 ii. The Jammu & Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB) will call candidates falling in the consideration zone, based on the merit obtained by them, for Physical 
	      Standard Test / Physical Endurance Test, the schedule for which shall be notified separately.

No: JKSSB-COE0EXAM(UT)/14/2026-03 (7842028)
Dated: 23.06.2026

Sd/-
(Reyaz Ahmad Malik) JKAS 

Controller of Examinations
DIPK-2495-26                            Dated: 24-06-2026                                                                                                                    J&K Services Selection Board

Government of Jammu and Kashmir
SKIMS Medical College-Hospital

Bemina Srinagar (J&K) -190017
DEPARTMENT OF CENTRAL LIBRARY 

Email ID: chairmanlibrary@skimsmc.edu.in
Sub: 	 Subscription of Up-to-date Advanced CDS on Proprietary Article basis - Notice for invitation of objections thereof.

	 SKIMS Medical College-Hospital, Bemina, Srinagar J&K, intends to procure online clinical decision support resource from M/s Wolters Kluwer, Gurgaon, 
Haryana through their local authorized distributor, on PAC basis.
	 In   this   connection,   objections   (if   any)   from   companies   manufacturing/ marketing/developing such services capable of delivering the same result as intended 
from the above service, regarding the proprietary nature of the above services, should be communicated on the above-mentioned email id within a week's period i.e., by or before 
30 of June, 2026 up to 04:30 PM.
	 After due date, it will be presumed that no manufacturer/ company has any objection/ comments to offer and the claim for the proprietorship of the item, shall be ac-
cepted.

No: SKIMS/MC/CL/26/ 282-287
Dated: 24/06/2026

Sd/-
Chairman Library Committee

DIPK-NB-851-26                         Dated: 24-06-2026                                                                                                                                                                                                       SKIMS Medical College Bemina

Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences
& Technology of Kashmir,

Application of Electronics and ICT in Himalayan Region Crop Management
(Agri-Excellence)

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology ( MeitY )
Email: - Piagriexcellence@skuastkashmir.ac.in

No: AU/FST/MeiTY/2026/M-1/178-179                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Date: 19/06/2026
Re-Advertisement Notice

	 Applications are invited from the highly motivated and eligible candidates to work under the project of Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) 
sponsored programme  “Application of Electronics and ICT in Himalayan Region Crop Management (Agri-Excellence)”.  The position purely on contractual basis and co-
terminus with the project.

Project Title Sub Project Position Salary (₹) No. Qualifications
Saffron Improvement

Programme (SIP)
“Post-Harvest
management of Saffron”

Project
Assistant

23,600
(Including HRA)

1 Master’s Degree in Arts with more than 1 Year duration Diploma in Advance Computer 
Applications from registered institute.

 
	 Interested and eligible candidates are required to apply in the prescribed application format available on university website. Hard copy of complete application form 
along with the detailed CV and supporting copies of certificates (Academic, Technical skills, Trainings, Certifications, Trade Test, Laboratory Skills, Software Skills etc.) should reach to 
the office of the Division of FST (Old Building) by or before 30th June 2026 up to 4:00 pm. No TA/DA will be paid to the candidates for appearing in the interview. Date and Time 
of Interview will be communicated to the shortlisted candidates through E-mail/university website.

Sd/-
Prof. Syed Zameer Hussain

Chief Principal Investigator
(MeitY) Agri-Excellence Programme

DIPK-NB-854-26                                            Dated: 24-06-2026                                                                                                                                                                                                  ADR, SKUAST-K Shalimar.

Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sciences & Technology of Kashmir

Main Campus Shalimar Srinagar

ABBREVIATEDSEAT ALLOTMENT NOTICE FOR B.TECH (AI in 
AGRICULTURE)

(For Undergraduate Degree Programme | Academic Session 2026-27)
It is hereby notified for the information of all concerned candidates that the provisional seat allotment for admission to the B.Tech (AI in Agriculture) Programme (Domicile of UT of 
J&K) for the Academic Session 2026-27 shall be made available on the University Admission Portal in 3 cycles as on 25.06.2026, 27.06.2026 & 30.06.2026 (if required).
Candidates are advised to check the University Admission Portal from 25.06.2026 (11:00 AM)using their registered login credentials to view their allotment status and complete the 
admission-related formalities within the prescribed timelines.
No separate communication shall be issued in this regard.
Detailed counseling procedure has already been notified vide University Notice bearing No.Au/Acad/U-09/2026/5650-59 dated 19.06.2026 containing all other requirements and 
other terms and conditions,available on University website www.skuastkashmir.ac.in
No. Au/Acad/U-09/2026/5650-59
Dated:19-06-2026

Sd/-
(Prof. Azmat Alam Khan)

DIPK-NB-857-26                                                    Dated: 24-06-2026                                                                                                                                                 Registrar

UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR, SRINAGAR
(NAAC Accredited A++)

N O T I C E
It is notified for the information of all concerned students who are unable to appear in the examination scheduled on 24.06.2026 due to any reason(s) whatsoever that they shall 
submit an application, duly endorsed by the concerned Principal, in the Single Window Clearance Office, Examination Wing, positively within two days from the date of the 
examination.
The applications may also be sent through email at examhelplineug@uok.edu.in within the stipulated time period.
F(Gen.-Corr)CE/KU/24
Dated: 24.06.2026

Sd/-
Assistant Controller of Examinations

DIPK-NB-858-26                                               Dated: 24-06-2026                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  (Conduct)

India-China border trade via 
Lipulekh Pass to resume after 6 yrs

26 passes issued
Press Trust of India

Pithoragarh, Jun 24: The first 
batch of 26 Indian traders is 
expected to enter the Chinese 
territory of Tibet through the 
Lipulekh pass on June 26, mark-
ing the resumption of border 
trade after a six-year hiatus, 
according to administrative 
sources in Dharchula.

Ashish Joshi, Trade Officer 
and Dharchula Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate (SDM), said that 26 
trade passes have been issued, 
which include 17 traders and 
nine helpers.

 A customs office has also been 
opened at Gunji to facilitate 
the process.

"We expect the first batch of 
Indian traders to reach Tibet 
on June 26, as they have already 
stored their goods in warehous-

es at villages near the Lipulekh 
pass," Joshi said.

The administration has re-
ceived applications from more 
than 103 traders and is current-

ly planning to issue trade pass-
es for a second batch of 25 trad-
ers shortly.

To assist the traders, the ad-
ministration has designated a 

spot near Nabhidhang for mules 
and horses to transport goods 
to the Lipulekh pass, which is 
located nearly 600 metres from 
the site.

The Indo-China border trade 
originally resumed in 1991 but 
was suspended in 2020 due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Jeewan Singh Rongkali, pres-
ident of the Bharat-Cheen Vyap-
ar Samiti in Dharchula, said 
the returning traders face im-
mediate logistical challenges.

"Upon reaching the Tibetan 
mart, our immediate priority 
is to check the condition of our 
goods stored there six years 
ago. Only after assessing the 
damage will we approach the 
government for a relief package 
to help compensate for the loss-
es incurred due to delayed stor-
age," Rongkali said.

SPG chief Alok Sharma gets 
9-month extension

Press Trust of India

New Delhi, Jun 24: Se-
nior IPS officer Alok 
Sharma was on Wednes-
day given nine months 
extension as the chief of 
Special Protection Group 
(SPG) that provides se-
curity to the prime min-
ister and his immediate 
family members residing 
with him at his official 
residence.

Sharma, a 1991-batch 
Indian Police Service (IPS) 
officer of Uttar Pradesh 
cadre, was appointed to 
the post on November 17, 
2023.

He was due to superan-
nuate this month after 
completion of 60 years of 
age.

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet has 
approved extension in 
service of Sharma, Direc-

tor, SPG for a period of 
nine months, with effect 
from July 1, 2026, up to 
March 31, 2027 in relax-
ation of Fundamental Rule 
56 (d) and the All India 
Services (Death-cum-Re-
tirement Benefit) Rules, 
1958, an order issued by 
the Personnel Ministry 
said.

The rules bar extension 
in service of government 
servants beyond the age 
of retirement of 60 years, 
except for defence secre-
tary, foreign secretary, 
home secretary, director 
of Intelligence Bureau, 
secretary of Research and 
Analysis Wing, and few 
others.

Thunderstorm, rain bring sharp temperature drop across Delhi

Press Trust of India

New Delhi, Jun 24: Thunderstorms 
and rain swept parts of the nation-
al capital on Wednesday evening, 
triggering a sharp fall in tempera-
tures, according to the India Me-
teorological Department (IMD).

The weather office said the thun-
derstorm activity brought signif-
icant relief from the heat, with 
temperatures dropping rapidly 
across Delhi between 6.30 pm and 
8.30 pm.

"Mainly due to the thunderstorm 
activity and rainfall, the tempera-
ture at Palam and Safdarjung 

dropped by 9 degrees Celsius and 
11 degrees Celsius, respectively, 
between 6.30 pm and 8.30 pm," an 
IMD official said.

According to IMD data, the tem-
perature at Safdarjung fell from 38 
degrees Celsius at 6.30 pm to 27 
degrees Celsius at 8.30 pm, while 
Palam recorded a drop from 37 de-
grees Celsius to 28 degrees Celsius 
during the same period.

Janakpuri recorded a fall from 
35.3 degrees Celsius to 25.5 degrees 
Celsius, a drop of 9.8 degrees Celsius, 
while Narayana saw the tempera-
ture decline from 33.4 degrees Cel-
sius to 23.8 degrees Celsius, a fall 
of 9.6 degrees Celsius.

At Pusa, the mercury dropped 
from 36.3 degrees Celsius to 26.4 
degrees Celsius, registering a de-
cline of 9.9 degrees Celsius.

The temperature at Pitampura 
fell from 36.3 degrees Celsius to 
28.1 degrees Celsius, a drop of 8.2 

degrees Celsius, while Pragati 
Maidan recorded a fall from 34.9 
degrees Celsius to 27.4 degrees Cel-
sius, down by 7.5 degrees Celsius.

At Najafgarh, the temperature 
declined from 35.8 degrees Celsius 
to 30.7 degrees Celsius, a drop of 
5.1 degrees Celsius, while Jafarpur 
recorded a fall from 35.4 degrees 
Celsius to 31.3 degrees Celsius, down 
by 4.1 degrees Celsius.

Mayur Vihar saw a temperature 
drop from 34.4 degrees Celsius to 
29.1 degrees Celsius, a drop of 5.3 
degrees Celsius.

Janakpuri received 23.5 mm of 
rainfall, the highest among the 
monitored stations, followed by 
Narayana with 12 mm, Pusa with 
9 mm, Palam with 5.2 mm, Safdar-
jung with 2.1 mm and Pragati Maidan 
with 0.3 mm.

No rainfall was recorded at Ja-
farpur, Najafgarh, Pitampura and 
Mayur Vihar.

India first to frame exclusive Blood quality standards 
Press Trust of India

New Delhi, Jun 24: The 
Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) 
2026 has become the first 
pharmacopoeia in the world 
to establish exclusive stan-
dards for blood and blood 
components, a move aimed 
at strengthening quality 
assurance and patient safe-
ty in transfusion services, 
officials said on Wednesday.

A pharmacopoeia is an 
official compendium of 
quality standards of the 
drugs being imported, man-
ufactured for sale, stocked 

or exhibited for sale or dis-
tributed in a country. The 
pharmacopoeial mono-
graphs prescribe standards 
to ensure the identity, pu-
rity and strength of the 
given drugs through botan-
ical identification, various 
physico-chemical parame-
ters and the like. The new 
standards were highlighted 
at a national conference 
organised by the Indian 
Pharmacopoeia Commission 
(IPC) at its Ghaziabad cam-
pus to facilitate awareness 
and implementation of the 
newly introduced mono-

graphs for blood and blood components in IP 2026.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

JAMMU & KASHMIR SERVICES SELECTION BOARD
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Subject: Written Examination for the post of Field Assistant, Forest, Ecology and Environment Department, J&K, held on 20.05.2026 - Final Answer key regarding.
Whereas, the Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB) conducted the Written Examination for the post of Field Assistant, Forest, Ecology and Environment Department, 
J&K advertised vide Advertisement Notification No. 03 of 2021, under Item No. 594 on 20th May, 2026.
Whereas, the Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB), notified Provisional Answer Key vide Notice No. JKSSB-COE0EXAM(UT)/14/2026-03 (7842028) dated: 20.05.2026 
in respect of said post and the same was uploaded on the official website of JKSSB (www.jkssb.nic.in) for information of the candidates and seeking of objections/representations 
on the prescribed proforma, if any from the candidates; and
Whereas, in response to aforesaid notice, 26 objections were received in respect of 10 unique questions within the stipulated time; and
Whereas, the objections were examined by the subject matter experts (SMEs) and based on the opinion of the SMES, the Revised/Final Answer Key in respect of written examination 
held for the post of Field Assistant has been finalized.
Now, therefore, in view of the above, the Revised/Final Answer Key is hereby notified as under in respect of question(s) which have been challenged.

Post Name Text Booklet Series Question ID Changes in Answer Key

A B C D Previous Correct Option 
ID

New Correct Option ID

Field Assistant 25 115 85 55 C No Change

27 117 87 57 B No Change

38 8 98 68 A No Change

39 9 99 69 A B

54 24 114 84 B A

59 29 119 89 A B

60 30 120 90 A No Change

77 47 17 107 A No Change

94 64 34 4 A No Change

99 69 39 9 A B

Further, such candidate(s) who deposited amount @ 200/- per question and whose objection(s) is found genuine/correct as per Revised/Final Answer Key, will get the refund in their 
bank accounts provided to the Board.
Note: No further claims in respect of final answer key shall be entertained by JKSSB through any mode.
No.: JKSSB-COE0EXAM(UT)/14/2026-03 (7842028)   DATED: 23.06.2026

Sd/-
Reyaz Ahmad Malik (JKAS)

Controller of Examinations
J&K Services Selection BoardDATED: 24.06.2026DIPK-2496-26

J&K replaces MGNREGA with 
VB-G RAM G scheme

125-day job guarantee, tech-driven rural development from July 1

RK News Service

Srinagar, Jun 24: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Shri Manoj Sinha has notified 
the Jammu Kashmir Viksit Bharat–
Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika 
Mission (Gramin) [VB-G RAM-G] 
Scheme, 2026, which will come into 
force across all notified rural areas 
of the Union Territory from July 1, 
2026.

Issued under Section 3(1) read 
with Section 8 of the Viksit Bharat–
Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika 
Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025, the new 
scheme replaces MGNREGA and 
marks a major reform in rural em-
ployment and livelihood generation, 
aligned with the vision of Viksit 
Bharat @2047.

The scheme guarantees 125 days 
of wage employment annually to 
every eligible rural household will-
ing to undertake unskilled manual 
work, up from the earlier 100-day 
guarantee. Employment is to be 
provided within 15 days of demand, 
failing which applicants will be 
entitled to unemployment allowance. 

Wage payments will be made on a 
weekly basis or within a fortnight, 
with compensation for delays.

To protect agricultural productiv-
ity, the scheme introduces a manda-
tory 60-day pause in public works 
during peak sowing and harvesting 
seasons, ensuring adequate labour 
availability for farming activities. 
At the same time, it prioritises the 
creation of durable community as-
sets and sustainable livelihood in-
frastructure.

VB-G RAM-G focuses on four 
priority sectors including Water 
Security, Core Rural Infrastructure, 
Livelihood Enhancement and Climate 
& Disaster Resilience. Planning will 
be undertaken through Viksit Gram 
Panchayat Plans (VGPPs) using GIS-
based tools and PM Gati Shakti lay-
ers, ensuring convergence, satura-
tion-based development and 
avoidance of duplication.

The scheme provides special sup-
port for the vulnerable groups, in-
cluding single women, persons with 
disabilities, senior citizens, members 
of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 

Groups (PVTGs), released bonded 
labourers and transgender persons 
through dedicated Gramin Rozgar 
Guarantee Cards. At least one-third 
of beneficiaries under the programme 
shall be women.

A key feature of the scheme is its 
robust digital governance architec-
ture, incorporating biometric and 
face-authenticated attendance, geo-
fencing, GPS-enabled project mon-
itoring, AI-driven analytics, real-time 
dashboards, bilingual electronic 
muster rolls and mandatory public 
disclosures at worksites. The con-
tractors and labour-displacing ma-
chinery are prohibited to preserve 
the employment-generation objective 
of the programme.

The implementation framework 
provides for strengthened institu-
tional oversight at the UT, district, 
block and Gram Panchayat levels. 
The Gram Panchayats will con-
tinue to serve as the frontline imple-
menting agencies responsible for 
registration of households, receiving 
work applications, issuance of guar-
antee cards and execution of approved 

works.
The scheme will operate as a Cen-

trally Sponsored Scheme with a 90:10 
cost-sharing pattern between the 
Government of India and the Union 
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir. 
Administrative expenditure has 
been enhanced to strengthen staff-
ing, monitoring, grievance redressal 
and accountability systems, with 
substantial resources earmarked 
for Gram Panchayat-level 
functionaries.A time-bound griev-
ance redress mechanism, manda-
tory social audits, independent 
evaluations and multi-tier monitor-
ing arrangements have been built 
into the framework to ensure trans-
parency, efficiency, and citizen ac-
countability.

With its enhanced employment 
guarantee, agriculture-sensitive 
design, technology-enabled gover-
nance and focus on resilient rural 
infrastructure, VB-G RAM-G is 
expected to usher in a new era of 
inclusive, sustainable and future-
ready rural development in Jammu 
Kashmir.

India, US review trade pact as tariff deadline nears
Press Trust of India

New Delhi, Jun 24: India 
and the United States re-
viewed the progress on an 
interim bilateral trade agree-
ment during the two-day 
ministerial meeting, discuss-
ing issues, including market 
access, digital trade and non-
tariff barriers, but gave no 
indication that all differ-
ences were resolved ahead 
of a key tariff deadline next 
month.

Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal and 
visiting US Trade Represen-
tative Jamieson Greer held 
discussions on the first phase 
of a proposed bilateral trade 
agreement (BTA), which both 
sides have been negotiating 
since reaching a framework 
understanding earlier this 
year.

In a statement at the con-
clusion of talks on Wednes-
day, the Commerce Ministry 
said the two ministers con-
ducted a "comprehensive 
review" of key elements of 
the proposed pact, including 
enhanced market access, 
digital trade, supply chain 
resilience, reduction of non-
tariff barriers and coopera-
tion in strategic sectors.

The ministry said both 
countries discussed path-
ways to conclude an interim 
agreement and reaffirmed 
their commitment to a deal 
that is "balanced and com-
mercially meaningful".

Greer's June 22-24 visit 
came at a time when New 

Delhi and Washington race 
to finalise an interim ar-
rangement before the expira-
tion of a temporary 10 per 
cent US tariff regime on July 
24, a deadline that has add-
ed urgency to negotiations.

While the statement said 
'substantial' progress has 
been made, the two sides did 
not say if outstanding issues 
had been resolved.

"Discussions focused on 
pathways to conclude an 
interim agreement as an 
important milestone toward 
a comprehensive BTA," the 
ministry said, adding that 
the two ministers reaf-
firmed their commitment 
to a trade agreement that 
is balanced, commercially 
meaningful, and delivers 
tangible benefits for busi-
nesses, farmers, workers, 
and consumers in both 
countries.

"Recognizing the growing 
significance of the India-US 
economic partnership amid 
evolving global trade dynam-
ics, both sides reiterated their 
shared goal of expanding 
bilateral trade, fostering 
innovation, and building 
resilient, trusted supply 
chains," it added.

Earlier in the day, Goyal 
said in a social media post 
that the two sides reviewed 
the progress of the ongoing 
India-US trade discussions.

"I appreciate Ambassador 
Greer's leadership and the 
sustained efforts of both 
teams in advancing our dis-
cussions in a constructive 

and forward-looking man-
ner," Goyal said.

The two countries aim to 
salvage and recalibrate the 
proposed agreement after 
changes in the US tariff 
policy upended a framework 
deal finalised earlier this 
year.

Greer's visit followed 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and US President Don-
ald Trump's first meeting 
in more than a year on the 
sidelines of the G7 summit 
in France on June 17, inject-
ing fresh momentum into 
trade negotiations that both 
sides see as critical to 
strengthening economic ties.

The ministerial-level 
meeting follows chief nego-
tiator-level discussions held 
in New Delhi earlier this 
month (June 2-4).

Securing preferential 
tariff treatment in the pact 
has become a central objec-
tive for New Delhi after 
changes in the US tariff 
landscape eroded an advan-
tage India had expected to 
enjoy over regional com-
petitors such as Vietnam and 
other ASEAN economies.

Under the February 7 
framework, the US had 
agreed to reduce tariffs on 
Indian goods to 18 per cent 
from 25 per cent, lower than 
duties facing several compet-
ing exporting nations.

However, the subsequent 
US Supreme Court ruling 
striking down President 
Donald Trump's sweeping 
tariffs and Washington's 

move to impose a temporary 
10 per cent tariff on imports 
from all countries prompted 
the two countries to revisit 
key elements of the proposed 
framework.

According to one of the 
clauses of that framework, 
"In the event of any changes 
to the agreed upon tariffs of 
either country, the United 
States and India agree that 
the other country may mod-
ify its commitments."

India and the US formal-
ly launched BTA negotiations 
on February 13, 2025.

Meanwhile, to retain bar-
gaining leverage, the US 
Trade Representative 
launched two Section 301 
investigations on March 11 
and 12, covering about 60 
economies.

One focused on alleged 
excess industrial capacity, 
while the other examined 
forced-labour concerns in 
global supply chains. India 
was included in both inves-
tigations.

After expiry of the tem-
porary tariff, the US has only 
this mechanism (Section 301 
probes) to impose tariffs of 
any magnitude on its trading 
partners, including India.

In February this year, the 
two sides announced the 
contours of the first phase. 
It was based on the 50 per 
cent tariffs imposed by the 
US on Indian goods.

However, on February 20, 
the US Supreme Court struck 
down these sweeping tariffs. 
It forced the Trump admin-

istration to impose 10 per 
cent tariffs under Section 
122 of the Trade Act on all 
countries for 150 days from 
February 24. It will expire 
on July 24 this year.

Both sides are aiming to 
finalise the pact before that, 
as after July 24, most US 
imports will again face nor-
mal MFN tariff rates, restor-
ing the pre-April 2025 tariff 
framework.

Under the agreed frame-
work, India proposed to 
eliminate or reduce tariffs 
on all US industrial goods 
and a wide range of food and 
agricultural products, in-
cluding Dried Distillers' 
Grains (DDGs), red sorghum 
for animal feed, tree nuts, 
fresh and processed fruit, 
soybean oil, wine and spirits, 
and additional products.

New Delhi has also ex-
pressed its intentions to 
purchase USD 500 billion of 
US energy products, aircraft 
and aircraft parts, precious 
metals, technology products, 
and coking coal over the next 
five years.

The US was the second-
largest trading partner of 
India in 2025-26.

India's outbound ship-
ments to the US grew mar-
ginally by 0.92 per cent to 
USD 87.3 billion during the 
last fiscal year despite high 
tariffs, while imports in-
creased 15.95 per cent to USD 
52.9 billion. The trade surplus 
declined to USD 34.4 billion 
in 2025-26 from USD 40.89 
billion in 2024-25.

EJAC raises ITI workers’ 
regularisation issue with CS

Delegation seeks early resolution of long-pending 
service-related concerns

RK News Service

Srinagar, Jun 24: Employ-
ees Joint Action Committee 
(EJAC) President Fayaz 
Ahmad Shabnam on Tues-
day led a delegation of Jal 
Shakti Department ITI-
trained workers to meet 
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo 
and discuss issues concern-
ing the workforce, particu-
larly the long-pending de-
mand for regularisation.

During the meeting, the 
delegation highlighted 
various service-related con-
cerns affecting ITI-trained 
workers and urged the gov-
ernment to take concrete 

steps towards resolving their 
grievances. The members 
stressed the contribution of 
the workers to public service 
delivery and sought consid-
eration of their longstanding 
demands.

The delegation apprised 
the Chief Secretary of the 
challenges faced by the work-
ers and called for an early 
and sympathetic resolution 
of the regularisation issue.

The Chief Secretary gave 
a patient hearing to the con-
cerns raised and assured 
the delegation that the mat-
ter would be examined in 
accordance with established 
rules and regulations. He 

acknowledged the role played 
by ITI-trained workers and 
reiterated the government's 
commitment to addressing 
genuine employee griev-
ances.

Speaking after the meet-
ing, Shabnam described the 
interaction as positive and 
constructive, expressing 
hope that the issues raised, 
particularly the regularisa-
tion demand, would receive 
due consideration and be 
resolved at the earliest.

The delegation included 
Mansoor Ahmad Bhat, Syed 
Rouf Andrabi, Arshid Ah-
mad Trali and other repre-
sentatives of the workers.

Rupee rises 
21 paise to close at 94.55 

against US dollar

Gold declines Rs 1,200 in 
Delhi, silver drops Rs 4,000

Provide shadow reversal 
in 5 days for credit card 

frauds: RBI to banks

Press Trust of India

Mumbai, Jun 24: The ru-
pee appreciated by 21 paise 
to settle at 94.55 against the 
US dollar on Wednesday on 
the back of a steep fall in 
global crude oil prices.

Brent crude, the global 
oil benchmark, was trading 
lower by 2.05 per cent at USD 
75.50 per barrel in futures 
trade.

Positive sentiments in 
the domestic equity markets 
further supported the local 
unit, according to forex 
traders.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange, the rupee opened 
at 94.88 and traded in the 
range of 94.55-94.93 during 
the day. It settled at 94.55, 
up 21 paise from its previous 
close.

The rupee declined 13 
paise to close at 94.76 against 
the US dollar on Tuesday.

"We expect the rupee to 
trade with a negative bias 
on a strengthening US dol-

lar amid hawkish Fed and 
weak global markets. How-
ever, falling crude oil pric-
es and progress in the US-
Iran talks may support the 
rupee at lower levels. USD-
INR spot price is expected 
to trade in a range of Rs 
94.45-95.10," Anuj Choud-
hary, Research Analyst at 
Mirae Asset ShareKhan, 
said.

Meanwhile, the dollar 
index, which gauges the 
greenback's strength 
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading at 
101.63, up 0.23 per cent.

On the domestic equity 
market front, Sensex 
climbed 790.54 points, or 
1.04 per cent, to 76,991.22, 
while the Nifty was up 197.55 
points, or 0.83 per cent, to 
24,021.65.

Foreign institutional 
investors off loaded equi-
ties worth Rs 1,843.40 
crore on a net basis on 
Wednesday, according to 
exchange data.

Press Trust of India

Mumbai, Jun 24: The Re-
serve Bank on Wednesday 
said in case of complaints 
of fraudulent electronic 
banking transactions via 
a credit card, a bank should 
provide shadow reversal or 
provisional credit of the 
disputed amount within 5 
days from the date of cus-
tomer notification.

The RBI has issued re-
vised framework on limit-
ing customer liability in 
digital transactions.

A bank should design its 
systems and procedures to 
make customers feel safe 
about carrying out elec-
tronic banking transaction 
(EBT) and it should put in 
place appropriate systems 
and procedures to ensure 
safety and security of EBTs 
carried out by customers, 
the amended norms said.

"A bank shall mandato-
rily send instant SMS alerts 
to its customers for all EBTs 
of value more than Rs 500. 
For EBTs of value up to Rs 
500, a bank may decide to 
send instant SMS as per its 
internal policy but without 
any charge to the customer," 
the RBI said.

These norms will come 
into effect from January 1, 
2027.

Also, the bank’s com-
munication systems, de-
ployed for sending alerts 
and receiving the respons-
es, shall record the date and 
time of delivery of the mes-
sage and receipt of cus-
tomer’s response, if any.

On receipt of a complaint 
regarding any fraudulent 
EBT from a customer, a bank 
shall take prompt steps to 
prevent further unauthor-
ised EBTs in the customer’s 
account, the RBI said.

"A customer shall be en-
titled to zero liability and 
reversal of the transaction 
in cases where the fraudu-
lent EBT occurs due to neg-
ligence / deficiency on the 
part of the bank, irrespec-
tive of whether the transac-
tion is reported by the cus-
tomer or not," it said.

Further, a customer 
should be entitled to "zero 
liability and reversal of the 
transaction" in cases of 
third-party breach where 
the customer reports the 
unauthorised fraudulent 
EBT to the bank within five 
calendar days from the date 
of its occurrence, the RBI 
said. In cases of third-par-
ty breach reported to the 
bank after five calendar 
days, the customer’s liabil-
ity shall be determined as 
per the bank’s policy.

Press Trust of India

New Delhi, Jun 24: Gold 
prices declined by Rs 1,200 
to Rs 1.48 lakh per 10 grams 
in the national capital on 
Wednesday, and silver 
dropped by Rs 4,000, as the 
US dollar gained strength 
amid weak global trends.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the yel-
low metal of 99.9 per cent 
purity decreased by Rs 1,200 
to Rs 1,48,100 per 10 grams 
(inclusive of all taxes) from 
Tuesday's closing level of 
Rs 1,49,300.

Silver also extended its 
downward trend for the 
second straight day, falling 
Rs 4,000 to Rs 2,31,000 per 
kilogram (inclusive of all 
taxes). It had settled at Rs 
2,35,000 per kg in the previ-
ous session after plunging 
Rs 10,500, its steepest fall in 
over two weeks.

Analysts said the latest 
losses have pushed the white 
metal prices to levels last 
seen in early April, when 
the metal traded at Rs 2.37 
lakh per kg, as traders con-
tinue to favour dollar-de-
nominated assets.

"Gold prices extended 
their decline on Wednesday, 
as a powerful rally in the 
US dollar and growing ex-
pectations of tighter mon-
etary policy continued to 
pressure precious metals," 

Saumil Gandhi, Senior 
Analyst of Commodities at 
HDFC Securities, said.

In the overseas markets, 
spot gold slipped by USD 
52.01, or 1.3 per cent, to USD 
4,058.10 per ounce, while 
silver fell nearly 2 per cent 
at USD 60.48 per ounce.

"Gold prices extended 
their slide on Wednesday to 
trade around USD 4,050 per 
ounce as the dollar index is 
once again becoming stron-
ger to breach the 101 level, 
the highest since May 2025," 
Praveen Singh, Head of Com-
modities at Mirae Asset 
ShareKhan, said.

The greenback also 
gained after European Cen-
tral Bank President Chris-
tine Lagarde downplayed 
the need for a forceful re-
sponse to inflationary pres-
sure after the June rate hike, 
he added.

Analysts said the decline 
in precious metals in the 
overseas trade reflects a 
broader liquidity driven 
adjustment across financial 
markets.

"The weakness is being 

driven by a broader liquid-
ity event triggered by sharp 
profit-booking and sell-offs 
in global AI and technology 
stocks," Jateen Trivedi, VP 
Research Analyst - Commod-
ity and Currency, LKP Se-
curities, said.

As investors face losses 
in equities, many are liqui-
dating gold holdings to raise 
cash, meet margin require-
ments and reduce leverage, 
he noted.

"At the same time, money 
is flowing into the US dollar, 
with the greenback adding 
further pressure on bullion 
prices.

"This is one of those rare 
periods where both equities 
and gold are declining to-
gether as investors sell what 
they can rather than what 
they want," Trivedi said.

Market participants ex-
pect gold to remain under 
pressure, with rallies like-
ly to attract fresh selling 
until signs emerge of a 
softer dollar or renewed 
investment demand for the 
precious metals, analysts 
said.



Washington, Jun 24: NATO Sec-
retary-General Mark Rutte will 
check in face-to-face with President 
Donald Trump on Wednesday, vis-
iting the volatile US leader two 
weeks before the annual summit 
of the military alliance and as the 
Pentagon reviews the size of the 
US military footprint in Europe.

Trump has long been critical of 
NATO, arguing the US carries more 
than its fair share of military spend-
ing. But his grievances have been 
louder since the Iran war as he 
fumed over some member countries 
ignoring his call to help him restart 
oil trade through the shuttered 
Strait of Hormuz.

Trump has renewed his threats 
to leave the 77-year-old alliance, 
raising the stakes before the NATO 
leaders' summit in Turkey next 
month. But Rutte, who has become 
known as a Trump whisperer for 
his ability to charm the president, 
is expected to use Wednesday's 
White House meeting to try to ap-
pease him.

The visit, Rutte's fifth since Trump 
returned to power last year, comes 
after US Defense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth last week lashed out at 
allies during a meeting at NATO 
headquarters in Brussels. He an-
nounced a six-month Pentagon 
review of American forces in Eu-
rope.

Hegseth echoed some of Trump's 
critiques, faulting European allies 
for not letting the US use bases in 
Europe to attack Iran. NATO allies 
were not consulted about the war 
before the US launched it with Is-
rael on Feb. 28, and some have been 
openly critical of Trump's strategy.

Trump has claimed NATO allies 

were not there for the US and sug-
gested leaving the alliance, which 
was founded in 1949 to counter the 
Cold War threat posed to Europe-
an security by the Soviet Union. 
At the heart of their treaty is a 
mutual defense agreement in which 
an attack on one is considered an 
attack on all. The only time it has 
been invoked was in 2001, to support 
the United States after the Sept. 11 
attacks on New York and Wash-
ington.The Pentagon's warning 
that it will reduce its military 
presence in Europe to focus on 
threats elsewhere was the latest 
upheaval for the 32-member alliance 
since Trump returned to office.

The Republican leader stunned 
European allies last year when he 
threatened to annex Greenland, a 
semiautonomous island that is part 
of ally Denmark.

Earlier Wednesday, the leaders 
of five big European NATO allies 
– Germany, France, the U.K., Italy 
and Poland – met in Berlin to pre-
pare for next month's summit in 
Ankara, and Rutte joined them 
remotely. German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz said in remarks to re-
porters that the Ankara summit 
also should send the message that 
“we will do our part when the con-
ditions are in place” to support an 
Iran peace deal.

French President Emmanuel 

Macron said "we are in a moment 
of reconvergence between the Eu-
ropeans and the Americans” and 
indicated that he hopes that will 
continue at the summit.

A chief part of Rutte's mission 
these days is keeping the US in 
NATO, and he's proven himself 
deft in the past at subduing Trump's 
frustrations.

Rutte frequently flatters the pres-
ident, crediting him with getting 
NATO members to increase their 
defense spending. Trump last year 
pressured leaders to agree to invest 
5% of their GDP annually on defense 
by 2035.

On Tuesday evening, Rutte ap-
peared for an interview on Fox 
News Channel, of which Trump is 
known to be a dedicated viewer.

Rutte repeatedly praised Trump, 
emphasizing he is the leader of the 
NATO alliance and said of his ef-
forts in Iran: “I'm completely behind 
him on this."

He said Trump's frustrations over 
the use of bases in Europe involved 
a few “isolated cases."

The lengths to which Rutte is 
willing to praise Trump have at 
times raised eyebrows, such as 
when he referred to the president 
as “daddy” during the alliance's 
summit last year.

He then sent him a fawning text 
message that employed one of 
Trump's favorite flourishes, cap-
italizing random words. “Europe 
is going to pay in a BIG way, as 
they should, and it will be your 
win,” Rutte said.

Trump shared the private message 
on social media for the world to 
see. He did it again in January, 
blasting out another Rutte message 
that closed with: “Can't wait to see 
you. Yours, Mark.”
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DC G’bal oversees tent, shop allot-
ment randomization along Baltal Axis

RK News Service

Ganderbal, May 7: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore 
on Thursday presided over the ran-

domization process for allotment of 
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OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
HUDA EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTE

CHECK CHOLEND SHOPIAN (192303)
Reg. No. EDU/R-543/K (Govt. Recognised)
Ref No.:- HEI/26/809 Dated:-18/04/2026
Managing committee of Huda Educational Institute Checki Choland (Shopian) comprising the members 
mentioned below:

S.
No.

Name of the 
member

Parentage Designation Residence Quali� cation Occupation

1. Hilal Gull Gull Mohammad 

Kumar

Chairman Checki 

Choland

MCA Pharmacist

2. Muzamil 

Vbusf

Mohammed 

Yousf Mir

Secretary Checki 

Choland

M.Tech Business

3. Mohammad 

Ashraf Lone

Abdul Hamid 

Lone

Cashier Checki 

Choland

10+2 Business

4- Aijaz Hamid 

Mir

Ab Hamid Mir Principal Checki 
Choland

MA,
B.ed

Principal of 

the School
5 Ummer 

Mushtaq

Mushtaq Ahmad 

Malik

Member Checki 

Choland

UG Farming

6. Javid Ahmad 

Thoker

Ab Ahad Thoker Member Checki 

Choland

BA Farming

7. Samiullah 

Rather

Mohammad 

shaft Rather

Member Alamgunj Msc Teacher

8. Umer Afzal Mohammad 

Afzal Reshi

Member Chakoo MA Teacher
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PRESS RELEASE

RAMZANA YOUTH FOLK THEATRE to Host Seminar on Bhand Pather and Preservation of 
Kashmir’s Historical Memory Ichigam, Jammu & Kashmir | June 23, 2026 — The Ramzana 
youth folk theatre ichigam budgam , under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, 

is organizing a special seminar titled “Bhand Pather and the Preservation of Kashmiris 
Historical Memory” today, June 23, 2026. The seminar aims to highlight the cultural and 
historical signi� cance of Bhand Pather — the traditional folk theatre of Kashmir — and 

its vital role in preserving the region’s rich historical and cultural heritage.
Event Details:

Date: June 23, 2026
Venue: Government Middle school RM PORA

Chief Guest: Head Master, Govt middle school RM PORA BUDGAM
Patron: Farooq Ahmad Baghat

The seminar will bring together scholars, artists, cultural enthusiasts, and local community 
members to discuss the relevance of this ancient performing art form in contemporary 

times and strategies for its documentation and revival.
Speaking on the occasion, organizers emphasized the importance of such initiatives in 

safeguarding intangible cultural heritage and strengthening community identity through 
traditional arts.

RSVP / Media Contact
+91 7006182869

About Ramzana youth folk theatre 
Ramzana youth folk theatre is a cultural initiative dedicated to the promotion, 

documentation, and preservation of Kashmir’s traditional performing arts, with a special 
focus on folk theatre forms like Bhand Pather.

NOTICE 
I have lost my B.ed markscard 
year 2016-2018 under Roll 
no.19008073 registration 
no.4293-SEM-2016.Now I 
want to duplicate If anybody 
is having any objection please 
contact within 7days at SEM 
College id Education Humhama 
Budgam.Afterthat no 
objection shall be accepted. 
Name Nasreen Akhter 
D/o Gull Mohd
R/o Billawar kathua

Reyaz Ads 

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, mohd aqil wani , S/o Abdul Rehman, R/o padum zanskar  hereby declare 
that In my Scheduled Tribes certificate my father’s name has been mistakenly 
mentioned as “Abdul Rehman Wani” The correct name of my father, as recorded 
in my Matriculation Certificate and other supporting documents, is “Abdul 
Rehman” only. Henceforth the correct name of my father shall be treated as 
“Abdul Rehman”. Any objection regarding this correction may be conveyed 
to the undersigned within 7 days from the date of publication of this notice.

LH

NOTICE 
I have lost HSRP of my motorcycle bearing Reg no. JK01AW 2407. If anybody finds 
kindly contact on the below mentioned number. Otherwise I am applying for the 
duplicate of the same. If anybody has any objection he/she may contact RTO srinagar 
within 7 days. After that no objection shall be entertained 

Sheikh Mohammad Haris
S/o Sheikh Ghulam Hassan

R/o Rather Mohalla Nowshera Srinagar
Contact number 

confluence ads   7051564322

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Ab Rashid Mir S/o Gh Mohamad Mir R/o Wagam Tehsil Chadoora District 
Budgam working as Junior Engineer in PWD R&B Division Beerwah is going 
to get correction in service record in spell of my fathers name as under.
Wrong spell:- Ghulam Mohd Mir
Correct Spell:- Gh Mohamad Mir.
Objections are invited with regard to correction within one week from the 
publishing of in daily News paper in the office of Executive Engineer PWD 
R&B Division Beerwah.    MY

PUBLIC NOTICE 
I want to change my wards name  Mohammad Daim Dar to new name 
Ahmad Ibrahim Dar.if anybody is having any objection please contact 
within 7days at higher authority Afterthat no objection shall be accepted. 

Name Rafi Ahmad Dar 
F/o Ahmad Ibrahim Dar 

0033 R/o poshkreedi Nowgam Srigufwara

PUBLIC NOTICE 
My Name was wrongly mentioned in bank account under no. 
0157040100007194 as  Sobia yousuf instead of Sobia Akhter. Now I want 
to change If anybody is having any objection please contact within 7days 
at JK Bank Nanil.Afterthat no objection shall be accepted. 

Name Sobia Akhter 
W/o Aabied Hussain Dar

0033 R/o kreedzal Nanil Anantnag

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is informed to the general public that my name has been wrongly mentioned 
in aadhaar card as ABDUL MAJEED KUMAR while my correct name as per my 
documents is ABDUL MAJID KUMAR. Now I want to update my name as ABDUL 
MAJID KUMAR instead of ABDUL MAJEED KUMAR In my Aadhar card.
ABDUL MAJID KUMAR
S/O Mohd Shaban Kumar
R/O karewa Rampora mattan anantnag Jammu and Kashmir 192125

0033

NOTICE 
It is to inform that the date 
of Birth of Shree Bagwan 
S/O jai Karm R/O Birdhan 
Jhajjan Haryana is 01-01-
1965. If anybody has any 
objection may please contact 
concerned Army Camp 
Nehama Kulgam. J&K UT.  
No objection will be 
entertained after the expiry 
of said date.                 0022

Ahead of next month's summit… 

NATO's Trump whisperer heads to 
White House to soothe president 

TRAFFIC POLICE HEADQUARTERS 
J&K JAMMU/SRINAGAR

ORDER
Subject: Traffic Advisory-Shri Amamath Ji Yatra-2026 (Cut-off Timing)
Whereas, initial cut-off timing for Shri Amamath Ji Yatra-2026 received from both the IGP Kashmir Zone & IGP Jammu Zone vide their communication 
Nos. ZPHQ/KZ/GB/SANJY- 2026/26946-86 dated 19-06-2026 and ZPHQ/CC/SANJY-26/S- 36/14574-619 dated 22-06-2025 respectively have been 
examined and duly consolidated at Traffic Headquarters J&K;
Now, therefore, it is hereby ordered that the enclosed cut-off timing be adhered to in letter and spirit by all concerned for smooth regulation and 
safe movement of Yatra convoys.
All field officers are directed to disseminate the advisory to personnel on ground and ensure strict implementation of the prescribed timings.
Enclosure: Consolidated Cut-off Timings (03 Leaves)
Issued in the interest of public safety and effective traffic management.

TRAFFIC ADVISORY FOR SHRI AMAR NATH JI YATRA-2026
(Valid between 2nd July 2026 and 28th August 2026)

In context to the above subject, the cut off timings for Yatra Convoys/Yatris for Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra-2026 (SANJY-2026) is hereby issued as under: -
A. Yatra convoy cut off timings for movement between Jammu Zone and Kashmir Valley:-
UP Baltal Convoy

S. No Location Distt. timing
1 Departure from Jammu towards Kashmir for Baltal Jammu 0400 hrs
2 Departure from Lamber (Banihal) towards Baltal Ramban 1000 hrs
3 Departure from Manigam Ganderbal towards Baltal Ganderbal 1700 hrs

DOWN Baltal Convoy

S. No Location Distt. timing
1 Departure from Baltal towards Jammu Ganderbal 0600 hrs
2 Departure from Lamber (Banihal) towards Jammu Ramban 1130 hrs

UP Pahalgam Convoy

S. No Location Distt timing
1 Departure from Jammu towards Pahalgam Jammu 0415 hrs
2 Departure from Lamber (Banihal) towards Pahalgam Ramban 1045 hrs

DOWN Pahalgam Convoy

S. No Location Distt. timing
1 Departure from Pahalgam towards Jammu Anantnag 0600 hrs
2 Departure from Nunwan, Pahalgam towards Jammu Anantnag 0630 hrs
3 Departure from Lamber (Banihal) towards Jammu Ramban 0800 hrs

B. Cut off timings for Non-Convoy/Yatris/Tourists from NAVYUG Tunnel to Valley & vice versa
From Jammu to Pahalgam (other than Main Convoy arriving from Jammu)

S. No Location Distt. Cut off timing
1 Last vehicle to cross NAVYUG Tunnel towards Valley Kulgam 1500 hrs
2 Last vehicle to cross Mir Bazar towards Anantnag Kulgam 1600 hrs

From Pantha Chowk to Manigam, (other than Main Convoy arriving from Jammu)

S. No Location Distt. Cut off timing

1 Last vehicle to cross Peaks Crossing, Lassjan towards Manigam Srinagar 1500 hrs

2 Last vehicle to cross Shadipora/Sumbal towards Manigam Bandipora 1530 hrs

3 Last vehicle to cross Manigam Transit Camp towards Baltal Ganderbal 1700 hrs

 From Baltal to NAVYUG Tunnel (Jammu bound other than Main Convoy leaving at 0600 hrs from Baltal)

S. No Location Distt. Cut off timing
1 Last vehicle to leave Baltal Base Camp towards Manigam Ganderbal 0900 hrs
2 Last vehicle to cross Sonamarg P/S towards Manigam Ganderbal 1000 hrs
3 Last vehicle to cross Manigam Transit Camp towards Shadipora/Sumbal Ganderbal 1200 hrs
4 Last vehicle to cross Shadipora/ Shadipora crossing towards Peaks Automobile Bandipora 1300 hrs
5 Last vehicle to cross Pantha Chowk towards Anantnag Srinagar 1500 hrs

From Nunwan, Pahalgam to NAVYUG Tunnel (other than Main Convoy leaving at 0630 hrs from Nunwan)

S. No Location Distt. Cut off timing
1 Last vehicle to cross Nunwan towards Jammu Anantnag 1000 hrs

From Mir Bazar to NAVYUG Tunnel (other than Main Convoy leaving at 0600 hrs from Pahalgam and at 0630 hrs from Nunwan)

S. No Location Distt. Cut off timing
1 Last vehicle to cross Mir Bazar towards NAVYUG Tunnel Kulgam 1700 hrs
2 Last vehicle to cross Walnut Factory Qazigund towards NAVYUG Tunnel Kulgam 1730 hrs

UP Yatra/Tourist vehicles (other than convoy) from Jammu towards Kashmir Valley

S. No Location Distt. timing
1 Cut of timing at Nagrota (Jammu) Jammu 1200 hrs
2 Cut of timing at Jakheni (Udhampur) Udhampur 1300 hrs
3 Cut of timing at Chanderkote Ramban 1400 hrs
4 Cut of timing at Lamber, Banihal Ramban 1500 hrs

C. General cut off timings

S , 
No

Movement Distt. After

1 No Yatri/tourist vehicle shall be allowed to cross NAVYUG Tunnel towards 
Kashmir

Kulgam 1500 hrs

2 No Yatri/tourist vehicle shall be allowed from Pahlagam towards Jammu/
Srinagar

Anantnag 1530 hrs

3 No Yatri/tourist vehicle shall be allowed from Sonamarg towards Srinagar Ganderbal 1600 hrs

4 No tourist vehicle shall be allowed from Gulmarg towards Srinagar Baramulla 1700 hrs

5 No tourist vehicle shall be allowed from Srinagar towards Gulmarg Srinagar 1700 hrs

6 Yatris/tourists are advised to travel in Kashmir Valley only between 0700 hrs to 1800 hrs and should plan their travel accordingly, so that they reach their 
destination within this time period. After withdrawal of ROP, i.e 1800 hrs, no vehicle of Yatri/tourist shall be allowed further movement. Concerned Police/
Traffic/SFs shall bring such vehicles to nearest Yatri/SFs camp.

Note:- This advisory is valid only for Yatris/Yatra Convoy/Tourists. For other HMVs/LMVs/SFs Convoys, please refer to the Daily Traffic Advisory issued by Traffic Police.
For any clarification/assistance, following numbers be contacted.
1. TCU Jammu: 0191-2459048, 0191- 2740550, 9419147732, 103
2. TCU Srinagar: 0194-2450022, 2485396, 18001807091, 103
3. TCU NHW Ramban: 9419993745, 1800-180-7043
4. TCU Udhampur: 8491928625

Sd/-
(M. Suleman Choudhary)-IPS Inspector 

General of Police, Traffic J&K Jammu/Srinagar 

No:THQ/Advisory-01 Dated 24-06-2026

Dated 24-06-2026DIPK-2505-26
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India's 2036 Olympic bid fate to 
be known in 2029 as IOC introduces 

revamped selection process

New Delhi, Jun 24: The 
fate of India's ambitious 
2036 Olympic bid will be 
known in mid-2029 after 
the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) approved 
the addition of a Strategic 
Dialogue phase in the host 
selection process, during 
which the candidate na-
tions will have to provide 
"core financial guarantees" 
among other require-
ments.

At the global body's 146th 
Session in Lausanne on 
Wednesday, the IOC's Fu-
ture Host Commission 
chair, former Croatian 
President Kolinda 
Grabar-Kitarovic, pro-
posed the introduction of 
the new phase, which was 
approved by the member 
nations.

"Potential hosts wanted 
greater clarity. All stake-
holders wanted greater 
transparency," said 
Grabar-Kitrovic, adding 
that the aim is to announce 
the 2036 host by middle of 
2029.

"Interested Parties will 
be short-listed for 'Stra-
tegic Dialogue' in March 
2027 and will have to an-
swer the Future Host 
Questionnaire and submit 

core financial guarantees 
before being considered 
for the final evaluation 
stage, known as Targetted 
Dialogue," the IOC later 
stated.

The candidate cities will 
also have to meet the cri-
teria related to cost con-
trol, and clear time-lines 
for completion of project 
milestones among other 
aspects.

India is currently in the 
Continuous Dialogue stage 
with the IOC after submit-
ting its Letter of Intent to 
host the 2036 Games in 
2024.

The next phase will now 
be Strategic Dialogue in-
stead of Targetted Dia-
logue, which will remain 
the final phase of deci-
sion-making process even 
in the revamped structure.

Under the new process, 
IOC's Executive Board will 

short-list Interested Par-
ties from the Continuous 
Dialogue pool to enter 
Strategic Dialogue in 2027. 
India faces its biggest 
competition from Qatar 
while bids are also expect-
ed from Turkey and South 
Africa.

"During this new tran-
sitional stage, they will 
be expected to provide an 
initial response to the 
Future Host Questionnaire 
and core financial guar-
antees," the IOC stated.

The Future Host Com-
mission will also make 
site visits to the proposed 
host cities.

After the Strategic Dia-
logue phase, the Targetted 
Dialogue will begin in 2028.

"Preferred host will have 
to update their submission. 
They will also have to 
submit full set of guaran-
tees. The final decision 

on the host for the 2036 
Games will be taken at the 
session in mid 2029," 
Grabar-Kitarovic stated.

"The prospective hosts 
will also have to submit 
a full set of guarantees, to 
give maximum legal and 
financial security."

At the end of the Target-
ted Dialogue, the IOC 
Members will receive a 
report from the Future 
Host Commission. Follow-
ing this, in mid-2029, the 
IOC Executive Board will 
select Preferred Hosts to 
be "put forward for election 
by the IOC Session to be-
come the host of the 2036 
Olympic Games."

"Throughout the process, 
there will be regular touch-
points between the IOC 
membership, the Future 
Host Commission and the 
Interested Parties or Pre-
ferred Hosts. These will 
include presentations at 
IOC Sessions, and brief-
ings at other times."

The Olympic host selec-
tion process was put on 
hold last year by IOC chief 
Kirsty Coventry, citing 
the need for greater dia-
logue with potential hosts 
following feedback from 
member nations. India is 
aiming to host the 2036 
Games in Ahmedabad.
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Eyes on Aquib Nabi as India A take on Sri Lanka in red-ball series

Galle, Jun 24: Pacer 
Aquib Nabi will have a 
point to prove when he 
takes the field alongside 
some of the Test regulars 
in the two-match red-ball 
series between India A 
and Sri Lanka beginning 
here on Thursday.

Nabi not being consid-
ered for the one off Test 
against Afghanistan after 

his stellar 60 wickets show 
in J&K's historic Ranji 
Trophy triumph was ques-
tioned by his supporters 
and experts alike.

If the right-arm pacer 
does well on the docile 
pitches of Sri Lanka, he 
would make it tougher for 
the selectors to keep him 
out of the national team. 
After Sri Lanka, India's 
next big Test tour is of New 
Zealand where his style 

of bowling could come in 
handy on seam friendly 
surfaces.

Gurnoor Brar, who made 
a successful India and ODI 
debut against Afghanistan, 
is also part of the squad.

The two Test series in 
Sri Lanka is expected to 
favour the spinners but 
if Brar makes an impact 
in the A, he could retain 
his place in the senior 
squad.

Test regular Dhruv Jurel 
will captain the side in 
both games to be played 
in Galle.

The series will provide 
a good opportunity for Sai 
Sudharsan to get runs 
under his belt which would 
boost his confidence ahead 
of the two Tests in August. 
Devdutt Padikkal did not 
get to play the Afghanistan 
game and he is competing 
for the number three spot 
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